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Italy’s war dance has developed, during the past 
week, into more than a hesitation waltz. 





Late information indicates that the Frisco Rail- 
road is to be “rehabilitated.” It also should be 
re-ballasted. 





Will Payne’s oil articles in the Saturday Evening 
Post, have been well prepared. Payne is a writer 
of unusual versatility. 





Again we are assured that the peach crop has not 
been killed by the frost. And prices, at canning 
time, will also be found intact. 





General Villa is determined to enforce Prohibition 
laws when peace in Mexico is restored. That will 
probably mean a new revolution. 





In this week’s Journal begins an interesting series 
of articles on the oil-refining business. The matters 
discussed should be of interest to everybody. 





Porto Rican plantation laborers have started a 
strike. They get 50 cents a day and demand 75 
cents. High wages do not always follow the flag. 





For the relief of Belgian sufferers over $1,000,000 
has been donated by Americans. If that’s a breach 
of neutrality let the objectors make the most of it. 





Billy Sunday’s favorite hymn tunes are being 
parodized and used for dance music in certain 
wicked cabarets in Philadelphia. Philadelphians 
have evidently not all been converted. 





Those sappers and miners in the European war 
follow a nefarious, undermining policy in their ef- 
forts to take the ground from under their enemies’ 
feet; but all’s fair in civilized warfare. 





Ed Perry, convicted of attempting to bribe a 
Capitol Commissioner at Oklahoma City, was re- 
quired to serve but one day in jail for the offense. 
Why didn’t they acquit him altogether? 





Corporation Commissioner Watson accepted loans 
from two corporate concerns and was impeached on 
two cdufits, last week; by the Oklahoma State Sen- 
ate. Moral: Don’t borrow, ‘if you can possibly 
arrange a moratorium. 





To stop the drill is a difficult matter. It keeps 
pounding away downward into the depths. Prices, 
too, may be pounded in that direction, but the oil 
man’s enthusiasm is not downed. It rises over many 
unfavorable conditions. 





Three cuts in the prices of Eastern oils within 
two weeks have taken place and a big slump in new 
field operations will result. There will be less oil 
on the market in the near future and then prices 
will show a rising tendency. 





In his fight at Havana the other day, Jack John- 
son not only smote his adversary but he also hit the 
trail that leads to obscurity. In hitting his opponent 
he was not so effective as he was in landing ’on the 
trail herein mentioned. “Sic transit,” etc. 





Permission has been asked by the Samoset Oil 
Company of the Federal Court at Muskogee, Okla., 
to sell 1,000,000 barrels of oil from its riverbed 
lease in the Cushing field. Will the court declare 
that price a “wasteful” one, under the law? 





Aeroplanes in Mexico, Villa has learned, come 
high. He refuses to pay $100 per military flight and 
thereby fails to get into the fashion of up-to-date 
war leaders. By sticking to his original ground- 
plans he will save money and several lives. 





Among the many useful vehicles in the present 
European war the auto is prominent. But with Rus- 
sia gone “dry” and Great Britain threatening to 
adopt Nation-wide prohibition, the water wagon 
looms largely in the highway of eventualities. 





Oklahoma’s gross-production tax on oil is re- 
garded by some observers as a gross mistake. 
Others say it simplifies the levying of oil tribute 
and has good features. However, it is a law and it 
is in force. A try-out will show whether it should 
be repealed or not. 





General Joffree, commander of the French forces, 
predicts a speedy termination of the European war. 
He says the Allies are sure to win. Joffree is biased 
in his statements, of course, but it is hoped that he 
is making a correct prediction so far as the early 
closing of hostilities is concerned. 





John Brisben Walker is heading a movement to 
have established, in Colorado, a home for superan- 
nuated newspaper writers, similar to the famous 
Printers’ Home of Colorado Springs. This is a good 
idea. Many editors are so busy during their lives 
in making copy they don’t make much money. 





In Texas there should be no trouble in the future 
in finding managers for municipalities. The State 
University has been training men for this sort of 
work and the experiment promises big results. A 
city manager who is manageable, is the one usu- 
ally in demand. The college-made kind is to be 
otherwise. 





The lighting of cigarettes around oil wells where 
gas is impregnating the air witu its explosive fumes, 
is blamed for another fatality in the oil fields. The 
latest instance is reported from Texas. Comment 
is unnecessary—and without effect. Thoughtless 
men will continue to have their smokes regardless 
of consequences. 





Considerable nitro-glycerine is being used in the 
Cushing field as an elixir to tone up the gushing 
proclivities of the wells. Cushing, like other oil 
pools, has its limitations in the matter of resources. 
No oil-famine is imminent, there at present, but a 
time is coming when the output will be put out ina 
greatly reduced volume. 





Three hundred society women in a neighboring 
city were religiously disposed recently and for three 
days devoted themselves to silent prayer. Not a 
word did they utter. It was a Lenten form of self- 
denial and should be encouraged. A woman who 
can remain silent for three days is certainly pos- 
sessed of wonderful will power. 





Barbers of Oil City, Pa., have been cutting hair 
at 35 cents a head, but owing to falling off in patron- 
age and a perceptible tendency on the part of the 
proletariat to wear long hair, the tonsorialists real- 
ized that they had another cut coming. This was a 
cut to.25 cents per cut. To charge 35 cents for 
removing overgrown ringlets is shear extortion. 





Ty Cobb, complains the Philadelphia Ledger, gets 
over twice as much salary as Dr. N. C. Schaeffer, 
the eminent superintendent of Pennsylvania’s school 
system obtains. But there is a scarcity of Ty 
Cobbs. Eminent school superintendents are numer- 
ous. Schaeffer is strong in uplift work. But Cobb, 
too, can lift ’em up even from the top of the short 
grass. The real modern test of greatness is the 
box-office. Here Cobb shines. Schaeffer is instruc- 
tive, but Cobb is entertaining. 





WEEKLY FIELD REVIEW. 





Cushing “came back” during the week ending 
April 3, by increasing its daily production from the 
Bartlesville sand. Twenty-two wells were com- 
pleted, having a daily flow on the first 24 hours’ 
gauge of 39,750 barrels. The largest of the comple- 
tions was reported at 4,900 barrels. The spurt in 
production is not expected to prove permanent. 
There is a noticeable increase in the number of 
small wells and an occasional dry hole aids in the 
rapid discovery of the edges of the producing terri- 
tory. One duster located northwest and another 
southeast of the northern pool were reported last 
week. Water continues to make its presence felt 
in the northern pool and there is a marked decline 
in the output of the southern portion of the devel- 
oped area. Nitro-glycerine is freely used in all 
parts of the pool in an effort to maintain production. 
Many wells are also agitated and in the northern 
development several wells are being pumped. Two 
gas wells were completed on the southeastern edge 
of the southern pool, apparently cutting off any 
hope of an extension in that direction. 

Two wells completed in the Crichton pool of the 
Northern Louisiana field added 3,600 barrels to the 
daily output of that portion of Red River Parish. 
A vigorous quest for leases still continues and top 
bonus prices have been paid for acreage close to 
the producing wells. 

It is estimated that six wells in the Taylor (Tex.) 
field are producing 14,500 barrels daily. The second 
well of the First Thrall Oil Company on the Fuchs 
farm and Taylor & Giddings’ Stiles farm well are 
rated as 2,000-barrel producers. Bowers & Wither- 
spoon have a duster two and one-half miles east of 
the discovery well. Another test, located two miles 
to the west, has the appearance of a failure. 

The reported completion of a paying well at 
Olney, Young County, Tex., interested Panhandle 
operators last week. The hole was reported to be 
filled with oil and conservative estimates place the 
probable production at 15 barrels daily. There were 
no completions in the Strawn pool, but leasing in 
Palo Pinto and surrounding counties continues. 
Many of the leases already secured contain 60-day 
drilling clauses, a fact that will lead to much addi- 
tional wildcat work in the near future. 

Another reduction in the price of credit balances 
was announced last week to the producers of the 
Eastern fields. Operations during the week were 
featureless. 

Kentucky furnished a surprise when the Wood Oil 
Company’s well in the Steubenville pool of Wayne 
County was completed with a daily production of 
150 barrels. Recent drilling on Slick Fork of Cow 
Creek, in Estill County, appears to indicate the 
presence of a pool of 35-gravity, green oil. A num- 
ber of wells will soon be drilled to test this terri- 
tory. 





MID-CONTINENT PRODUCTION. 





The apparent estimated production of the fields 
of the Mid-Continent at the close of last week was 
as follows: Caddo, 40,000 barrels; Electra, 17,000 
barrels; Kansas and Oklahoma, outside of Cush- 
ing, 120,000 barrels; Cushing, 241,780 barrels; total, 
418,780 barrels. 

The estimated daily production of fuel oil in the 
Gulf Coast fields at the end of the same period was 
23,000 barrels, and of refinable oil, 19,000 barrels. 





SHIPMENT VIA PANAMA CANAL. 





It is officially stated that the Ponca City refinery 
has sold a quantity of refined products, consignee 
and destination not stated—but believed to be for 
Oriental buyers, shipment to be made through the 
Panama Canal. The Ponca City refinery is not a 
member of the Oil Export Corporation and the 
source of the order is religiously withheld. 








THE OIL AND GAS JOURNAL 





Thursday, 





INDIANS AS GOVERNMENT WARDS. 





Among civilized, intelligent Indians throughout 
the United States, there is a growing sentiment in 
behalf of the idea that rights and responsibilities of 
citizenship are needed to place the original Ameri- 
cans on a firm footing on the road to progress. So 
long as the Indian remains a ward of the Nation, to 
be paid from public funds and to be personally 
under the control of the Government, he lacks those 
incentives which lead to personal independence. 
Civilized Indians who have outgrown tribal environ- 
ments, and who are citizens, have shown that they 
are capable of successfully managing their affairs. 
By means of education and experience they have 
departed from the ways of their progenitors and 
have entered upon a new life. The future of the 
Indian is full of promise for advancement along all 
lines. 

Mentally and physically, the Indian is naturally 
well equipped. What he needs is training, and this 
is within his reach. 

Secretary Lane, of the Department of the Interior, 
has been devoting much attention to this subject 
and is heartily in favor of the idea of bestowing citi- 
zenship upon all civilized Indians. And all other 
persons interested in the welfare of the Indians are 
of the same mind. Leading Indians througout the 
country have been questioned by Mr. Lane and all 
believe that the right solution to the Indian question 
is to give the Indian the opportunity to become an 
independent, self-sustaining citizen. 

In no part of the United States are Indians mak- 
ing a better showing than in the State of Oklahoma. 
Those who have taken advantage of their oppor- 
tunities are “men among men” and are recognized 
as excellent citizens. 





SURRENDER CLAUSE IN LEASES. 





At Washington, on Monday of this week, the 
United States Supreme Court decided that oil 
leases in general use, containing “surrender” 
clauses, are enforcible by injunction proceedings in 
Federal courts. 

Such clauses give the leasing company the right 
to surrender the lease at any time upon the pay- 
ment of one dollar. 

The surrender clause in oil leases is of much im- 
portance in the oil fields of the country and oil 
producers who may be desirous of giving up lease- 
hold titles will be enabled, by due process, to do so. 
In a number of Oklahoma cases, now pending, this 
decision by the court will have a vital bearing. 





IS ITALY PREPARING TO STRIKE? 





Italian troops are assembling in large numbers on 
the frontier and it is expected that a movement into 
Austria will soon take place. Regiments from 
Rome, Naples and Calabria are now camping along 
the Austrian border in the Provinces of Brescia, 
Udine, Vicenza and Belluno. The concentration of 
troops is so complete that it includes full supplies 
of ammunition and hospitals, Red Cross corps and 
airships. 

This news means that a new feature in war af- 
fairs is to be introduced and it will be most impor- 
tant in effect. With Italy’s fighting force in the 
field and its navy battling on the sea, the Allies will 
be strongly reinforced. The beginning of the end 
should soon be at hand. 





ALLEGED LOUISIANA SEEPAGE. 





An item appearing in our issue of March 18, stat- 
ing that M. Neilsen, of Covington, La., had reported 
that an oil seepage had been found in St. Tammany 
Parish, by E. H. Finch, of the U. S. Geological Sur- 
vey, is objected to by George Otis Smith, director of 
the survey. Mr. Smith declares that the report is 
erroneous. 

The information contained in the item in question 
came from Mr. Neilsen, under date of March 9, as 
follows: 

“It might interest your readers to know that 
another oil seepage has been found in St. Tam- 
many Parish, La. This seepage was found last 
week by E. H. Finch, of the U. S. Geological 
Survey, who has recently been in the parish 
investigating.” 

In view of the flat contradiction of Mr. Smith, it 
is up to Mr. Neilsen to back up his statement. 





RIVAL CUSHING OIL CENTERS. 





Oilton, the latest addition to the number of oil 
towns, located in the Cushing district, boasts that 
it is the center of production. Drumright boasts the 
same thing. So does Cushing. But you cannot get 
the people of Tulsa to admit anything of the kind. 
To the average Tulsan there is but one center of 
the universe, and that is the county seat of Tulsa 
County. 





MANY WORKERS LACK EMPLOYMENT. 





Owing to depressed industrial conditions in many 
parts of the United States, many men are without 
employment. The situation during the past winter 
has been bad, and as yet shows little improvement. 
Because of a prevalent idea that great opportuni- 
ties are to be found in the oil fields for men who 
are willing to work, great numbers of unemployed 
persons have flocked to Oklahoma. But in obtain- 
ing employment comparatively few have been suc- 
cessful. Skilled mecuanics are eager to accept any 
kind of work that will enable them to live, and The 
Journal is informed by an employer of labor that 
for every job of the “roustabout” sort, there are 
dozens of applicants in some sections of tne field. 

It would be well for the unemployed men of the 
country to know of this condition of affairs. They 
should be warned as to their mistake in over- 
estimating oil-field opportunities in their various 
lines gf endeavor. - 





CUT IN EASTERN OIL PRICES. 





On Saturday last the Pennsylvania grade of crude 
oil was cut in price from $1.40 to $1.35 a barrel and 
oil producers, thereby, were again reminded that 
the supply was in excess of market needs. It was 
an unexpected Easter incident and its ‘effect will be 
shown in a slackening of operations in the districts 
affected by the cut. 

Early last January Pennsylvania crude was 
marked up 5 cents, but since that time the market- 
breaking production of Western fields has been 
maintained, despite all efforts to restrict operations. 
What the future will bring is a matter of conjecture, 
but it is a general belief that a turn in the oil tide 
is soon to take place and that conditions for the 
producer will improve. 

For a considerable length of time prior to April 17 
of last year, Pennsylvania oil sold at $2.50 a barrel. 
fhen came a series of cuts until $1.45 was reached 
in August. This quotation was unchanged until 
January. The prices posted last Saturday were as 
follows: Pennsylvania crude, $1.35; Mercer black, 
New Castle and Cabell, 97 cents; Somerset, 80 
cents; Corning, 83 cents; Ragland, 63 cents. The 
cut on Pennsylvania crude was 5 cents a barrel; 
Mercer black, New Castle, Cabell and Somerset, 
3 cents; Corning and Ragland, 2 cents. 





GENEROUS OWNER OF OIL LANDS. 





In the Thrall oil district in Texas, Frederick 
Fuchs, landowner, obtained a fortune in bonuses. 
He was a farmer and fairly well provided for before 
the oil excitement came his way. Then the oil- 
leasers appeared and in a short time he had a 
splendid bank account. Fuchs is a man of unusual 
qualities and instead of immediately developing a 
money-accumulating mania following the acquisi- 
tion of his first fund of $100,000, he began to think 
of some of his less fortunate relatives. He realized 
that he was in a position to assist them and he at 
once proceeded to do so. He bought farms and 
homes for those of his kindred who were unable to 
make such purchases and in a bountiful manner 
started them on the road to prosperity. 

The spirit shown by this Texas landowner is de- 
serving of much commendation. The man has not 
only made himself happy in well-doing, but he has 
turned the sunshine of life into the affairs of others. 
His example should be an incentive to all oil-land 
owners to become generous. They would have no 
difficulty in finding persons on whom to bestow 
benefactions. For instance, they could donate cash 
for the purpose of reimbursing individuals who 
drill dry holes. They could gladden the hearts of 
certain lawyers who, through some sort of hard 
luck, have failed to get their share of oil-lease law 
work, 

And there are a few down-trodden editors who 
might be induced to accept loans or donations to 
enable them to publish fiery editorials against any 
person or concern whom the benefactors may’ de- 
sire to have “roasted.” The field for benevolence 
by oil-land owners is large and undeveloped. 





1S THE WAR SOON TO BE ENDED? 





That the war in Europe will soon reach an end, is 
a prediction made by a well-informed: oil man who 
recently arrived in Oklahoma from Europe. He had 
been in England and on the continent and was In a 
position to get “straight tips”.on the situation so 
far as such tips go. His sources of information 
were chiefly in commercial circles and the idea he 
obtained was, in effect, that the financial phases of 
the great struggle are now becoming paramount to 
other features of the war. The contending coun- 
tries will he forced to make some kind of peace 
agreements to end hostilities before all are hope- 
lessly involved in overwhelming national debts: 
Whether there are grounds for these conclusions or 





not, is a matter of conjecture. The British declare 
that they will fight the Germans to a finish, ending 
tor all time the question of European mastery. ~The 
Germans, on the other hand, are apparently willing 
to continue their deadly battles to the bitter end. 

However, a trade news special from Philadelphia, 
Pa., indicates that big financial interests in the East 
are in possession of information that the war is 
soon to end. ‘the quick absorption of $10,000,000 
in German Government treasury notes, according to 
leading Philadelphia bankers, presages an early 
peace in Europe. About 75 per cent. of this entire 
ioan has been taken in a hurry by financial interests 
and none of the notes is for public sale, a syndicate 
having taken all it could get. 

The Philadelphia bankers acted on information 
that the great European war would end within 30 
days. How Philadelphia got this early tip and 
where it came from, is a mystery and none of the 
bankers conéerned will publicly discuss that phase 
of the matter. New York, where the notes were 
first offered, had received a similar tip. 

The prediction that the war would end in 30 days 
is of interest, in view of the fact that Lloyds in 
London have recently offered 2 to 1 that the war 
ends by June. 





IMPORTANT HEARING AT ARDMORE. 





The Corporation Commission begins tomorrow, 
Friday, a hearing at Ardmore as to alleged viola- 
tions of its orders fixing price of oil and restricting 
production. A number of companies have been 
cited to appear. The complaints were filed by the 
Healdton Producers’ Association some thirty days 
ago. At the conclusion of the Ardmore hearing the 
commission will go to Cushing. Nearly every pro- 
ducer in the Cushing district has been accused of 
violating the orders of the commission and this will 
be the most important phase of the investigatons 
which will be conducted by the commission. It is 
significant in this regard that the complaints 
against Cushing operators did not come from Cush- 
ing, but from the outside. The Cushing operators 
will vigorously oppose the authority of the commis- 
sion either to fix prices or to limit production 
through a theoretical dennition of waste. 





PIPE-LINE PLANS THAT FAILED. 





When the proposed Government pipe line from 
Oklahoma to the Gulf was first agitated, many oil 
men were strongly in favor of it. Government offi- 
cials also regarded it as a desirable proposition. 
Oklahoma oil was then selling at more than double 
its present price and the Government’s annual naval 
oil-fuel bill amounted to a big sum. It was then be- 
lieved that the Government, by piping its fuel oil 
from the fields to the Gulf, would greatly reduce 
expenses and at the same time assist complaining 
producers who had oil to market. But various 
phases of the situation have undergone changes and 
Uncle Sam has now very little prospect of becoming 
a “pipe liner.” Oil is cheap and there will soon be 
ample means of transportation. 





HOLDING OIL FOR HIGHER PRICE. 





Various stories are afloat that Cushing producers, 
in view of declining production and increase in 
transportation facilities, are holding out for a higher 
price for production for future delivery. Neither 
the pipe-line companies, the purchasing agencies nor 
the larger producers in the Cushing district will go 
on record in the matter. The statement has been 
made in the daily papers that producers are now 
asking 65 cents a barrel for the oil and tankage 
whereas 55 cents a barrel was the price paid for a 
great deal of oil some weeks ago. 


GRIEVANCES OF THE CHOCTAWS. 








At Durant, Okla., on April 21, will be held a very 
important Indian convention. The Choctaws be- 
lieve that there is a crisis in their affairs and they 
are trying to find means of improving conditions. 
The convention is called for these reasons: 

(1) The selecton or election of a Principal 
Chief who will be recommended to the Presi- 
dent of the United States for appointment. In- 
asmuch as the Choctaw people now face a grave 
crisis in their affairs, they feel that they should 
be represented by a Principal Chief of their 
own selection. Tribal election has been abol- 
ished by Congress. Therefore, the mass con- 
vention is the best method available for express-* 
ing the preference of the Choctaw people for a® 
Principal Chief. 

(2) To consider the advisability of filing a 
suit to compel the Secretary of the Interior to 
pay the Choctaw people all their money in the 
United States Treasury. Action along this line’ 
seems to be the only method which may get 
immediate results. * 
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(3) To take some action looking to the dis- 
position of coal and asphalt deposits. The de- 
partment has already sold a large percentage 
of coal and asphalt surface lands. It is there- 
fore important that a plan should be outlined 
for the disposition of these deposits. 

In the United States Treasury, funds amounting 
to $5,000,000, payable to the Choctaws, are tied up 
because of the failure of Congress to provide for the 
disbursement. Mississippi Choctaw Indians de- 
manded that Oklahoma members of their tribe 
share their property rights and emoluments with 
them, and the Oklahomans objected. Meanwhile, a 
powerful congressional combination was formed in 
behalf of the Mississippians and a “dog in the 
manger” policy was put into effect. Governor Vic- 
tor M. Locke, because of political reasons, is not 
held in high favor by certain Democratic Choctaw 
Indians, Locke being a Republican, and an effort 
will be made to displace him with a Democrat and 
a man of action who will make a strong effort to 
unlock the doors of the treasury so that the money 
belonging to the tribe may be obtainable. 

The proposition to sue the Government in order 
to bring about a payment is decidedly interesting. 
It is understood that P. T. Hurley, of Tulsa, tribal 
attorney for the Choctaws, strongly opposes the 
proposed litigation. 





RENEWAL OF FOSTER LEASE. 





Although there will be no further official action 
taken by the Interior Department for some weeks 
in the matter of the renewal of the Foster lease in 
the Osage Reservation, the agents of the depart- 
ment are still in Oklahoma conducting an investiga- 
tion into conditions in the Osage. These agents 
have been in Oklahoma for more than thirty days, 
having been especially assigned to this particular 
duty by Secretary Lane before he left Washington 
on his vacation and inspection tour in the West 
Indies. The representatives of the Secretary are 
particularly charged with ascertaining the senti- 
ment of the members of the tribe as individuals, 
irrespective of the position taken by the enee 
Council. 2 





TEST CASE IS NOT YET STARTED. 





No action has yet been taken either by the county 
treasurers or the corporation attorneys looking to a 
test case to decide just what the intent of the Legis- 
lature was when it passed the gross-production tax. 
There is no apparent difference of opinion among 
the lawyers for the producers. Up to this time the 
Attorney General’s office has been silent on the 
question. The producers, both individual and cor- 
porate, are preparing the rolls and will submit them 
to the county treasurers shortly. Upon the refusal 
by a county treasurer of the tender of the case, the 
question of the constitutionality of the act will at 
once be raised to advance it on the docket so that 
there may be a speedy adjustment of this very 
vexatious question. 





TO WITHHOLD ADVERTISEMENTS? 





There is talk of a proposition to be submitted to 
the Interior Department to withhold advertisements 
for bids on’ the unleased portion of the Osage defi- 
nitely. This tract comprises something more than 
1,000,000 acres. The argument is that there is al- 
ready overproduction in the field and should this 
territory, which is considered a good speculation, 
be thrown on the market, it would tend to still fur- 
ther unsettle conditions. Some of the territory is 
within striking distance of the big wells in the 
Cushing district. In fact, there have been some big 


wells brought in on Osage lands and it is feared 


that, should the department place all of the Osage 
territory on the market, the market would be in- 
fluenced and the prospect of new production would 
operate to hold prices down. 





OPENING OF THE DARDANELLES. 





One of the results of the opening of the Darda- 
nelles to commerce will be the release of several 
million barrels of oil which have been bottled up at 
Baku since the declaration of war. As a result of 
the blockade, or rather the danger of attempted 
exports through Turkish waters, the petroleum in- 
dustry,of. Russia has been in a state of semi-paraly- 
sis for months. . Production has. fallen off and the 
amount in storage. has materially increased. Should 
the Allies succeed in their attempt to open the 
Dardanelles, the Russian oil in storage will find an 
outlet and the release of this vast quantity of fuel 
may have some effect on the fuel-oil markets of the 
United States, as the British Government has been 
one of the heaviest purchasers of fuel for the past 

’ eight months. 





INCREASING CAPACITY OF REFINERY. 





The Cosden Company announces that it will at 
once increase the capacity of its refinery in West 
Tulsa to 15,000 barrels a day and that it will loop 
the 8-inch line between its production at Cushing 
and the refinery. With the contemplated improve- 
ment the Cosden plant will be second only to the 
Neodesha refinery in the Mid-Continent field. The 
Cosden Company has also recently placed an order 
for tank cars which will give it ample — for 
marketing its product. 





CODE OF CONSERVATION RULES. 





The representatives of the Bureau of Mines at 
Washington, Messrs. Pollard and McMurray, who 
have been in Oklahoma for the past six months, 
were in Tulsa recently and announced that a new 
code of rules and regulations governing the conduct 
of drilling operations on Indian lands still under 
the jurisdiction of the Department of the Interior 
will be promulgated by Secretary Lane within a 
month. The tentative draft of the regulations has 
been gone over and it is the opinion of these gen- 
tlemen that the department will insist on some sub- 
stantial performance along the lines of the conser- 
vation statutes passed by the Legislature of Okla- 
homa which has just adjourned. 





TULSANS ACTIVE IN NEW FIELD. 





Tulsa is very largely represented in the colony 
which is being formed at Taylor, Tex. C. J. Wrights- 
man, White & Sinclair, the Producers Oil Company, 
the Devonian Oil Company, James K. Crawford and 
others have their men on the ground and all are 
interested in acreage. Most of the Tulsa producers 
got into the game after the bringing in of the 
first well, but they have nearly all increased their 
holdings. White & Sinclair and Mr. Wrightsman 
are the largest holders of leases and, as usual, when 
they become busy, the result of their operations 
was an immediate boost in prices all along the line. 





LINE PIPE IS BEING DELIVERED. 





Deliveries of pipe are being made daily to the 
Prairie Pipe Line Company, the Mc-Man Oil Com- 
pany and the Oklahoma Pipe Line Company, but 
construction has been delayed because of the 
weather conditions. The gangs have been organ- 
ized and are ready to go to work just as soon as the 
spring breaks in earnest. Better progress has been 
made on the Mc-Man line than any other for the 
reason that there has been less rain and snow in 
the southern portion of the State than in Eastern 
and Northern Oklahoma and Kansas. 





OIL FIELDS OF THE FUTURE. 





In South American countries oil operations thus 
far conducted have shown very clearly that im- 
mense petroliferous areas are located in those sec- 
tions of the world. Geologists have made elaborate 
surveys and their reports indicate that oil-bearing 
formations there are widely extended. The oil in- 
dustry in those countries is now merely in an em- 
bryotic state and will expand as time passes and 
trade demands require. When the now known oil 
fields of America reach that point in their history 
when it can be said of them that they are thor- 
oughly defined and, to a great extent drained, then 
the South American fields will experience boom 
conditions. They will furnish rivers of oil to take 
the place of the supply now available. 





PETROLEUM SHIPPED TO ENGLAND. 





The Petroleum Review of London, England, dated 
March 20, has been received and among the inter- 
esting articles which it prints is one indicating that 
England is quite free from any “petrol famine,” such 
as Germany is said to be enduring at present. Great 
Britain’s, navy seems to be able to protect ship- 
ments to the British Isles even if German sub- 
marines are causing much worriment. The Review 
says: 

“With a total for the week of over 8,500,000 gal- 
lons, the imports of petroleum into the United King- 
dom have again reached a figure far in excess of the 
average weekly requirements, even in times of 
peace, and this in spite of the supposed blockade of 
our coasts. With but one exception, the whole of 
the imports are of American origin—a fact which 
shows what an enormous trade we are now engaged 
in with the United States. The imports into Lon- 
don include two large cargoes, one on the tanker 
Arca for the Asiatic Petroleum Company, Ltd., from 
Port Arthur, Tex., of 1,119,000 gallons of motor 
spirit, and the other a cargo of illuminating oil of 
byt slightly larger dimensions, and from the same 
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port of lela brought 3 the Saxonian for the 
Homelight Oil Company, Ltd. Into Liverpool the 
Lackawanna brought almost 600,000 gallons of bulk 
lubricants for the Anglo-American Oil Company, 
Ltd., and then, proceeding to Manchaster, dis- 
charged for the same company over 500,000 gallons 
of lubricating oil. and kerosene. For the Anglo- 
American Oil Company also, the Barneston brought 
over 400,000 gallons of gas oil to Manchester, and a 
similar quantity of kerosene. 

At the Bristol storages, the J. B. Aug. Kessler has 
discharged a cargo of over 600,000 gallons of Shell 
spirit for the Asiatic Petroleum Company, this cargo. 
coming from Rangoon, while several large cargoes 
have been delivered into Barrow, these including 
almost 1,200,900 gallons of motor spirit for the Asi- 
atic Petroleum Company, Ltd., and over 1,800,000 
gallons of motor spirit for the Anglo. And still they 
talk of a blockade. 








OIL POSSIBILITIES IN CHILE. 





Commercial Attache Verne L. Havens, writing 
from Santiago, Chile, under date of Jan. 25, gives 
the following information about Chilean oil pros- 
pects: 

It is reported that the country surrounding Punta 
Arenas in Chile contains petroleum and asphalt, 
and that the deposits lie in a belt which, if extended 
across the undeveloped territory, would intersect 
the Comodoro Rivadavia oil fields in Argentina. The 
asphalt has been found in small quantities through- 
out this territory for many years, and even in the 
crude state burns with a continuous yellow flame. 
Practically all the ground has been renounced, but 
the holding company will dispose of 60 to 80 per 
cent. of their interests to an exploration company 
who will guarantee to exploit if oil is found, or they 
will give an option for complete sale for cash at the 
end of six months’ exploration, or for an additional 
amount will extend the option to 18 months. If no 
oil is found, the explorer loses only the cost of his 
explorations. 

It is also reported that there are important oil 
shales available for development in Chile about 620 
miles south of Santiago, with a railway near by; 
that analyses indicate that the shales contain from 
25 to 62 gallons of crude oil per ton; and that 31,100 
acres have been renounced as Oil claims by persons 
who are unable to develop, but who will transfer 
their rights to a developing company for 10 per cent. 
stock interest or will give an option for a cash sale. 

[Two pamphlets giving further information about 
these oil fields may be consulted at the Bureau of 
Foreign and Domestic Commerce or its branch 
offices, which will also supply the name of a well- 
known mine manager of Chile.] 





OIL DISTRICTS OF ITALY. 





About four years ago there was appointed, in the 
Province of Kaserta, Italy, a special committee for 
preliminary investigation of the petroliferous areas 
in that Province. The committee only having made 
superficial investigations presented an unfavorable 
report to the effect that there is petroleum, but its 
deposits are not rich and lay at great depths, so that 
the production will be connected with great ex- 
pense. Such report caused the abandoning of all 
exploration. 

But during last year there was formed a new com- 
pany which undertook a more thorough investiga- 
tion of several areas. During January of this year 
boring has given undoubted proofs of the petrolif- 
érous nature of the areas, and at the beginning of 
February the petroliferous strata were reached near 
St. Djavanni, in Kariko, where oil was found at a 
depth of 364 meters. During the first few days the 
well yielded about two tons a day, but the produc- 
tion is expected to considerably increase. At pres- 
ent, investigations are being carried out at St. 
Djavanni and also at Piko, near Gaeta. The total 
production of petroleum in Italy during 1912 
amounted to 10,000 tons, but in 1913 it decreased to 
6,500 tons and in 1914 to 5,500 tons, but there are 
undoubtedly large petroliferous areas in Italy, and 
the national production when developed may be a 
considerable one. 





ANOTHER EDISON BENZOL PLANT. 





A benzol absorbing plant will be built in the 
Birmingham district by .Themas A. Edison, of Or- 
ange, N. J. Construction has begun at Woodward, 
Ala., and it is reported that it will be a $150,000 
plant, requiring a 300x100-foot building. This struc- 
ture will be equipped with machinery for absorbing 
benzol, utilizing coal tar from the coke ovens of the 
Woodward Iron Company. -The establishment of 
this enterprise, its product being an innovation in 
American industry, will add another important 
manufacturing plant to the Birmingham district. 
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OIL REFINERY AT VANCOUVER. 





Consul General R. E. Mansfield, stationed at Van- 
couver, British Columbia, reports under date of 
March 17: 

The Imperial Oil Company, which owns large 
tracts of oil-producing lands in Peru, has installed 
a refinery at Ioca, on Burrard Inlet, a few miles 
from Vancouver, at which crude oil will be reduced 
and various products obtainable from petroleum, 
including gasoline, naphtha, kerosene, lubricating 
oils, etc., will be manufactured. ; 

The site covers an area of 87 acres, and the plant 
representing a cost of $1,250,000, consists of 50 
tanks, one of which has a capacity of 3,000,000 gal- 
lons, the largest receptacle of the kind in Canada. 

The crude oil, which comes from the company’s 
wells in Peru, is brought to the plant in tank steam- 
ers having an average capacity of 2,000,000 gallons. 
Three steamers can berth at the company’s docks, 
which has a minimum depth of water of over 30 
feet. The crude oil is pumped out of the ship’s 
tanks through a 12-inch pipe line to the storage 
tanks by electrically-driven pumps, having an aggre- 
gate capacity of 50,000 gallons per minute. 

In the process of refining, the crude oil is pumped 
from the storage tanks to a battery of stills, each 
having a capacity of 45,000 gallons, where it is sub- 
jected to heat and the various vapors driven off and 
condensed. The different grades of oil as they come 
from the still are run into a series of working tanks, 
and then tested with acid in the agitator, which has 
a capacity of over 60,000 gallons and also in the 
steam still. 


The finished products are stored in tanks from 
which they can be shipped in bulk by steamers or in 
railway tank cars. Some of the products of the 
plant are shipped in barrels and cans, a special 
building for the filling and storing of which has 
been constructed. 

The completion and installation of this oil refin- 
ery is an advance step in industrial development, 
and will increase materially the. commercial and 
shipping importance of the port of Vancouver. 





PERSONAL MENTION 





J. B. Foster, of Ardmore, Okla., 
early this week on oil business. 

Louis Friedman, oil producer, whose home is in 
Muncie, Ind., is here on a business trip. 

H. F. Sinclair, oil man and baseball magnate, has 
returned to Tulsa from New York City. 

J. J. Larkin, one of Bartlesville’s most energetic 
citizens, was a Tulsa visitor during the week. 

J. E. Swindler, Tulsa oil man, has returned from 
a business trip to the Thrall oil district in Texas. 

W. A. Kunkel, of Bluffton, Ind., a prominent and 
successful oil man, is in Tulsa on a business trip. 

c. J. Wrightsman returned last Saturday from 
Taylor, Tex., where he was looking after his oil 
interests. 

Walter Markham, of Yale, Okla., was an Easter 
guest of his brother, John H. Markham, Jr., of 
Tulsa, on Sunday. 

Dana H. Kelsey, of the Prairie Oil & Gas Com- 
pany’s land department, has returned from a visit 
to Muskogee, Okla. 


Attorney Frank B. Crosthwaite, of Washington, 
D. C., who has oil interests in Oklahoma, is in Tulsa 
on a business visit. 


Robert E. Markham, of Tulsa, has gone to Taylor, 
Tex., to look over oil opportunities in the new oil 
field in that vicinity. 


Clint Moore, a veteran oil man, formerly of Penn- 
sylvania, now a Bartlesville (Okla.) resident, was 
in Tulsa on Monday. 


Nat E. Harris, well-known Tulsa oil operator, ar- 
rived from Bradford, Pa., in the Oklahoma oil 
metropolis on Monday. 


Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Treat and children have re- 
turned to their home in Tulsa, after a sojourn of 
three months in Florida. 


D. C. Morrow, manager of the United Iron Works 
Company at Iola, Kan., was in Tulsa ay week in 
the interest of his company. 


John O. Tucker and A. M. Mueller, of St. ine, 
Mo., are in Tulsa in the interest of Joseph T. Ryer- 
son & Son, whom they represent. 

W. H. Crimmel, of Independence, Kan., superin- 
tendent of the Prairie Pipe Line’s telegraph depart- 
ment, was a business visitor in Tulsa a few days ago. 


Cc. J. Williams, of the Atlas Oil Company of Kan- 
sas City, visited the Cushing oil field last week and 


was in Tulsa 


| quality. 





then came to Tulsa to attend some business matters’ 


here. 


J. H. Larson, a well-known producer of Tulsa, 
who has been under medical treatment in Kansas 
City, has returned from that place and is much im- 
proved in health. 

Theodore N. Barnsdall, heavyweight gas and oil 
magnate, known everywhere in the country as a 
forceful figure in business, was a visitor in Tulsa 
and Bartlesville last week. 


Ross Craig has been transferred from the Jarecki 
supply store at Robinson, Ill., to the Tulsa estab- 
lishment of that concern. F. H. Stanton will suc- 
ceed Mr. Craig at Robinson. 


Gardiner Steele has arrived in Tulsa from Flor- 
ida, where he passed the winter montns. He was 
on hand to assist in closing up the Elwood Oil Com- 
pany transfer in the Cushing field. 

Charles C. Simmons, of Tulsa, assistant treasurer 
of the Frick-Reid Supply Company, was a visitor in 
Ardmore, Okla., Jast week, looking after that com- 
pany’s interests in the Healdton field. 

Dr. Erb, a distinguished geologist in the service 
of the Dutch-Shell interests, has arrived in Tulsa 
from The Hague, Holland. He is here to do some 
geological work for the Roxana Company. 


Robert Fuller, of the Devonian Oil Company, has 
arrived in Tulsa from New York City. It is under- 
stood that the Devonian people intend to merge 
their different oil companies into one big concern. 

Fred W. Schail, representing the Oil Engines 
Manufacturing Company of Lima, O., whose spe- 
cialty is the Prim engine, arrived in Tulsa Satur- 
day. From here he went to Muskogee, Okla., early 
this week. 


W. M. Dunham has returned from a business trip 
to Pittsburgh, Pa.; Chicago, Ill., and Kansas City, 
Mo. He says there is a perceptible improvement in 
some lines of business in the Pittsburgh manufac- 
curing district. 


Michael Murphy, of Philadelphia, prominent in 
the affairs of oil for many years, was a recent visi- 
tor in the Taylor-Thrall oil field, where he and his 
business associates recently struck the oil vein with 
unerring precision and drew a gusher of the finest 
He is accompanied by his son, Thomas 
Murphy. 

Timothy L. (“Spike”) Sullivan, who has a world- 
wide reputation in pugilistic circles, is visiting in 
Tulsa and thinks that the Oklahoma oil metropolis 
is a town worth seeing. Mr. Sullivan has won 
championship battles in different countries, includ- 
ing Australia, in years gone by, and is still vigorous 
and active. 

A. R. Cowell, an energetic young oil man from 
Parkersburg, W. Va., has arrived in Tulsa on a 
business trip. He says that the oil and gas men of 
his State are to be congratulated on their success- 
ful opposition to proposed revenue acts which were 
intended to heavily and unjustly tax the owners of 
oil and gas properties. 


Alex Swanson and P. R. Barton, well-known gly- 
cerine men, left Tulsa on Monday for Casper, Wyo. 
The Central Torpedo Company, of which Mr. Barton 
is manager, for several years has done much of the 
shooting in the Wyoming field. Mr. Swanson will 
have charge of the business of the recently-organ- 
ized Swanson Torpedo Company. 


R. J. Berry, of Findlay, O., general superintend- 
ent of the Ohio Oil Company, was in the Healdton 
(Okla.) oil field last week, accompanied by W. M. 
Holland, district superintendent of the same com- 
pany. They were on a business errand and a rumor 
was circulated to the effect that they were inquir- 
ing into the feasibility of another pipe-line project. 


R. S. Haseltine, general manager of the Britisn 
Consolidated Oil Corporation, Ltd., of San Fran- 
cisco, Cal., is visiting his cousin, W. R. Guiberson, 
at Tulsa. While in this city he will make a trip to 
Cushing and other points of interest in the Okla- 
homa field. Mr. Haseltine is en route to his home 
from a trip to Washington, D. C., in connection with 
business for his company. 


Mrs. H. W. Black, wife of H. W. Black, sales 
manager. of the rope division of the Wright Wire 
Company, accompanied by their 5-year-old daughter, 
arrived in Tulsa this week from Worcester, Mass. 
Mr. Black has opened offices in the Hotel Tulsa and 
has stocked a warehouse with Wright cables in 
Tulsa. Mr. and Mrs. Black expect to make their 
home in this city for some time. 


Mrs. J. A. Frates and Miss Alice Frates, of Spring- 
field, Mo., wife and daughter, respectively, of the 
general superintendent of the Frisco Railroad, were 
visitors at Oilton, Okla., during the week, making 
the trip in a special car. Tne ladies were called 
upon by a number of Oilton women and a reception 
in the car was greatly enjoyed. It was the first 
social function of any importance in the coher of 
the new oil town. 








NOTED IN PASSING 





At Taylor and Thrall, in Texas, the new oil boom © 
has caused great local business activity. 


At Oilton, Okla., a “Christian pool hall” is to be 
tried as an experiment. It will be a novelty among 
oil-region pool halls. 


In the Whittier-Fullerton oil field, in California, 
operations are less active than at any period since 
the district was opened. 


Every siding between Tulsa and Pawnee, Okla., 
was filled last week with cars containing material 
for the Cushing oil field. 


Another oil man who is a minister of the gospel, 
is Rev. W. T. Amis. He is active in the Jefferson 
County (Okla.) oil district. 

Oil shipments to South America by the Union Oil 
Company of California are given out as ‘amounting 
to about 125,000 barrels a month. 


The proposed pipe line from the Cushing field to 
Kansas, backed by refining interests in that State, 
is said now to be an assured enterprise. 


According to information from Schleswig, whilst 
hitherto the German authorities have been allowing 
one quart of petroleum weekly per family, no more 
petroleum is now to be sold to the public. 


There are many oil-buyers in the Healdton (Okla.) 
field, but producers are not willing to accept bar- 
gain prices in any deals that may be proposed. 

William Spaulding has purchased a 60-acre lease 
and seven producing wells in Rutherford Run dis- 
trict, McKean County, Pa., from E. J. Tunison. 


Frisco Railroad immigration officials have decided 
to invite St. Louis newspaper men to visit the 
Cushing oil field and write about the wonders of the 
oil country. 


Use of petroleum fuel on naval vessels is now 
more generally favored than ever before. In the~ 
European war oil as fuel on fighting craft has effect- 
ually proved its value. 


One of the M., K. & T. Railroad officials is respon- 
sible for the statement that his company is han- 
dling 200 cars of oil a day from the Cushing district, 
both refined and crude. 


Action on proposed oil legislation at Sacramento, 
Cal., has been postponed by agreement among the 
legislators, to April 20. It is believed that the 
public utility bills will pass. 


Joseph Hivick, of the Hivick Oil Company, who, 
some time ago, was injured severely in a runaway 
accident, has recovered completely. ‘He was at 
Ardmore, Okla., last week, looking after business 
interests. 


Andrew Litser, superintendent for the Doheny 
company in Mexican oil operations, believes that 
conditions in Mexico will soon materially improve 
and that a great oil boom is coming in that dis- 
turbed country. 


That the recent appointment of a special petro- 
leum commission by the Carranza Government is 
the first step in a policy looking toward a nationali- 
zation of the oil industry in Mexico, is the opinion 
of many operators. 


In reorganizing the Prairie Oil & Gas Company 
and forming the new Prairie Pipe Line Company, 
the purchase of internal-revenue stamps required 
for the new stock certificates amounted to a total 
outlay of $13,700. 


Oil is the fuel used in ‘the new American dread- 
naught Pennsylvania. It is said by experts that 
this is the greatest fighting ship ever launched. The 
Pennsylvania’s cost will be $13,000,000 when she is 
completed, next February. 


On March 31 the Standard Oil Company of New 
York announced a reduction of 15 points in the 
price of refined petroleum for export, making cases 
10.10 cents per gallon, tanks 4.10 cents and standard 
white in barrels 7.50 cents. 


The Phipps Bill, introduced in the Pennsylvania 
Senate as a substitute for two other measures, pro- 
vides that “products of crude petroleum shall be 
labelled”—not “crude petroleum and its products,” 
as specified in the previous measures, 


The Shell Transport & Trading Company has an- 
nounced that it will maintain general offices at 
Portland, Ore., and open a main station at that 
point for that territory. A wharf will be erected, as 
well as oil tatiks, and auxiliary structures. 


Following the disaster that occurred in the loss of 
the oil tanker Chester in mid-ocean, all tankers be: 
longing to the Standard Oil Company of New Jersey 
and affiliated concerns, not already equipped with 
wireless, will be so equipped in the future. 


At Moline, Kan., last week, the little daughter of - 
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Mrs. Alice Roach, a widow, poured kerosene in the 
kitchen stove at her mother’s home. The house was 
destroyed and the child was burned to death. A 
brother of the girl is in a critical condition. 


Work on the Mc-Man Pipe Line Company’s new 
pump station near Purcell, Okla., is proceeding 
briskly, a large force of men being employed on it. 
The company’s pipe line from Cushing to Addington 
will probably be finished by the first of June. 


The Santa Maria fields are destined to surpass all 
other California districts in duration and consist- 
ence according to Dr. Rajos C. Martin, prominent 
German geologist, who is in Los Angeles after a 
complete tour of the fields of the United States. 


The Standard Oil Company of New Jersey has 
ordered two tankers from the Newport News Ship- 
building & Dry Dock Company. The new vessels 
will be somewhat larger than the former two and 
will have a capacity of 100,000 barrels (15,000 tons) 
each. 

The purchase of 120 acres of land in the Cushing 
(Okla.) field, by the Elwood Oil Company of Tulsa, 
from Lizzie Brown, is announced. The property 
includes 11 producing wells, yielding 2,100 barrels 
daily and the purchase price is said to nave been 
$560,000. 


George Chatman, a rig builder employed on a 
lease on the Lost Hills (Cal.) oil field, recently fell 
to the ground from a derrick, 50 feet, sustaining 
injuries which resulted in his death. He was 36 
years old and leaves a brother and sister who live 
at Mount Erie, Ill. 


In the Renfrew (Pa.) oil field, the Kaltenbach 
farm well No. 14, which was drilled 20 years ago 
and plugged because it then failed to flow in quan- 
tities desired, was last week given a shaking up by 
means of a heavy shot of nitro-glycerine. It is now 
a good pumper for that section. 

The best-paying oil concerns of California, accord- 
ing to a newspaper printed in that State, have the 
plainest offices. Some other oil companies whose 
dividends are few and far between are usually more 
particular about their official headquarters, and 
luxurious appointments are in order. Pe ae) oe: 

W. S. Lowe, a prominent oil man of Muskogee, 
Okla., who is interested in an oil well near Gaines- 
ville, Tex., was stricken with paralysis in the latter 
place last week. One entire side of Mr. Lowe’s body 
is paralyzed and his face is badly drawn. Doctors 
have hopes for his recovery, however. 

According to the Muskogee (Okla.) Times-Demo- 
crat, Judge Campbell has decided the case of Robert 
Holland vs. the Paraffine Oil Company, involving oil 
land on the edge of the Cushing field valued at 
something over $100,000, in favor of Holland. The 
case will be appealed to a hig-er court. 


The Hope Engineering & Supply Company, of 
Pittsburgh, Pa., has opened an office in Tulsa, with 
R. J. Lindsay, Western manager, in charge. The 
Hope company sells the well known Hammon Coup- 
ler, gas engines, compressors, meters, piping sys- 
tems, and makes a specialty of pipe line work of all 
descriptions. 

Charles Mohr, of Oil City, Pa., who for some time 
has been in the service of the Buckeye Pipe Line 
Company in Ohio, recently started for India to fill 
a three-year contract with the Burma Oil Company, 
as field superintendent. Before departing he was 
joined in marriage with Miss Aurie Prentice, of 
Kenmore, O. 

C. T. Brown, S. Ross, Harry Seigman and K. Kav- 
anaugh, emplyes of the Associated Oil Company at 
Fellows, Cal., were in a speeding automobile when 
it turned turtle recently. Kavanaugh escaped prac- 
tically uninjured. The others were severely hurt. 
The machine was going at a 50-mile gait when the 
accident occurred. 

Information contained in a private letter from 
Tampico is to the effect that the burning Potrero 
del Llano gusher, in Mexico, is steadily burning 
itself out. Seepages constantly on fire draw heavily 
from the deposit of oil tapped by the well, which at 
its opening was regarded as a producer of about 
16,000 barrels a day. 

The Standard Oil Company pipe lines handle 30 
per cent. of California’s output; the Associated Oil 
Company, 32 per cent.; the Independent Oil Pro- 
ducers’ Agency, 22 per cent.; the General Petroleum 
Company, 11 per cent., and the Kern Trading & Oil 
Company, 10 per cent., according to estimates found 
in the Petroleum Review. 


Within the past several, weeks there Have been 
added, says the Oil, Paint and Drug Reporter, about 
twenty ships to the list of foreign vessels brought 
under American registry according to the terms of 
the Act of August 18th last. There have been 
brought under American registry 129 vessels of 
more than 468,000 gross tons. 

Some time ago the Supreme Court of Panama de- 
cided that oil property in that country belonged to 
the Government. A subsequent decision by the 





same tribunal recently reversed this, declaring that 
individual ownership of oil properties was legal and 
right. At present, owing to these conflicting poli- 
cies, oil men know waat to expect. 


Oil City (Pa.) Blizzard: The many Oil City 
friends of Samuel Doty, who had learned of his mys- 
terious disappearance several months ago when in 
the Mid-Continent oil field, will be pleased to learn 
he has arrived in Fostoria, O., for a visit with rela- 
tives after a residence in Mexico, where he was 
fortunate in several large oil deals. 


The Nippon Oil Company of Japan has begun the 
manufacture of gasoline from natural gas in the 
oil field at Nishiyam, Niigata, an American expert 
being in charge of the work and the methods fol- 
lowed being strictly American. The gas of the 
Japanese wells is said to be rich in those elements 
required in the making of gasoline. 


A. B. Morgan, in the Superior Court at Muskogee, 
Okla., has brought suit against Richard H. Keith 
and E. C. Platt, claiming that there is still $913 due 
him on an oil-well drilling contract. The well, 
which was in Tulsa County, turned out to be dry 
and the defendants are admitted to have paid Mor- 
gan $1,800 of the amount he claims is due. 


George Hosmer, an oil man of much experience, 
has arrived in California from Argentina, where, he 
says, there has been much activity lately in oil. 
According to Hosmer, there were but 14 wells in 
that country up to a couple of months ago. Since 
then nine new holes have been put down with every 
indication of becoming excellent producers. 


The Russian Government has recently made a rul- 
ing that as the Galician oil fields of Austria are now 
under the Czar’s control and may in time be re- 
garded as part of the Russian Empire, the prohibi- 
tive export duties which prevailed during the Aus- 
trian administration are removed and Galician pe- 
troleum products may be shipped free into Russia. 


Shipments of California petroleum products 
abroad in March showed much improvement. The 
demand from the Orient and Australia is maintain- 
ing its increase and better conditions seem to be 
developing in the leading Central American repub- 
lics which were more or less prostrated by the 
refusal of British capitalists to furnish them ready 
capital owing to the war. 

April 12, the time for filing rates by the common- 
carrier pipe lines in California will expire. Before 
that date it is expected that a writ of review will be 
taken to the Supreme Court to test the validity of 
the decision rendered by the State Railroad Com- 
mission. To date, no rates have been filed except 
by the Standard, which has accepted the commoi- 
carrier law under protest. 


The Scottish Mexican Petroleum Company, Dum- 
barton, Scotland, capital $2,000,000, has been author- 
ized to do business in New York. Charles H. Rath- 
bone, with offices at 50 Broadway, will be the 
American representative of the company. The com- 
pany has production in the oil fields adjacent to 
Tampico, Mex. Mr. Rathbone, formerly of Bradford, 
Pa., is an oil man of broad experience. 


The Galena-Signal Oil Company, of Franklin, Pa., 
has notified operators that, for one year from date, 
it will purchase only 70 per cent. of the heavy oil 
produced in Franklin district. Large stocks of 
crude the company has on hand are supposed to be 
the chief cause of this action. The price has not 
fluctuated from $4 for a quarter century nor has the 
demand during that time fallen below the supply. 


The Russian Council of Ministers has approved 
of the conditions of lease of petroliferous areas of 
the Terski military administration to the Vladikav- 
kas Railroad. The total area to be given to the 
railway under lease covers a surface of 302 dessia- 
tines, at Vosnesensk. After six months’ exploration 
on the area the railway will have the right to re- 
serve 80 dessiatines for exploration during 30 years. 
years. 


In Uruguay it is proposed to impose an import 
duty on fuel oil of 6 per cent. of the valuation of 14 
pesos per ton, plus additional charges amounting to 
4 per cent. ad valorem, making the total duty 1.40 
pesos or $1.44 per metric ton. Fuel oil is not now 
specified in the tariff of Uruguay and is subject to 
the general rate of 31 per cent. plus additional 
charges which increase the rate to 40 per cent. ad 
valorem. 


Production from the Jackson lease, McKittrick, 
Cal., will hereafter go to the Southern Pacific Rail- 
road. The Jackson company was a member of the 
Agency, but has been allowed to withdraw owing to 
the termination of the litigation in which its land 
was involved in favor of the railroad. The railroad 
has leased the ground to the Jackson people with 
the proviso that it shall be permitted to buy all the 
oil produced. 

J. M. McInerney, a successful oil man who has 
operated extensively in Northwestern Louisiana, 
has leased an 11,000-acre tract in the Cross Lake 





district near Shreveport, La., and will drill wells on 
the property, if injunction proceedings threatened 
are not to be permanently effective. Governor Hall, 
in leasing .this public land, did so in opposition to 
city officials and public bodies at Shreveport, so a 
dispatch declares. 


Another law case has ‘been started in California 
by the Government to recover oil land under the 
Taft withdrawal order of 1909, against the Midland 
Oil Field Company, the American Oil Fields Com- 
pany, the Maricopa Consolidated Oil Company and 
20 others. The land is in the Kern County oil fields 
and is valued at $500,000. The Government also 
asks an accounting of oil taken from the claims 
involved. This is estimated at $300,000 additional. 


A petrol fatality occurred at Birkenhead, England, 
recently, when a man named George Smith, em- 
ployed by the British Petroleum Company, Ltd., lost 
his life through being overcome by: fumes. De- 
ceased entered an empty tank in order to clean it, 
and when he was discovered he was unconscious. 
In order to get him rivets had to be cut from the 
tank releasing an iron stay which prevented de- 
ceased being removed. Death had by that time 
taken place. 


RECENT DEATHS 





Francis Hanaven, 21 years old, an oil-field worker 
whose home was in Titusville, Pa., was found dead 
at Cushing, Okla., last week. The body was taken to 
Titusville for interment. 


Mrs. W. L. Betts, for 50 years a resident of Petro- 
leum Center, Pa., wife of a well-known machine-shop 
proprietor of that place,.died at her home, March 29. 
She was born in Watertown, N. Y., in 1840. Her 
husband and two sons survive. 


Andrew A. Thompson, for over thirty years in the 
service of the National Transit Company and the 
Southwest Pennsylvania Pipe Line, died at his home 
in Meadow Lands, Pa., March 31. He was born at 
Meadville, Pa., in 1854. A son survives. 


John J. Van Tuyl died recently at Hot Springs, 
S. D. Deceased was a resident of Prattsburgh, 
N. Y., and a veteran of the Civil War, retiring at 
the end of that struggle with a major’s commission. 
Mr. Van Tuyl was active in the development of the 
Petrolia (Ontgrio) field. 

Mrs. Isaac Willets died at her home in Belmont, 
N. Y., Thursday, April 1, of pneumonia. In the 
early development of the Bradford oil field, Mrs. 
Willets spent much of her time in that locality, 
where her late husband was the owner of one of the 
most valuable oil tracts in Foster Township. 


Carl Foley, 74 years old, died at his home in St. 
Louis, Mo., on March 28, after brief illness. De- 
ceased, in the early development period on Oil 
Creek, was in the service of the Fisher Oil Com- 
pany, a pioneer concern which conducted an exten- 
sive business, and he was widely known among old- 
time oil men. 


W. A. Bradley died last week at his home in Ef- 
fingham, Ill. He was formerly engaged in the oil- 
producing business in the Robinson (Ill.) field. He 
was prosperous for a time, but later was overtaken 
by reverses. He was more successful in the mer- 
cantile business. Deceased was born in Mason, IIl., 
in 1865. His wife, three daughters and two sons 
survive. 


Thomas H. Bard, 73 years old, whose death oc- 
curred at his home in Hueneme, Ventura County, 
Cal., March 5, was an oil pioneer who was promi- 
nent in the affairs of his community. He was for- 
merly a State Senator and was a political leader. 
Deceased was one of the organizers of the Union Oil 
Company and was director in the Graham-Loftus 
Oil Company. 

Mrs. Mary C. Norton, widow of Thomas Norton, 
a pioneer oil man, died suddenly in Oil City, Pa,, 
April 2. The deceased had resided in Oil City since 
the early ’60s and was widely known in the com- 
munity and greatly esteemed. Her husband, who 
died last December, was a foreman for Fisher 
Bros., oil buyers and transporters in the old days 
before pipe lines were utilized. Mrs. Norton’s 
brother, Patrick Canning, also deceased, was a 
prominent Oil Creek oil operator. 

Mrs. Margaret R. Cosgrove, a well-known resident 
of Bradford, Pa., died at her home in that place on 
March 29. She had been in failing health for so 
time. Deceased, with her husband, the late Mathey 
Cosgrove, had lived in a number of oil towns i 
Pennsylvania prior to their settling in Bradford 35 
years ago and among oil-region people had an ex- 
tended acquaintance. Two sons, Harold M. and 
Herbert Cosgrove, of Bradford, and one daughter, 
Mrs. D. P. Harrington, of Fort Worth, Tex., whose 
husband is assistant manager of the gas department 
of The Texas Company, survive. Heit 
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OKLAHOMA AND KANSAS 


By R. H. WHITNEY. 





WHAT IS THE DAILY PRODUCTION? 





Above is a question that is asked hun- 
dreds of times in regard to the Cushing 
pool and everyone seems to have a differ- 
ent answer. One of the large pipe-line 
companies, which has several scouts at 
Cushing, reports the output to be at least 
290,000 bbls. daily, while another pipe line 
reports it not more than 225,000 bbls. 
Still another estimates not in excess of 
200,000 bbls. The Journal, after a thor- 
ough investigation during the week, ar- 
rived at the daily output of 241,780 bbls. 
It is true that many large wells have been 
completed during the past three weeks, 
some of which were of gusher size, but 
the decline in the old wells, which has 
been rapid, has not been accounted for, 
giving those on the outside the impres- 
sion that the production was increasing 
by leaps and bounds. One day the pro- 
duction is high and another day would 
show a much lower figure. Since the 
closing of the Umpire’s office, there has 
been no official gauger, and this has re- 
sulted in many different estimates being 
placed on the daily runs. When this of- 
fice was in operation, the potential pro- 
duction was reported and not the runs 
from the wells, or the real production; 
and this is what most of the reports now 
consist of—the possible production. It 
has been repeatedly proven that when a 
well is once shut in and remains so for 
several days, it comes back when opened 
with a much smaller output than it had 
previously. Due to the lack of pipe-line 
facilities, many wells have been shut in 
and the production has diminished rap- 
idly. Few facts in relation to the pro- 
duction of the pool are made public, but a 
visit to the different leases will convince 
the fair-minded ones that Cushing is not 
making the oil it is often credited with. 
There are now fewer than 40 wells shut 
in, awaiting to penetrate the rich Bar- 
tlesville-pay streak. 

One of the operators, having extensive 
holdings in the Bartlesville sand, stated 
to The Journal that he did not believe 
that the daily output was over 200,000 
bbls. He said that his property had 
dropped off considerably during the past 
month and that he did m : think his lease 
was any worse off than those of his 
neighbors. Other producers report the 
same condition, among them some of the 
largest production holders in the pool. 
Many wells that were gushers a few 
weeks ago have dropped off until they 
are making but a few hundred barrels. 
The Carter Oil Co.’s lease on the Yarhola 
farm, Section 8-18-7, recently purchased 
from John Markham, Jr., has proven one 
of the most disappointing and the pro- 
duction has depreciated at a rapid rate 
during the past 30 days. One well, which 
has been showing very little oil of late, 
had been shot three times, but still it 
fails to produce oil in larger quantities. 
There are four wells pumping on this 
farm and numerous others are being agi- 
tatde and some are being shot. The Mc- 
Man lease in Section 17-18-7 also has sev- 
eral wells making but a small amount of 
oil, and this company, which is reputed 
to be the largest producer in the pool, 
has all of its wells flowing wide open and 








the production of the entire property is 
smaller than it was some weeks ago when 
a number of wells had not been drilled in. 
The Gem Oil Co. is another concern that 
is having trouble in keeping its produc- 
tion up to its past figures. 

There has been much shooting done in 
the old pools, as well as in the southern 
development; but in the northern pool, 
the most prolific, there are not more than 
three wells being shot daily. One com- 
pany alone shot 105 wells in the entire 
field during the past month. To say the 
least, the shots have not helped to any 
great extent, some wells being shot as 
many as three times with but a small in- 
crease in the output. It is true that sev- 
eral wells showed a good increase after a 
dose of nitro-glycerine, but it was only 


for a short time, the wells settling back/B 


to their old production. It was thought 
that shooting would stimulate the pro- 
duction, but, so far, it has failed to come 
up to expectation. 

A number of Cushing operators are of 
the opinion that by Sept. 1 the produc- 
tion from the Bartlesville sand will not 
be more than 100,000 bbls. and if all the 
wells were allowed to flow wide open it 
would be a matter of a few months be- 
fore Cushing would be a back number in 
the production of gusher wells. It is the 
conviction that the pool is on its last lap, 
the producing area being practically de- 
fined, and the next few months should 
tell the tale. 

Southern Pool Also Declining. 

Not only the northern pool is falling off 
in production, but the southern develop- 
ment as well. This area has not been 
very thoroughly tested, but the fact that 
many of the wells are dropping off rapidly 
gives the opinion that a great deal can- 
not be expected from this locality. Many 
wells are coming in with a large initial 
production, but after a short time a big 
decrease is noticeable. One of the best 
examples of this is seen in the Numa Oil 
Co.’s No. 5 Lena Fife farm, which came 
in with an initial gauge of 4,800 bbls., and 
only a few days later was down to 1,500 
bbls. There are many others of the same 
kind. Certain operators have overesti- 
mated their output from 3,000 to 5,000 
bbls., and if this is the case with one 
lease, the others must be estimated at 
the same rate. 

The gas pressure continues to decline 
and in many spots where the wells for- 
merly flowed at a good rate the output is 
much smaller. On the western side of the 
Cimarron River one well drilled during 
the week came in at the rate of 40 bbls. 
an hour at one foot in the sand, and one 
day later was making nothing but water. 
The water trouble on the western edge 
has been caused by deep drilling, but the 
operators in the other localities are now 
exercising more care and little trouble 
can be expected from now on until the 
water reaches the level of the sand in 
other portions of the pool. 

It has been stated that when the older 
wells are agitated that they will once 
more respond with a good production, but 
in most cases the wells agitated have not 
been increased for any length of time. 
There are not a great many of the wells 
in the northern end on the beam, but tub- 


ing has been installed and the wells flow 
through the smaller sized hole, while they 
would not produce through the casing. 
In the older pool there is less than 50,000 
bbls. being produced daily and the old 
wells are just about holding their own. 

Following will be found an estimate on 
the production of the different operating 
concerns in the Cushing pool, it the close 
of the past week, the figures being ar- 
rived at after a trip to the different pro- 
ducing leases: 

Daily Production. 
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*Leases had no production on this date. 
Much Bad Oil. 

One of the subjects that has received 
little publicity is the quantity of bad oil 
that is being produced in Cushing. In 
portions of the northern pool the black 
smoke can be seen from ‘“‘cut’”’ oil that is 
being burned. Many complaints have 
been made by Eastern operators in re- 
gard to the condition of the oil after re- 
ceived at its destination, and the pipe- 
line companies are paying particular at- 
tention to this end of the business. 
Wherever a lease is found that produces 
good oil, there is very little trouble in 
having the production taken care of; but 
those who have bad oil are not having an 
easy time of it. The southern pool has 
been showing its share of bad oil during 
the past few weeks, the sediment running 
from 1 to 6 per cent. In the northern 
pool several companies are being troubled 
with “cut” oil, especially on the western 
side of the river where some of the earlier 
wells were drilled too deep into the pay 
formation. On Thursday of the past 
week a gauger for one of the pipe lines 
tested the oil in three steel tanks. One 
in Section 9-18-7 showed 4 per cent. of 
sediment on being ‘‘thiefed.’’ On another, 
in Section 17-18-7, one tank showed one 
three-fourths of 1 per cent. of sediment. 
This oil was reported by a Prairie official 
to be the best tested so far in the Cush- 
ing pool, but the fact that it has not 
been in storage a great length of time 
may be the reason for the excellent 
showing. 

On the eastern side of the Cimarron, in 
the northern area, there is not a great 
deal of water reported, but it is at a 
higher elevation than the western side 
and it will be some time before the water 
rises to that locality. From 60 to 80 feet 
is the conservative depth to drill in the 





sand in the northern area, while near 


Drumright 75 feet seems to be the limit, 
and this will also apply to the southern 
pool to a great extent. 

In the old pool many wells are being 
cleaned out in hopes of having the pro- 
duction increased, and there are approxi- 
mately 10 wells shot a day in this devel- 
opment. In the southern pool there has 
been some trouble with the wells choking 
themselves with paraffin and in some in- 
stances only a 2-inch opening has been 
found in the 5 3-16-inch casing. 


Some Important Deals. 
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the Prairie Oil & Gas Co. took over the 
tank farm of White & Sinclair, two miles 
south of Cushing, which consisted of the 
eastern 320 acres with 72 55,000-bbl. tanks 
with a little better than 3,710,000 bbis. in 
storage. The purchase price was not 
made public, but it is reported to be close 
to $2,200,000. This is the largest deal that 
has been made in storage oil, although 
the Carter Oil Co. has been securing all 
it could. It will be remembered that 
sometime ago this company purchased 17 
tanks filled and nine under construction 


-!on the 320 acres adjoining the Prairie’s 


purchase. This company also purchased 
storage from the Mt-Man and Devonian 
oil companies and J. H. Markham, Jr. 


41 720| Lhe fact that White & Sinclair sold their 


tanks does not mean that they will quit 
the business, as they still have a good 
daily production and will build additional 
storage 

The “Okla Oil Co., the producing end of 
the Tidewater Pipe Line Co., Ltd., is also 
securing some good Cushing holdings. It 
recently purchased the Elwood Oil Co.’s 
property in Section 9-17-7, and this week 
bought out the one-half interest of the 
Carpathia Petroleum Co. in the Fixico 
lease, Section 17-18-7, for a consideration 
of $430,000. The lease is producing 7,400 
bbls. with three wells on top of the sand 
and two remaining locations. Judge J. R. 
Keeton and J. I. Johnson, of Oklahoma 
City, were the leading stockholders in 
the Carpathia Petroleum Co. The Okla 
company also purchased the river-bed 
lease of the North Pool Oil Co. and the 
Norramic Oil Co. in Sections 17-18-7 for 
a reported consideration of $60,000. There 
was one producing well and four rigs and 
drilling wells. The company is contem- 
plating active work at once and will build 
steel storage. 

Douglas Franchot, J. S. Cosden et al. 
paid $7,000 for the river-bed lease of the 
Mid-River Oil Co. in Section 6-18-7 and 
have ordered several rigs. These parties, 
with Curtis & Aiken, are operating the 
Crow lease in Section 4-18-7, recently cur- 
chased from the Exeter Oil Co. There 
are several other deals under way that 
will probably be completed within the 
next ten days. 

Oil Taken From Wells. 

One of the interesting phases of the 
Cushing pool is the disposal of the oil. 
After a careful checking up, The Journal 
arrived at an average for the past week 
which shows that 241,780 bbls. was taken 
from the pool daily. Of this amount, the 
pipe lines handled 109,500 bbis.; there was 
42,280 bbls. handled by tank-car ship- 
ments, and on an average of 90,000 bbls. 
was stored daily. The Prairie Pipe Line 
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“OILWELL’ 


1862 


“OILWELL” 
STEEL ROTARY 


WITH SQUARE DRILL STEM 


ESTD 


WATER | COURSE 


TRADE 


(Reaistered) 


ROTARY 
SQUARE DRILL STEM 


All steel—extra heavy 
throughout with steel cones 
and removable cast steel cone 
race. 


Made from a square bar of 
steel with the water course 
drilled through the center. 


This square drill stem is 





Bronze bushed pinion shaft 
has cast steel pinion and cast 
steel sprocket, and can run 
idle at high speed without 
wearing. 


Lubricating device is con- 
venient, easily accessible and 
safe. 


Main Offices: 
213-215 Water Street 
PITTSBURGH, U. S. A. 





The Strongest and Best Rotary 
Ever Designed 


OIL WELL SUPPLY Co. 





engaged on the rotary through 
the medium of a cast steel 
bushing which is easily re- 
moved, thus providing for use 
of elevator or hinged spider. 
No gripping rings or slide 
tongs are necessary. 


European Office: 


Dashwood House—New Broad 
Street 
LONDON, E. C. 
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Co. is handling nothing but common-car- 
rier shipments, but The Texas and Gulf 
companies are buying small quantities of 
oil. The Cosden and Milliken lines are 
handling a little more-.oil than formeriy. 
The latter is taking oil for the National 
Refining Co. The Standard Oil Co. of 
Kansas and the Magnolia Petroleum Co. 
continue among the largest shippers by 
tank cars, and The Sun Co. and the 


Gypsy Oil Co. are also in the leading list. 4 


Cushing refineries are not running to fuli 
capacity, which is due to the lack of stor- 
age to handle more oil. Oil is being 
shipped by rail to all parts of the country, 
with the Eastern States getting their 
share. Gunsburg & Forman are shipping 
to Missouri; The Sun Co. to Toledo, O.; 
the Standard to Kansas, and the others 
are scattering their shipments. 

The following table will show what dis- 
posal is made of the oil daily, and quan- 
tity handled by each company: 

Oil Handled Daily. 






Company. Bbls. 
se. i MU ID 96 2b 5 w xs bnae.s beads va we 10,0.0 
POOR RORRIRE Cie a... cccccsscee nce 2,000 
Indiahoma Refining Co. 2,500 
Pierce Gill Corporation. .ccccccceseses 6,000 
OD PO: TDs on n cds esses soovosnscune 12,500 
Se ee Ss ee 10,000 
si Rt ES: 8 eee 45,000 
Batiiicen Pipe bAme Ce... ccccvveeses 6,000 


Magnolia Petroleum Co.............. 5,000 
Ne lk ee 
Cushing refineries 


SESE | 5.0 4:00:00 00.0 00019 600.0600 605% 5,000 
PUOGOOTD: SHE COO. onc ccccdscccccceses 2,000 
Standard Oil Co. of Kansas.......... 5, Our 
ee er ns 5,000 
ee rer ret 2,000 
Other tank-car shipments........... 13,280 
Put im storage GOlMy...ccssccoecevece 90,000 
Pierce-Fordyce Oil Association....... 5,900 

OGRE in vin 55.45.55 oveadcbusesby cuesos 241,780 

Boundaries Closing In. 
Taking into consideration the small 


wells and dusters completed during the 
past two weeks, it can be said with some 
degree of accuracy that the Cushing pool 
looks like it will be confined to its present 
boundaries. For a long time the operators 
were playing for a lead to the northeast 
of the northern pool, but with the com- 
pletion of small wells in that locality the 
chances have been growing fewer. This 
does not mean that the pool is a dead one, 
for if only 50-bbl. wells were found in 
that locality they would be paying propo- 
sitions; but they are not what the opera- 
tor is looking for. But little attention is 
paid to small wells and small territory 
will be held in reserve until there is a 
better market price. To the north, small 
pumpers have put the ban on that local- 
ity. Some operators have held out the 
belief that there was a chance to the 
northwest; but if there is one, it will be 
a big surprise, as three dry holes define 
that section of the pool fairly well. To 
the west there are deep dry holes, while 
the recent duster of the Gypsy Oil Co., in 
Section 3-18-7, cuts off the possibilities to 
the east of the most northern area, and 
it does not look as if the other leases to 
the east will prove of any great worth. 
To the south, southwest and southeast 
there is no chance, as the territory has 
been practically condemned and the re- 
cent dry hole of the Gypsy Oil Co. in Sec- 
tion 21-18-7 adds nothing to its value. 

In the old pool there may be a chance 
to the east with the completion of the 
Mc-Man well in Section 11-17-7, as there 
is plenty of territory that has not been 
tested to the southeast of the well, that 
may prove prolific. There are several 
tests drilling in that locality and the com- 
pletion of the Eastern Oil Co.'s test in the 
northwest corner of the southwest quar- 
ter of Section 12-17-7 is awaited, as it 
will show what can be expected of the 
territory east and a little south of the 
late completion in Section 11. There is 
also a possibility of another good Layton- 
sand pool in the older development, but 
this will not be developed with any speed 
until the Bartlesville sand is a back 
number. 

Very little harm can come from the 
southern pool, as dry holes practically 
surround that development. To the north 
there is the old pool with small wells, 
while to the west, southwest and south 
there are numerous dry holes and these, 
taken with the recent two completions of 
the Hill Oil & Gas Co. which showed gas 
—one being in the Burgess sand and the 
other in the Bartlesville—shows that the 
pool is gradually closing in its producing 
limits in that locality. There is a chance 
to the northeast, but it will be several 
weeks before it is known what can be 
expected of that direction. 

Oil in Storage. 

There has been an increase of some 
magnitude in the stocks since the last re- 
port published in The Journal and on 
Saturday of the past week there was in 
storage 27,796,650 bbls. Of this amount, 
26,917,350 bbls. is credited to steel storage, 
29,300 bbls. to earthen storage, leaving 





850,000. bbls. in wooden tankage on the 
leases. Many new tanks are being buiit 
and the storage will continue to increase 
from 75,000 to 90,000 bbls. daily, according 
to the number of tanks finished. It will 
not be a great length of time until oil 
from storage will be run and there will 
not be a great deal to take its place, as 
with the pool being drilled fast and the 
old wells declining and new pipe lines be- 
ing laid, the oil will be handled in better 
shape. The Prairie Pipe Line Co. will 
have its line completed within the next 
sixty days, as will the Mc-Man Oil Co., 
and the Oklahoma Pipe Line Co. The 
J. S. Cosden Pipe Line Co. is also making 
additional improvements. 

The stocks of the Prairie Oil & Gas Co. 
include what the producing end has and 
what is in storage on its tank farm near 
terlton. The following table for the first 
lime since the pool was opened fails to 
show any storage for White & Sinclair, 
this firm having sold its oil to the Prairie 
vil & Gas Co. and the Carter Oil Co. 
tHowever, they are building 37 additional 
tanks and will fill them rapidly. The 
Mc-Man Oil Co. has not much storage oil, 
tor the largest producer in the pool, which 
1s due to the fact that they have been 
disposing of their product. 

Following will be found the quantity of 
oil held in storage by the various com- 
panies and individuals: 








Oil in Storage. 
Steel Harthen 

Company. Storage. Storage. Total. 
a ae Fo eee pe eee 165,000 
typeay Obl ..cccce 190,000 ..... 190,000 
uunsb’g & Form’'n 1,999,750 ..... 1,999,740 
shultis et al..... 290,000 ee 290,000 
Devonian Oil 276,500 2,500 279,000 
fo ee Oe ee 15,000 15,000 
Cortes Ol) ...siece 2TB,000 . cc- 0s 178,000 
ere 5,065,750 1,500 5,067,250 
Black Panther Oil 165,750 1,000 166,750 
Ree CE occas’ 55,000 
Meaty Th wcwicos 110,000 
mc-Man Oil ..... 1,488,500 
mid-Co. Petrol... 51,000 
eae 230,000 
Prairie O. & G... 7,419,300 
Quaker O. & G... 2,116,000 
troducers Oil ... 2,540,000 
Cc. B. Shaeffer.... 861,500 
silurian Oil ..... 876,950 
Twin State Oil... 105,000 
eranchot et al... 139,750 
oe! aaa 727,900 
B. B. Jones...... 1,875,000 
Earthen storage.. 850,000 

Total 200000008 26,917,350 29,300 27,796,650 


Many Important Completions. 

An interesting week has just passed, as 
a number of important wells were fin- 
ished that have a lot to do with future 
possibilities of the development. Some of 
the wells which were thought to be in 
promising-looking territory proved other- 
wise. One of the greatest surprises was 
the completion of a 150-bbl. well by the 
Silurian Oil Co. in No. 8 Walter Starr 
farm, Section 17-18-7, offsetting the No. 6 
well of the Mid-Co. Petroleum Co. on the 
Fixico farm. The Starr well had prac- 
tically no showing in the first pay sand 
and it looked as if the second pay would 
prove barren, but a fair showing was 
struck and the well will make the above 
estimate. The fact that it is but one 
location from the Fixico well, which came 
in at 3,600 bbls., shows that it is an edge 
proposition and that the possibilities for 
an extension in that locality are remote. 
The Fixico well had decreased at a fair 
rate since its completion and after a ten 
days’ run is making 2,400 bbls. Offset- 
ting the Fixico well to the south is the 
Slick Oil Co.’s No. 3 Manuel farm, same 
section, rated good for 200 bbls. This 
well, with the Starr producer, shows that 
the pool is gradually losing out in that 
direction and the chances for an exten- 
sion to the south and southeast are not 
favorable. A superintendent for one of 
the companies stated that he looked for 
dry holes to be found east of Section 17, 
and that the pool was at its limit there. 
Southeast one-half mile from the above 
wells the Gypsy Oil Co. has a probable 
duster in No. 1 Wacoche farm, in the 
northwest of the northwest of Section 
21-18-7, as it was 2,693 feet on Saturday, 
past the Bartlesville sand, and a chance 
for a Tucker-sand producer is not any 
too good. This gives that locality a 
blackeye and an offset of the Minnehoma 
Oil Co. has been stopped. It will be re- 
membered that the Gypsy well was good 
for 500 bbls. in the Layton sand, and it 
will probably be plugged back to that 
stratum. A dry hole, which had not been 
reported, is the Mc-Man Oil Co.’s No. 12 
Benjamin Vance farm, Section 7-18-7, 
which was plugged below the Bartlesville 
sand. This well came in as a surprise. 
Section 7 is out of the running in that 
immediate vicinity. The wells to the 
northeast of the Carter Oil Co. on the 
Yarhola farm are small, settling down at 
a rapid rate after completion; but other 
wells in the vicinity have held up fairly 
well. Another surprise was the comple- 





tion of a 200-bbl. well by the Katy Oil 
Co. in No. 4 S. Long farm, Section 9-18-7, 
where it was thought that at least a 
1,000-bbl. well would be developed. This 
well is an offset to No. 20 of the Barney 
Thloceco farm and shows the center of the 
north line of the east half of the south- 
west quarter was rather light. This lease 
has shown a gradual decline in produc- 
tion since the first three wells were com- 
pleted. 


Girl’s Productive Allotment. 


Sarah Rector, the Creek-negro girl who 
reaped a fortune from her allotment on 
both sides of the Cimarron River, in Sec- 
tions 5 and 6-18-7, in the Layton sand, is 
making twice as much money from the 
Bartlesville sand, and B. B. Jones, the 
owner, is keeping the drill busy and has 
practically the best lease in the entire 
northern pool. Lately, the wells have 
been coming in with a regularity that 
has kept the owner guessing as to the 
disposal of the oil. In Section 5, No. 29 is 
credited with 2,890 bbls. No. 31 is a 3,000- 
bbl. starter; No. 32, 3,200 bbis.; No. 36, 
1,--0 bbls.; No. 33, 3,000 bbls.; No. 34, 
2,.-v bbls., and No. 35 is showing equally 
as well, drilling in the sand. In Section 
4-18-7, on the Susie Crow farm, Aiken et 
al. have a 650-bbi. starter in No. 5. This 
well offsets No. 1 of Gunsburg & Forman 
to the west, a well which started off the 
first day at 4,000 bbls. and is now making 
considerable water. The Crow well again 
shows that the possibilities for an eastern 
extension are few. 


Another good well is credited to the 
Mid-Co. Petroleum Co. in No. 7 Fixico 
farm, in the center of the west line of the 
farm, which is flowing at the rate of 150 
bbls. an hour at 30 feet in the sand and 
is increasing. This lease is proving one 
of the best in the pool. .On the Samuel 
Vance farm, Section 6-18-7, the Mc-Man 
Oil Co. has a 3,500-bbl. well in No. 14. 
his lease is near the Sarah Rector allot- 
ment and some good wells can be ex- 
pected along the eastern line of the south 
80 acres in the southeast quarter. The 
Carter Oil Co.'s No. 25 Yarhola, Section 
8-18-7, is a 1,900-bbl. well. This well is 
in the northwest of the northwest of Sec- 
tion 8-18-7 and showed water. No. 26, 
nearby, was bothered from the same 
cause when completed. In Section 9-18-7, 
B. B. Jones continues to get good wells on 
the Long farm, and his latest attempt— 
No. 3—is credited with an initial flow of 
4,900 bbls. The Black Panther. Oil Co.’s 
No. 8 Barney Thlocco farm, Section 
9-18-7, is a 1,000-bbl. starter. On the 
Emma Coker farm, in the center of the 
north line of the northwest quarter of 
Section 16-18-7, the Mc-Man Oil Co.’s No. 
6 is in the top of the sand and flowing at 
the rate of 200 bbls. daily. Late reports 
on this well will be interesting, as it will 
extend the pool a short distance to the 
east in that locality, being the most 
seuthern location that is showing oil to 
the east of the pool. The same people 
have a showing for a 150-bbl. well in No. 
5 Vida Way farm, Section 17-18-7. This 
lease has shown some salt water. All 
wells on the Yarhola property of the Car- 
ter Oil Co. with the exception of one are 
making water. 


In the Southern Pool. 


Operations in the southern pool have 
not been showing good of late and several 
of the prospective locations will be aban- 
doned, as it looks as if the chances for 
the pool extending to the southeast are 
out of the question. Some good wells 
have been developed, but in several of 
the localities the decrease in the output 
after the first 24 hours has been large. 
The Numa Oil Co.’s property has been 
showing a decided slump, but it is still 
the most prolific in the southern develop- 
ment. The Hill Oil & Gas Co. met with 
a surprise when it missed finding a pay- 
ing oil well in No. 3 Barnett farm, Sec- 
tion 22-17-7, which showed for a 15,000,- 
000-foot gasser in the Burgess sand, being 
barren in ‘the Bartlesville. The same 
company got a gasser in the Bartlesville 
sand in No. 4 Cain, offsetting the other 
gasser to the west. The Numa Oil Co., 
which is jointly owned by the White & 
Sinclair interests and the Gypsy Oil Co., 
has not been having any great success of 
late, the large wells falling off rapidly, 
and several small completions are re- 
ported on this tract. No. 5 on the Lena 
Fife farm, Section 22-17-7, came in some 
time ago with an initial flow of 4,800 
bbls., but cut its production one-third in 
less than a week’s time, and No. 13 came 
in with a 100-bbl. flow; No. 8 was also a 
small well. There are but a few inside 
locations remaining on this tract. 

The Hill Oil & Gas Co. has a 2,500-bbi. 
starter in No, 4 Cole farm, Section 15- 
17-7, to report for the week’s work. This 
lease has proven one of the best in the 





southern end and some good completions 
can still be expected. The Aiken Oil Co. 
has a 1,500-bbl. flowing well in a fourth 
attempt on the Gooden allotment, Section 
16-17-7. The Prairie Oil & Gas Co.'s No. 
8 Cogee West farm, Section 22-17-7, is a 
500-bbl. well. 


Important Well Finished. 


An interesting well has been completed 
in the old development, which has been a 
back number for some time. It is the 
Mc-Man Oil Co.’s No. 1 Russell Thompson 
farm, Section 11-17-7, good for 1,000 bbls. 
the first 24 hours. The weli extends the 
producing area of the old pool one-haif 
mile to the southeast and future develop- 
ments should be important, as there is 
nothing to condemn the territory in that 


vicinity. This is the most important well 
completed in the old pool in many 
months. 


Gathered in the Field. 


There is less new work under way in 
the Cushing pool than at any other time 
dur‘ng the past five months. A late re- 
port shows but 45 rigs and 174 drilling 
wells r 

Approximately 175 new tanks of the 
55,000-bbl. size are building in the pooi 
and nearby. The Mc-Man Oil Co. is 
building extensively and will have 37 new 
tanks shortly. The Carter Oil Co. has 
contracted for 75 tanks and the cther 
companies having a large productior. .are 
buiiding tanks. 

The Samoset Oil Co. has made applica- 
tion to the State School Commission to be 
allowed to sell its oil at 26 cents a barrel, 
as it is unable te have it handled at the 
market price. It will contract for the 
sa'e of 1,000,000 bbls. if allowed to sell at 
the above price. The Clover Leaf Oil Co. 
was recently granted permission to sell 
its oil below the market quotation. 


Curtis, Franchot, Aiken et al. are lay- 
ing a 4-inch line from their lease on the 
Crow farm, Section 4-18-7, to the Jane 
Oil & Gas Co.'s refinery at Cushing, of 
which they are the owners. They are 
also interested in the Cushing Gas & Gas- 
oline Co.’s Barnett lease in Section 5-17-‘%. 

The Cosden Pipe Line Co., of Tulsa, 
which recently laid a 6-inch line from its 
refinery in West Tulsa to the Cushing 
pool, is looping part of the line with 22 
miles of 6-inch and will be able to han- 
dle 17,000 bbls. daily when this work is 
completed. 

According to an unauthentic report, 
the Magnolia Petroleum Co. shipped 1,365 
tank cars holding 200 bbls. each from 
Norfolk and Yale during the month of 
March. It is handling most of the oil 
from the Mc-Man Oil Co.’s property. As 
soon as the Mc-Man pipe line is com- 
pleted the tank-car shipments. will be 
decreased. 

The first oil to be shipped from Oilton 
by tank car was on All Fools Day, when 
Frank Brown shipped 10 tank cars to 
Kansas City. Mr. Brown recently com- 
pleted a sidetrack and a loading rack one 
mile north of Oilton. He is building sev- 
eral 55,000-bbl. tanks to take care of the 
production from his river-bed lease. 

Sufficient sidetracks have been finished 
at Oilton to take care of 125 cars, and 
additional trackage will be laid. A mile 
north of Oilton, at Riverside, there is a 
sidetrack to accommodate 40 cars. Steel 
for tanks and lumber and other drilling 
material is the bulk of the freight. 

Within a week a new oil town will be 
the terminus of the new line from Cush- 
ing to Drumright and the first train will 
be started within the next few days. 
Dunn & Eaton, who started the town, 
wired to Washington submitting a name 
for their village, but none has been adopt- 
ed so far by the Government, which is 
necessary if a post office is to be estab- 
lished. 


TOWN OF YALE HAS FIRE LOSS. 





Bartlesville (Okla.) Enterprise: Fire 
last night practically wiped out the busi- 
ness section of Yale, an oil town down on 
the Katy Railroad. Only one business 
house owned by Morris Schuman, of Bar- 
tlesville, was left standing. The total 
loss will approximate $100,000. , 

Most of the buildings were one and 
two-story wooden structures with brick 
and stone fronts. The town was without 
fire protection and the flames spread 
fiercely until a building near the cked the 





store was dynamited, which checked the 
flames. 

Among the buildings burned—10 in all— 
were jewelry stores, grocery stores, dry- 
goods stores, a meat market and the res- 
taurant where the fire started. 

Morris Schuman’s store, which was left 
standing, was damaged, though to what 
extent it could not be learned today.. Mr. 
Schuman left today for Yale. 
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The National Portable Drilling Rig 


No. 1 for Drilling to 1,600 Feet 
No. 2 for Drilling to 2,500 Feet 


Records made by National Rigs that speak 


for themselves: 

The Sun Oil Co. drilled 26 wells, aggregating 
45,880 feet, the cost of repairs being $59.50. 

It cost Joseph Conklin of Toledo, Ohio but 
$9.10 for repairs while drilling 42 wells which 
totaled 58,800 feet. 

Without any expense for repairs, the Ohio Oil 
Co. drilled 28 wells, approximately 17,500 feet. 

With a No. 1 Rig which has a rated capacity 
of 1,600 feet, Kaltenbach Bros. of Renfrew, Pa. 

drilled a well 3,622 feet deep. 


If you are interested, write for our booklet. 
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National Rotary Drilling Outfits 








National Tube Co., Pipe, Casing, etc 
Toledo Pipe Threading Tools 
Superior Gas Engines 
Roebling Wire Rope 
Columbian Cables 


National Portable Drilling Rigs 
Brown Pulling Machines 
National Special Boilers 

Ajax Steam Engines 




















The National Supply Company 


IN KANSAS. 
CHANUTE 
INDEPENDENCE 
CANEY 








SEDAN TULSA 
PAOLA OKMULGEE 
AVANT 
DEWEY 
IN LOUISIANA 


SHREVEPORT and LEWIS 


MORRIS 


BRANCHES 
IN OKLAHOMA. IN TEXAS. 
CLEVELAND DELAWARE BARTLESVILLE WICHITA FALLS 
CHELSEA NOWATA PONCA CITY BEAUMONT 
CUSHING WANN HOUSTON 
NEW WILSON INOLA 
IN WYOMING 
CASPER 


Southwestern office, HOUSTON, TEX. 


Headquarters, INDEPENDENCE, KANS. 
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THE TEXAS PANHANDLE 


By H. W. WHITNEY. 





WILDCAT IN YOUNG COUNTY. 

WICHITA FALLS, Tex., April 5.—Some 
excitement was created here Saturday by 
the report of a 200-bbl. well in Young 
County. This well is on the Anderson 
ranch and was drilled in by the Archer- 
Young County Oil Co. It was shot with 
30 quarts of nitro-glycerine at 900 feet 
and it was reported on the authority of 
S. M. J. Benson, president of the above 
company, that the oil stood within 200 
feet of the top of the hole. Oil men re- 
port that the oil is very light and con- 
servative estimates place the production 
from 10 to 20 bbls. This new find is near 
the smal. town of Olney and 500 feet from 
the old Miller & Puffenburg pumper which 
caused great excitement here several 
years ago. 

Recent completions in the Strawn pool, 
in Palo Pinto County, prove conclusively 
that this section is destined to be a pool 
worthy of consideration. Not only is the 
land immediately contiguous to Strawn 
and the proven territory being worked, 
but operators, after vainly endeavoring to 
secure leases, have gone into adjacent 
counties and have begun work in rank 
wildeat territory. This work proves the 
confidence of local oil men that this is not 
a limited pool, but is extensive in area. 
The Texas Pacific Coal Co., which owns 
a great body of land in fee, is also leasing 
large tracts, their latest lease being that 
of the Cage ranch, in Erath County, com- 
prising some 18,000 acres. The T. P. Coal 
Co. has three wells drilling and Swenson 
and associates have two. The Canfield 
Oil Co..is starting to drill two and one- 
half miles from the proven territory. 
J. C. Titus et al., of Wichita, Kan., have 
set the 12%-inch casing at 430 feet on the 
Lee ranch, near the town of Graford, and 
are going along nicely. Unlike the Elec- 
tra pool, in Wichita County, the activity 
in the Strawn pool is not confined to the 
larger producing companies, but a great 
amount of the work is being done by the 
individual operators. For instance, Aiken 
et al., of Oklahoma; Jones et al., of Lou- 
isiana, and Professor Taylor, State Ge- 
ologist of Oklahoma, and the above-men- 
tioned Titus and _ associates, besides 
others, are busily engaged. The last week 
has proven the first week without one or 
more large completions in the Strawn 
pool. The Texas Pacific Coal Co. com- 
pleted a 2,000,000-foot gasser in its No. 23 
well on fee lands, which is located one- 
half mile south of the defined limits and 
has a small showing in the first sand in 
its No, 24. Swenson et al. finished their 
No. 4 well on fee lands, southwest of No. 
1, and have a 15-bbl. pumper in the 840- 
foot sand. 

The wildcatting of the southwest has 
extended to Hardeman County. F. W. 
Felch is drilling on Section 316, near the 
town of Goodlett, for some Washington 
capitalists. The well has just been spud- 
ded in and as soon as possible Mr. Felch 
will build a standard rig and begin opera- 
tions for a deep test. The above test is 
some seven miles from the Doyle No. 1, 
Section 199, which is now down 1,400 feet. 
The formation at this level indicates a 
cap rock and sand soon to be struck. The 
operators are very optimistic over the 
outcome. 

Most every section in the Texas Pan- 





handle field is at present receiving some 
attention from the oil trade and it would 
not be surprising to see a goodly area of 
territory tested before the end of the cur- 
rent year. The Producers Oil Co. and the 
J. M. Guffey Petroleum Co. are leasing 
large tracts of land south of Vernon, Tex., 
along Paradise Creek in Wilbarger and 
Foard counties. The Producers Oil Co, 
has something like 20,000 acres and the 
J. M. Guffey Petroleum Co. a like amount. 
The prices paid for acreage in these local- 
ities runs from 75 cents to $1 per acre. 
The leases provide that actual drilling op- 
erations shall be started within 60 days. 
A location has already been made for the 
first test, located eight miles southwest of 
Vernon. 

The long-continued inclement weather 
and the consequent lessening of work are 
things of a past in the Texas Panhandle 
field. This has been an unusually late 
spring, but it appears now that the warm 
weather has at last come and the usual 
heavy work of summer will be resumed. 
Owing to the continued decrease in the 
price of oil, it is not thought that there 
will be as much work in this immediate 
section as in former years. Besides the 
Moran, Strawn and Thrall pools, Wilbar- 
ger, Foard and Hardeman counties seem 
to be destined to occupy prominent posi- 
tion. 

Wichita County Operations. 

There are seven wells drilling in the 
Electra pool, with two new rigs being 
built. Three completions were reported the 
past week. The Producers Oil Co. brought 
in Nos. 81 and 83 on the Waggoner ranch. 
The former is good for 35 bbls. and the 
latter 10 bbls. The first test struck the 
top of the pay sand at 1,035 feet and the 
second at 438 feet. W. W. Silk has com- 
pleted his No. 4 on the Crowe property 
and has a well good for 20 bbls. a day ina 
sand found from 1,070 to 1,075 feet. The 
Chapman Oil & Gas Co. is drilling at 350 
feet in its test on the A. A. Honaker 
lease, which is near the shallow-sand 
pumpers on the Herron farm, and Howell 
& Markowitz are about ready to drill in 
their No. 3 on the Woodruff & Khrone 
farm, being down close to 1,700 feet. The 
Corsicana Petroleum Co. is drilling at 150 
feet on its No. 55 on the S. E, Honaker 
farm and the Producers Oil Co. is making 
headway at 1,880 feet in No. 79 on the 
Waggoner ranch. The same company is 
drilling at 1,100 feet on No. 80 on the 
same farm and is drilling ahead at 1,200 
feet on No. 20 W. B. Honaker. No, 31 on 
the Bywaters farm is close to 800 feet 
deep and drilling and No. 9 on the Tate- 
Waggoner farm is still a rig. 

Work in the Burkburnett pool still holds 
a steady pace, but there is somewhat of 
a noticeable decrease in operations. The 
completion of a 175-bbl. well by the J. M. 
Guffey Petroleum Co. on the Sarah Pratt 
farm will no doubt at least keep the op- 
erators now in the pool at work and start 


additional testing on offset leases. This 
well is in the northeast corner of the 
tract and adjoins the profitable Thom 


lease on the west. A number of new rigs 
are being built near the recent well and 
the J. M. Guffey Petroleum Co, is building 
a rig to the west of its late completion 
for another test on the same farm. Lan- 
ford, Chenault & Staley are making a new 
location for a test on fe., which will be 
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an offset to the west ot W. C. McBride’s 
good well on the William Thom farm, The 
Corsicana Petroleum Co. is also staking 
out a location across from the: Pratt pro- 
ducer. Furlow & Ramming have explod- 
ed a 40-quart shot of nitro-glycerine on 
the Ramming farm and have a showing 
for a good-sized producer, but it is the 
intention of the owners to drill the well 
slightly deeper in hopes of making a large 
initial producer. The well was shot in 
the 1,549-foot sand and will be drilled 
down to the 1,600-foot pay. Clint Woods 
is now building a standard rig for No. 5 
Fred Thom farm and will test the sand 
by the coming week. Hammond & Smith 
have a machine on the Ferguson farm, 
owing to the standard rig being blown 
down, and will clean out before moving 
in another standard derrick. 
lowa Pool and Petrolia. 

Operations in the Iowa Park shallow- 
sand district, in Wichita County, are on 
the wane. The Sunday No. 2 well of Burt 
& Griffith still remains idle and the prob- 
abilities are that it will be abandoned at 
its present depth, which is a little below 
2,100 feet. Blair & Kemp's test on fee 
lands, located in the H, T. & B. R. R. Co. 
Survey, is due to reach the required depth 
by the next issue. The Haywood Oil Co, 
has a crooked hole in No. 1 at 320 feet and 
will skid the machine and commence an- 
other. 

The Petrolia pool, in Clay County, re- 
ceived its proper consideration the past 
week by furnishing two good gas wells, 
both owned by the Producers Oil Co. One 
was its No. 1 on the Walker farm, which 
is estimated at 25,000,000 cubic feet. The 
sand was struck at 1,725 feet. The other 
is on the Pioneer Oil & Tankage Co.'s 
farm and the sand in this well was struck 
at approximately the same depth as the 
Walker test and it has about the same 
volume. This latter completion has given 
impetus to operations and it is quite likely 
that the shallow-sand areas will be con- 
verted into deep tests within a short time, 
as this completion was located in the 
midst of over a hundred shallow-sand 
pumpers, These are among the best gas- 
sers recently brought in, in the Petrolia 
pool. 

Field Notes. 

Effective April 1, The Texas Co. re- 
duced the price of crude oil in this terri- 
tory to 45 cents. Some weeks ago a simi- 
lar reduction was announced by the Mag- 
nolia Petroleum Co., and the present 
change by The Texas Co. has been confi- 
dently expected ever since. 

Within a short time the Central Oil Co., 
formerly chartered as the Climax Refining 
Co., will open a refinery in East Corsi- 
cana. This company is composed of F. H. 
Miller and Waco capitalists. This com- 
pany has capital stock of $50,000, all paid 
in. When under operation, it will give 
employment to about 50 men, with an 
average monthly payroll of $4,000. The 
principal source of their oil is expected 
to be the large producing pool recently 
brought in, in Williamson County.” The 
company expects to handle from five to 
ten cars of crude oil daily and has ample 
storage capacity. Jerry Robinson has 
been chosen general sales manager of the 
new concern. He was formerly connected 
with the old Climax Refining Co. and 
when it closed down, about a year ago, 
went to Pecos, Tex., with the Pecos Re- 
fining Co, ; 

Suit has been filed in the District Court 
of Clay County by Boyd Harvey against 
the Riverside Oil Co. of Oklahoma and 
the Riverside Oil Co. et al., of Texas. The 








suit is for debt with a prayer for fore- 
closure of a deed of trust on some prop- 
erty held by the defendant companies. 
Besides this, the plaintiff seeks the ap- 
pointment of a receiver for the defendant 
companies. The two companies are al- 
leged to be identical—the one being the 
holding and the other the operating. The 
basis of prayer for the receiver is that 
the companies are insolvent by reason of 
the non-application of a large sum of 
money received from a sale of their prop- 
erty and that a receiver is necessary to 
protect the interests of the plaintiff and 
the other creditors. 


NEW PIPE-LINE TARIFFS. 





WASHINGTON, D. C., April 3.—The 
Southwest Pennsylvania Pipe Lines have 
filed a tariff with the Interstate Com- 
merce Commigsion governing the gather- 
ing and transportation of oil by pipe lines 
from wells to delivery points within the 
State of Pennsylvania at the rate of 
twenty (20) cents per barrel—42 U. S. 
gallons—and the storage of the same at 
the rate of 3-100 cent per day (this is a 
reduction). 

The rates named in this tariff are sub- 
ject to change at any time upon the 
Southwest Pennsylvania Pipe Lines giv- 
ing the 30 days’ notice required by law. 

This tariff became effective March 31. 
1915. 

The Eureka Pipe Line Co. has filed a 
tariff with the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission for the intrastate gathering and 
transportation of crude petroleum oil of 
a gravity exceeding 35° Baume (at 60° 
Fahrenheit) by pipe lines within the State 
of West Virginia at the rate of twenty 
(20) cents per barrel—42 U. S. gallons— 
and the storage of the same at the rate 
of 1-40 cent per day. 

The rates named in this tariff are sub 
ject to change at any time upon the 
Eureka Pipe Line Co. giving the 30 days’ 
notice required by law. 


This tariff became effective March 31, 
1915. 
The Indiana Pipe Line Co. in connec- 


tion with the Buckeye Pipe Line Co. has 
filed a joint tariff with the Interstate 
Commerce Commission for the transpor- 
tation of crude petroleum oil by pipe lines 
from Preble, Ind., to Cygnet, O., at the 
rate of fourteen (14) cents per barrel— 
42 U. S. gallons. 

In addition to said rate, all crude pe- 
troleum tendered at points in Indiana 
other than Preble (within the territory of 
the Indiana Pipe Line Co.'s gathering 
system) for shipment to Cygnet, O., will 
be subject to a further charge of twenty 
(20) cents per barrel—42 U. S. gallons— 
each, for gathering and transporting such 
crude petroleum to Preble, Ind. 

This is effective April 10, 1915. 

The National Transit Co. in connection 
with the New York Transit Co. has is- 
sued a notice, which is filed with the In- 
terstate Commerce Commission, cancell- 
ing their joint tariff, whic hwas issued 
Sept. 4, 1914, and took effect Sept. 10, 
1915. Cc. EB: K. 


PRAIRIE RESUMES TAKING OIL. 





After a 10-day lay-off, the Prairie, on 
Tuesday last, resumed the taking of oil in 
the southern part of the Oklahoma field 
and thereby greatly pleased many pro- 
ducers who were directly interested. It 
is said that a common-carried order for 
oil shipment was the couse of the 10-day 
lay -off. 
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SIX WELLS AT TAYLOR. | 


HOUSTON, Tex., April 5.—Latest esti- 
mates give the Taylor field, in William- | 
son County, a daily average production | 
of 11,500 bbls. from six wells. The best 
of these is the Pure Oil Co.’s No. 1 Fuchs, 
which is reported to be putting out 3,000 
bbls. a day. The First Thrall Oil Co. has 
deepened the original well to 895 feet, in- 
creasing the production to 2,000 bbls. a 
day. The Taylor-Giddings’ No. 1 Stiles, 
600 feet west of First Thrall’s No. 1, is 
flowing 2,000 bbis., and the First Thrall 
Oil Co.'s No. 2 Fuchs, offsetting its No. 1, 
is doing 2,000 bbls. The Corsicana Petro- 
leum Co.’s No. 1 Stiles, 600 feet north of 
the discovery well, is making 200 bbls. 
from a stray sand found at 630 feet. Bow- 
ers & Witherspoon’s No. 1 Fuchs, offset- 
ting the Pure Oil Co.’s No. 1, is flowing | 
2,500 bbls. All the completions, with the 
exception of the Corsicana Petroleum Co., 
found the pay at 890 feet. As yet there 
is nothing to indicate in which direction 
an extension will be made. Dry holes are 
northwest, west, south and east within a 
mile and one-half of the discovery well. 
The J. M. Guffey Petroleum Co. offset the 
Bowers & Witherspoon duster on the 
Mager, which got the cap rock at 800 feet 
and is temporarily shut down. The Mager 
is west and north from the Fuchs land. 
The J. M. Guffey Petroleum Co. has aban- 
doned its test on the Stauffer farm, about 
three-quarters of a mile to the south, at 
950 feet. Bowers & Witherspoon have a 
duster in No. 1 Kennedy, two and one- 
half miles east, and it looks as if the 
Taylor-Giddings Development’s No. 1 Olt- 
man, located two miles to the west, was 
dry also. The Pure Oil Co. has started 
No. 2 Fuchs, offsetting its No. 1 .M. Mur- 
phy, president of the company, is on the 
ground and in charge of operations. 
Hindman & Gass are drilling on the Som- 
mers, three miles west, and Gibbs et al. 
on the Timmerman, east of the Bowers & 
Witherspoon duster on the Kennedy and 
about three miles out from the first well. 
The east and west tests are significant 
from the fact that the well on the Ken- 
nedy was drilled below 1,200 feet and the 
one on the Oltman below 1,100 feet with- 
out getting anything. Spear & Murphy 
are drilling No. 1 Bevil, near Noack, two 
and one-half miles west from the first 
well. The counties adjoining Williamson 
have caught the excitement and com- 
panies are being organized to start tests 
in Travis, McMillan, Bell and Bastrop 
counties. Two tests are now going down 
near Rockdale, east of Thrall. The Doss 
Oil Co. is drilling on the Doss farm, south 
of Rockdale, and the Rockdale Oil & Gas 
Co. on the Meyers, four miles west of 
town. Houston operators are starting 
northeast of Elgin, Bastrop County, and 
also southwest of the town. Elgin is 
about twenty miles from Taylor. 

Wooden and earthen tankage is being 
made ready at Thrall, the Pure Oil Co. 
having a number of men at work on an 
earthen reservoir that will have a capac- 
ity of 250,000 bbls. Witherspoon & Bow- 
ers have three wooden tanks with a ca- 
pacity of 3,500 bbls. and an earthen one 
of 5,000 bbls. The First Thrall Oil Co. 
has two 1,000-bbl. wooden tanks and one 
earthen, while the Corsicana Petroleum 
Co. has two 1,600-bbl. wooden tanks on 
its Stiles lease. The J. M. Abbott Pipe 
Line Co. has installed two 1,200-bbl. tanks 
and the J. M. Guffey Petroleum Co. has 
the material on the ground for two 1,000- 
bbl. wooden receptacles. The Texas Co. 
is taking the production of the First 
Thrall Oil Co. and has finished a 6-inch 








‘south from Corpus Christi. 





pipe line from the field to Thrall on the 


International & Great Northern Railroad, 
a distance of one mile. It has also con- 
structed a loading rack and will ship the 
oil in tank cars for the present. The 
railroad has put in additional trackage 
and sidings are filled with cars containing 
drilling material. It is reported that the 
J. M. Abbott Pipe Line Co.} of Houston, 
has contracted with the Dixie Refining 
Co., of San Antonio, for 100,000 bbls. of 
Thrall oil at 65 cents. The Abbott com- 
pany has a 2-inch line to Thrall loading 
rack. 

Edgerly and Sour Lake furnished the 
largest completions of the week in the 
South Texas and South Louisiana pools. 
In the former field the Victory Oil Co.’s 
No. 1 Parish Road, which started flowing 
4,000 bbls. a day from 3,250 feet. It is 
probably the best producer yet developed 
in the Edgerly field and is located on the 
east side of the road running through the 
field, on the line between Sections 28 and 
29. Kitcher et al.’s No. 1 Faerchan, in 
the Sour Lake field, came in at 3,100 feet 
and is flowing 250 bbls. a day. Three 
wells were brought in during the week at 
Thrall, none of which, however, are of 
special significance as showing the trend 
of the pool. 


Contract and credit-balance quotations 
are unchanged from the prices previously 
quoted, 60 cents being the ranging con- 
tract figure in the Sour Lake field and 55 
cents at Humble. The large companies 
are hustling to find a market for fuel oil 
in the Southern districts, but business is 
rather slow even at the reduced quota- 


tions. Mexican crude is quoted at from 
50 to 60 cents, delivered at Gulf Coast 
ports. The importations from the fields 


there show a decrease, a number of tank- 
ers having been laid up until the political 
conditions become more settled. 


Wildcat Operations. 


While the Taylor-Thrall and Corpus 
Christi districts continue the most active 
spots, it cannot be said that any section 
of the State of Texas is being neglected, 
the hunt of the wildcatter embracing a 
wide range of territory. Seven rigs are 
now going in the Corpus Christi district, 
of which the J. M. Guffey Petroleum Co. 
is operating two; the Corsicana Petroleum 
Co., one; The Sun Co., one; Neuces Oil & 
Gas Co., one; Buel & Jones, one, and 
Guffey and Gillespie-Benedum & Trees, 
of Pittsburgh, one. In addition to these, 
derricks are going up for four more wells. 
The deepest hole in the territory is that 
of the J. M. Guffey Petroleum Co.’s No. 1 
White Point, located 1,800 feet north of 
the big gasser, which is drilling at 1,850 
feet. The same company’s No. 2, located 
on submerged land 3,500 feet northwest 
of the blowout, which is drilling at 950 
feet. Progress is slow, the formations 
showing red shale, sand, gumbo, packed 
sand and boulders. The-Corsicana Petro- 
leum Co. has started its test on the Odem 
tract, eight miles west of White Point, 
and The Sun Co. is going on the Mentor, 
3,000 feet west of the gasser that started 
all the excitement in that section. The 
Nuesces Oil Co. is down to 700 feet with 
its test, one mile west. It got a small 
blowout at’ 540 feet. Buell & Jones have 
gotten under way at Ingleside, 18 miles 
northeast from Corpus. The Nuesces Qil 
Co. has abandoned an old hole which it 
attempted to deepen at 1,600 feet. It is 
located near the blowout. High wind blew 
down the derrick of Guffey & Gillespie on 
the north end of the King ranch, 16 miles 
It has been 
repleced and two crews have started 
making hole. The ranch embraces 1,000,- 
000 acres and the contract provides for 
the drilling of three wells. Lee McGee, 





of Corsicana, is on the ground with three 
crews to start tests on the Turner tracts 
for Andrews & Chapman, of Waxahachie, 
Tex., while C. G. Hamill, of Bay City, 
Tex., has secured a lease on 400 acres of 
the Odem tract, eight miles west of White 
Point, and will start drilling at once. Oil 
companies are being organized in almost 
every town of consequence in the coun- 
ties between Corpus Christi and the Rio 
Grande River and it is likely that the 
next 60 days will see a number of tests 
under way in those counties. 


Other Wildcats. 

Two of the tests drilling in Liberty 
County, Tex., have been abandoned. Both 
reached a depth of 2,700 feet. One was 
being drilled by Hackenberger et al. on 
the Hardin Survey, four -miles northeast 
from Liberty, the county seat, and the 
other was by Sapp et al. at Stillson, four 
miles west from Dayton. East of the old 
Dayton field, on the Pruett tract, Green 
& Barbette are drilling at 1,900 feet. J. M. 
Thresher will probably abandon his test 
at Devers, having encountered nothing at 
1,945 feet. The Riverbottom Oil Co., 
which drilled three small producers south- 
east of Dayton, is being reorganized and 
will start a coyple of more wells on leases 
in this vicinity. It is a shallow-sand sec- 
tion, the pay being got at about 600 feet. 
The wells are small, averaging about 3 
bbls. a day. In Orange County, Tex., the 
Bessie Heights Oil Co., drilling at Bessie 
Heights, is shut down at 1,600 feet, while 
the East Mount Oil Co. has a derrick up 
for a prospective test on the Stephenson 
land, near Fletcher. G. C. Codman, who 
was formerly active in the Wyoming 
field , has taken a lease on 30,000 acres 
near Vidor, in the western part of Orange 
County, and will drill three wells. The 
land is owned by the Miller-Vidor Lum- 
ber Co. and stipulates a certain sum must 
be expended in drilling, operations to be- 
gin at once. What is conceded to be the 
most important of the wildcats is drilling 
by Webb et al., south of El Campo, in 
Wharton County, 50 miles southeast of 
Houston. Operations have been delayed 
on account of the bit being stuck in the 
hole. It has been recovered and drilling 
resumed at 850 feet. Five thousand acres 
are under lease by those interested in the 
well and others who are watching the 
development. Showings of oil and gas 
were had to 450 feet, and at 750 feet it is 
said the formations bear a close resem- 
blance to the old Humble field. Hancock 
& Crow have started northeast of Vic- 
toria, about 40 miles from El Campo, and 
are drilling at 450 feet. The Farmers Pe- 
troleum Co. tested its No. 1 Jones at Big 
Hill, Matagorda County, at 1,125 feet 
without results and is now drilling ahead 
at 1,250 feet. It is. an old hole that is 
being deepened from 985 feet and was re- 
cently taken over together with a lease 
on 6,000 acres by the company. Esperson 
& Hamil are drilling a deep test at Bay 
City, same county. They set 6-inch at 
3,150, feet and are now drilling ahead. 
The Allen-Brown test near Missouri City, 
Fort Bend County, is shut down at 2,000 
feet, as is the Rika Oil Co.’s No. 1 Bell- 
aire, eight miles southeast of Houston, 
and the Laney. Oil Co.’s No. 1 Hockley, 
in Harris County. The first named is an- 
other deep test at 3,200 feet and the latter 
was down to 250 feet when operations 
were suspended. In Culbertson County, 
in the western part of the State, C. R. 
Troxel et al. are drilling a test near Rus- 
tler Springs, under the name of the Texas 
Petroleum Co. It is located northwest of 
Toyah, where some work was done by the 
Producers Oil Co. several years ago. The 
hole is down 1,600 feet, with showings of 
both oil and gas at 945 feet. R. H. John- 
son, a geologist of Pittsburgh, Pa., made 
the location for the Gompany. The Robe- 
chaux & Patton test at High Island, 
Chambers County, is drilling at 1,400 feet, 
and the Mill Creek Oil Co. is starting to 
drill an old hole deeper near Mill Creek, 
in Washington County. Arrangements 





are being made to start tests near Roék- 
port, Aransas County; eastern Grayson 
County; Mineral, Bee County; Belton, Bell 
County; Seadrift, Calhoun County, and 
Mercedes, Cameron County. In Southern 
Louisiana the Monroe Oil & Gas Co. is 
drilling at 2,000 feet, north of Monroe, 
Ouachita Parish. Champion et al. have 
abandoned their well three miles north of 
Sulphur, Calcasieu Parish, at 3,000 feet, 
and the Williams Oil Co. is rigging up to 
drill near Ringgold, Bienville Parish. In- 
terest is being revived in the Somerset 
district, south of San Antonio, Tex. Some 
production was developed in this section 
several years ago, nine wells being op- 
erated at the present time with an aver- 
age output of 5 bbls. each. C. Kurz et al. 
will drill several more wells and put in a 
power plant to pump them. 


Humble Deep Sand. 


The deep-sand section of the Humble 
pool continues to hold the attention of 
Coastal operators, interest centering in 
the test of the J. M. Guffey Petroleum Co. 
drilling on the Williams tract, south and 
west of the Stevenson. It is down to 
2,385 feet. Barring accidents, the well 
should be completed during the coming 
week, and upon results will depend 
whether considerable new work now con- 
templated will be undertaken or not. The 
same company’s No. 1 Charles tract, di- 
rectly south of the Stevenson, is another 
important test designed to extend pro- 
duction from the prolific Stevenson. The 
company has 1,300 feet of hole and is 
drilling ahead. The Rotary Oil Co.’s No. 
1 Wright, west of the Charles, is drilling 
at 2,230 feet and making good progress. 
The Corsicana Petroleum Co.’s No. 1 
Griffith & Burt, five miles southwest, is 
drilling at 2,200 feet, while Burt & Grif- 
fith’s No. 1 Howley, five miles south of 
production, is drilling at 1,850 feet. O’Neil 
et al. are going into their No. 1 Marshall, 
which was abandoned at 3,450 feet, and 
will try to develop a well at 2,850 feet, 
where they passed up some pay. O’Neil’s 
No. 1 Bender is shut down at 2,200 feet. 
Its is west of the Stevenson. On the 
Bender piece, east of the Stevenson, the 
J. M. Guffey ‘Petroleum Co. and Blaffer 
& Farish’s No. 2 is drilling at 2,600 feet. 
Operations were suspended for several 
days on account of the line shaft break- 
ing. Briant & Stewart have been de- 
layed in starting No. 1 Kennedy on ac- 
count of lack of water, but this has been 
remedied by drilling a water well, and 
work on the test has started. The Hum- 
ble Oil Co. has rigged up for a test on its 
lease on the west side of the Stevenson 
tract and will start a day and night crew 
at once. The Producers Oil Co. has two 
locations made on the Mason, two on the 
Landslide and one on the Carroll Oil & 
Gas Co. lease. The company’s No. 179 
Landslide is drilling at 3,150 feet, and has 
started making hole on the Carroll Oil & 
Gas Co. lease. Abercrombie et al.’s No. 2 
Burt one-acre is drilling at 1,000 feet, 
The two big wells on the Stevenson, 
brought in two months ago by the Pro- 
ducers Oil Co., and one by the Farmers 
Petroleum Co. on the north end of the 
Stevenson, are putting out about 7,000 
bbls. a day each, the oil going to The 
Texas Co, at 55 cents a barrel. Work on 
the 6-inch pipe line which the Farmers 
Petroleum Co. is building from Humble 
to Houston, is progressing rapidly and it 
will probably be in use in 30 days more, 
The company is erecting four 55,000-bbl. 
steel tanks on its tank farm each of 
Houston, in proximity to the ship ch 
nel, All work on the Stevenson remaing 
suspended since the inauguration of th 
agreement between the two companies 
one month ago. . 


HAS GONE TO TEXAS. 





Cc. J. Wrightsman, of Tulsa, left on 
Tuesday for Wichita Falls and Taylor, 
Tex., on a ten-days’ business trip.. 
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COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW OF OIL REFINING CONDITIONS 


(By H. G. JAMES.) 

INDEPENDENCB, Kan., March 27.—There is an old 
saying that nothing ever gets so bad it might not get 
worse. That statement could aptly be applied to the 
refining industry in the Mid-Continent field. Under date 
of Aug. 28, 1913, an article was printed in these columns 
over the signature of the present writer, at the head of 
which appeared the following statement from a Kansas 
refiner: 

“The independent refiners in the Mid-Continent 
field are facing the most serious situation they have 
ever had to meet. Few, if any, of them are making 
money. The price of crude has advanced without 
any corresponding increase in the price of refined 
commodities. Most of the independents are short on 
circulating capital."’ 


Since then, conditions have gone from bad to worse 
until practically every refiner in the Mid-Continent field 
is now sitting up nights trying to figure out what the 
end of it all will be. 

This same Kansas refiner said to me the other day: 


“We might as well die fighting. The whole oil 
business is surrounded with ‘Thunder Heads’ and it 
looks as if every one was going to be struck by 
lightning. The refining business is ‘all in the air.’ 
There is no demand and practically no products are 
moving. The new legislation in Oklahoma has so 
demoralized our pipe-line and refinery relations it is 
going ‘to take a lot of time to untangle the skein. 
There doesn't seem to be a quotation for refined 
products any more. I think I have never before 
seen conditions so demoralized as they are now.” 
When the article referred to above was published 

(Sept. 3, 1913), there were 33 independent refineries in 
this fleld, using 50,000 barrels of crude a day. The price 
of crude was advancing while the price of refined prod- 
ucts was receding. Motor spirits had just been discov- 
ered. It was then predicted the manufacture of motor 
spirits would crowd down the price of straight-run gaso- 
line from 3 to 4 cents a gallon, as it was claimed by the 
new process the Standard would be able to secure 38 per 
cent. of gasoline from crude instead of 18 per cent. 

A wonderful change has taken place since that article 
was written and published. All that was predicted has 
happened, and more. Today there are 49 refineries in 
the fiéld in addition to those known as strictly Standard, 
and 10 of them were constructed last year. The Cushing 
pool has been discovered and developed. The Standard 
Oil Company has spent probably $5,000,000 in recon- 
structing its Neodesha, Sugar Creek, Whiting and other 
big refineries to the new high-pressure distilling process. 
It is now able to extract 75 per cent. of gasoline from 
crude instead of 18 per cent. The independent refineries 
are using 72,000 barrels of crude a day instead of 50,000 
barrels (or 82,000 barrels, if the Magnolia be classed as 
an independent), and they are getting a considerably 
larger percentage of gasoline from Cushing crude than 
they did from the crude used at that time. The price of 
crude has dropped from $1.03 a barrel to 40 cents, and 
many sales are being made at 30 cents and less. At the 
same time the price of everything the refiner has to sell 
has gone down, Gasoline today is selling at 6 cents a 
gallon (or less), Oklahoma refiners equalizing the Kansas 
freight rate; kerosene is being quoted at 1% to 1% cents 
a gallon, with very few sales. The bottom has almost 
entirely dropped out of fuel oil, which is now command- 
ing from 30 to 40 cents a barrel. Most of the Mid- 
Continent plants have either reduced their runs or are 
not operating at all. One plant has been dismantled. 
Two others have been shut down by action of creditors 
and are advertised to be sold under the hammer. One 
plant has been practically idle for months, because it 
was unabie to compete without Cushing crude, which it 
is now using, after having lost $75,000 trying to maintain 
its pace with heavier oil. One plant has been losing 
$2,000 a month. One of the biggest refineries in the fleld 
is running at a loss. Another is entirely shut down, in 
spite of its favorable location. The Standard has been 
running all winter at Neodesha with 26 stills cold. 

I talked with a man who is intimately acquainted with 
Standard Oil. He was exceedingly pessimistic, and said 
he was thinking of applying to the home for indigent 
persons for a room. In his opinion, the future is dark 
and unpromising. Neodesha, Sugar Creek, Alton and 
Baton Rouge, with their new-process stills, in his opin- 
ion, alone could, if called upon, supply all the lighter 
products of petroleum needed in this entire Middle West. 
This would mean that all the output of independent 
plants is overproduction. If this is true, what hope is 
there for better prices? In spite of strenuous efforts on 
the part of all refiners, the price of all petroleum prod- 
ucts has gone down and down. 

This same man says he fails to find any hope in 
“after-the-war prosperity."”. Europe, he declares, is 
using more gasoline now than she will use after peace is 
declared. Now submarines, war autos and flying ma- 
chines must of necessity use gasoline. When peace 
comes, this consumption will stop and the people will be 
too poor to operate their cars and there will be less 
demand than now. 

If we painted a gloomy outlook at the close of 1913, 
the realization has been even worse, and the Lord only 
knows what is yet in store, 

That winter, however, all the refiners entered the dull 
season overstocked with gasoline, and this stock was 
not worked off until last September. Splendid weather 
sustained a strong demand for gasoline last fall and in 
spite of a big increase in the number of refining plants 
and the resultant increase in output, all the refiners 


for them to store gasoline. All of them, on the other 
hand, were swamped with a surplus of kerosene. Many 
of them have built storage tanks. One company is 
erecting its second 55,000-barrel storage tank this winter 
and has contracted for a third. The general anticipa- 
tion is that the summer of 1915 will witness an’ un- 
precedented demand for gasoline, although there is little 
expectation of much, if any, improvement in price. 

The serious situation put the refiners on their metal, 
Necessity, we are told, is the mother of invention. The 
Mid-Continent refiner came pretty nearly facing the 
necessity of manufacturing a market for his products. 
The members of the Western Petroleum Refiners’ Asso- 
ciation made an exhaustive investigation of foreign mar- 
kets, the result of which was that seven of its larger 
plants were organized into what is now known as the 
Export Oil Corporation, embracing the Phoenix Refining 
Company, the Ponca Refining Company, the Constantin 
Refining Company, the Cushing Refining Compay, the 
Chanute Refining Company, the Chelsea Refining Com- 
pany and the Indiahoma Refining Company. This cor- 
vdration has been making foreign shipments regularly 
for months and this fact, coupled with the foreign ship- 
ments of Cosden & Co. and the Consumers Refining 
Company, probably accounts in a large degree for the 
ability of the Western refiners to get through the de- 
pression at all. The possibility of large foreign ship- 
ments early in the spring is the one hope and salvation 
of the industry in this field: The demand from Europe 
is growing and the price is fairly satisfactory under the 
circumstances. The Export Oil Corporation, like all 
others, has been badly handicapped by reason of its in- 
ability to secure bottoms to move all the oils required 
by its European customers, and it has planned to create 
its own fleet. It has plans to make shipments regularly 
every month until next winter, but could move twice as 
much kerosene and gasoline if it had the ships. Were 
it not for this outlet for kerosene, -the Mid-Continent 
refiners would be swamped. 

Fear of Freak Legislation. 

Another thing that has kept the refiners on the anx- 

ious seat and prevented them acting freely has been the 





share of the profits of petroleum; but he is not entitled 
to any more than his share. He is entitled to protection 
and to the benefits of conservation policies, but not at 
the expense of someone else. So also the refiner and 
the marketer arg likewise entitled to the same consid- 
eration before the law. They all should be equal before 
the law, but the principle frequently is too often lost 
sight of in these periods of depression and unrest. We 
go on pell-mell creating disastrous conditions without 
thought of or regard for others, hurting ourselves and all 
about us, and then we ask for redress with just as much 
reckless disregard for all others interested. Men have 
seemed bent on one sort of legislation for individuals 
and another sort for corporations, forgetting that cor- 
porations are after all only combinations of individuals. 
They have sought a law that will permit a producer to 
realize immense profits on his investment, and curtail 
the profits of the other fellow. They have tried to en- 
act laws that would help them, but put the hooks into 
someone else, wholly thoughtless of any third party who 
might be affected. Thus, this winter in Oklahoma came 
very near legislating the Western refiners out of exist- 
ence. Legislative enactment was demanded without any 
apparent appreciation whatever of the effect upon any 
other branch of the industry. The forces of attack have 
pressed their cause until the whole country and nearly 
all industries are in a state of turmoil or financial de- 
pression, and we have arrived at a point where the tide 
must turn or something must give way. Railroad men, 
for instance, all over the Nation have grown weary and 
gray trying to stem the tide and are ready to welcome 
Jovernment ownership, a sorry day when it comes for 
this country which has been built upon individual effort 
and competition in contrast to Government ownership. 
No country in the world, save possibly Germany, has 
witnessed under Government ownership and Government 
control anything like the development we have had un- 
der individual effort. And when we take away the re- 


turns possible through personal initiative and endeavor 
by curtailing the possibilities of the individual, we are 
going to stifle personal effort and stop in a large part 
the very sources of our wonderful development. 


What 











ONE VIEW OF MODERN PLANT OF 


apparent determination of the Oklahoma Legislature to 
enact detrimental laws. As indicated by the quotation 
from a Kansas refiner in the opening paragraphs of this 
article, recently-enacted and pending legislation has 
completely upset the industry. 

To the student of political science and politico-com- 
mercial and industrial evolution, the events of the past 
few months in the Mid-Continent regions must have 
presented a fascinating study, and the future develop- 
ment of the petroleum industry, from both a commercial 
and a political standpoint, must prove of vast impor- 
tance in its relationship to other public matters of large 
volume, because of its relative magnitude and character. 
We have been passing of late years through a period of 
political and industrial unrest, when the popular cry has 
been against capital, and the invariable remedy for all 
ills has been legislation or Government control. Here 
in the Mid-Continent fleld we have had a pretty good 
opportunity to witness the trying out of these modern 
ideas and almost invariably have witnessed their fail- 
ure. It has been proved over and over that the popular 
conception has been based upon inadequate information 
and at variance with the facts. It has been proved again 
and again that legislation and Government control will 
not suffice when the natural laws of operation are being 
transgressed. It has been demonstrated very conclu- 
sively that the inalienable prerogative of the citizeu to 
conduct his private affairs without abridgement, and the 
immutable law of supply and demand cannot be beld in 
control by Government officials to meet the demands of 
certain elements of society when that control is con- 
trary to their natural course. This has been tried in 
response to popular clamor and always with the same 
inevitable result. Capital must be combined in large 
undertakings in order to make a profit. And it must 
make a profit if we are going to entire it into the open. 
The same is true of labor. It is entitled to a profit, to 
its share of the product of its toil. Neither capital nor 
labor will remain in contentment or healthy condition 
without a natural return, and neither should be ex- 








found the winter well advanced before it was ry 





pected to. Likewise, the producer is entitled to his 


COSDEN & CO, AT WEST TULSA, 

would be the result in oildom if the possibility of big 
returns were destroyed? It would be a long, long while 
before another big pool were opened. Wildcatting would 
cease entirely. The lure of big returns prompts long 
chances, But say to these men they may take the 
chances, but cannot profit by the result of their labors, 
and they will hoard their gold. Constantly embarrassed 
capital will seek concealment and harangued endeavor 
will sensitively recoil. The Standard Oil Company, we 
are told, weary of the harrassment of popular agitation 
and ouster suits on mere technicalities, has determined 
to transfer as fast as possible its base of actdévity to 
other countries. It is said that already its chief finan- 
cial center is in Europe, and not in this country. During 
the past few months it has begun a campaign of foreign 
oil development of vast magnitude. Instead of putting 
millions of dollars into refineries and marketing sys- 
tems in this country, it is now giving its attention to a 
surprising extent to finding oil in such fertile flelds as 
China, Palestine, Central Europe ad South America. 
These countries are holding out inducements rather than 
putting stumbling blocks in the way, and as sure as 
anything the time is coming when this country must 
change its attitude toward big enterprises. 

Efforts of Corporation Commission. 

During last fall the attention of practically the entire 
world was drawn to the spectacular effort of the Cor- 
poration Commission of Oklahoma to stem the tide and 
check two irresistible forces—the force of individual 
effort and the inevitable results of the law of supply and 
demand. A great pool of oil had been discovered. Men, 
born in the spirit of aggression, men taught by the 
example of the Pilgrim Fathers that the gratification of 
an ambition to develop the natural resources and there- 
by bring success and independence to themselves was a 
right that Governmental power could not abridge, lent 
themselves eagerly to the enterprise of developing an 
immense source of wealth. An overproduction and con- 
sequent depression of a great industry in all its branches 
were threatened. The Government stepped in and 
through the Corporation Commission attempted to dic- 
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tate to these men how they should conduct their busi- 
ness. First, an order was issued fixing a low price on 
refined products. This order was wholly disregarded. 
Then the commission issued a succession of orders pro- 
hibiting the drilling of wells, forbidding producers sell- 
ing oil under certain prices at different stages, prohibit- 
ing the Prairie Oil & Gas Company reducing the mar- 
ket price, forbidding the drilling of wells without con- 
sent of the commission, etc. Orders came thick and fast 
and in spectacular form. The producers went on drill- 
ing; the Prairie Oil & Gas Company continued to cut 
the price when it saw fit; the output increased and gen- 
eral congestion followed. Every order the commission 
issued was disregarded and violated. Finally, the com- 
mission threw up its hands and admitted it could not 
control the situation, that its efforts had simply been 
advisory for the general good anyway. 

But this appeal to the Corporation Commission and 
the vain efforts of the commission started something it 
has seemed impossible to stop. The result was a flood 
of attempted adverse legislation in Oklahoma surpassing 
anything ever dreamed of in the most active days of the 
Populists in Kansas, or the anti-Standard forces in 
Pennsylvania under that resourceful leader, Lewis 
Emery, Jr. And the refiner, who never engaged in the 
fracas at all, was drawn into maelstrom with the rest. 
For instance, under the so-called conservation law just 
passed and signed by the Governor, in times of over- 
production the Corporation Commission may require the 
taking of all oil from producers pro-rata. This is inter- 
preted as meaning that if a refiner is also a producer 
and he has 1,500 barrels production a day and his pro- 
rata is only 1,000 barrels a day, he can take only 1,000 
barrels a day from his own wells and must pro-rate the 
additional 500 barrels a day necessary to run his plant 
from his neighbors. Refiners defiantly assert they will 
not be bound by the law until the Supreme Court has 
declared it is constitutional. 

Other bills introduced into the Oklahoma Legislature, 
but fortunately killed, would have required the small 
refiner owning his own pipe line to extend his pipe-line 
facilities to accommodate the public and his competitors. 
The right of the individual to erect a factory, and its 
adjuncts, and run it as a private institution, would thus 
have been destroyed. The.incentive to ambition would 
have been eliminated. Another bill would have made 
illegal the owning of any interest, directly or indirectly, 
in any mineral contract or land by a pipe-line company 
or other public-service corporation, on penalty of for- 
feiture of pipe line to the State. The street-railway 
company which had developed its own gas or oil fuel 
would have suffered the same as any other concern 
which had acted likewise in good faith. Still another 
bill proposed to place all pipe lines under complete con- 
trol of the Corporation Commission, subject to the 
whims of impractical politicians. It is difficult to meas- 
ure the far-reaching results of such legislation if passed. 
Such laws would stifle ambition, stop construction and 
retard the development of resources. The enactment 
of these bills would have irreparably injured the State 
and one of its greatest industries. And the worst feature 
of the whole matter was that all this turmoil, all the 
threatened legislation, was directly chargeable to men 
engaged in the oil business, in all too many instances to 
men who had axes to grind. It used to be customary 
for a new member of the United States Senate to spend 
his first term listening and learning. It would be a good 
idea if the average novice in the oil business would 
practice this custom the first few years and not attempt 
to regulate by law those things he does not understand 
in the oil game. Fortunately, the sturdy members of 
the Oklahoma Legislature did not desire to hurt the 
oil industry, and when they “heard from home” and 
understood the damage these proposed measures would 
do, they promptly asphyxiated them. 

Recently, when the Milliken Refining Company dis- 
connected from several hundred wells in the shallow- 
sand district and announced it would get its crude in the 
future from the Cushing district, its officers were sum- 
moned before the Corporation Commission on complaint 
of producers and called upon to explain. The company 
showed that it had been operating its plant at a loss by 
reason of using a poorer grade of crude. And that was 
the end of the controversy. Now comes the report that 
the Corporation Commission of Oklahoma will not at- 
tempt to enforce: the conservation law, but will be 
content to await the action of some producers who seek 
to test its constitutionality. 

The Effect of Motor Spirits. 

When it was first announced that the Standard Oil 
Company had discovered a process of making 38 per 
cent. of crude into gasoline, every refiner looked wise 
and shook his head. But today the Standard is con- 
verting 75 per cent. of crude into gasoline, and its 
process is revolutionizing the industry. It could, if re- 
quired, convert 90 per cent. of the crude into these prod- 
ucts, but with cheap crude it is not profitable to do so. 
The new system has been installed at Neodesha, Sugar 
Creek and Whiting, and is being installed at the Wood 
River refinery at Alton, Ill. The product by this system, 
when the former article was written, was yellow and 
odorous. But these defects since have been remedied. 

Just about the time the Standard had completed the 
change to high-pressure distillation at Neodesha and 
Sugar Creek, the big production flood came on at Cush- 
ing. It was soon discovered by all refiners that plants 
located at Cushing and using Cushing crudé had a great 
advantage over those plants using mixed Mid-Continent 
erude or oi] from the districts producing ordinary Mid- 
Continent grades, Then began a big scramble. The 
Chanute Refining Company, which had built up a fine 
business at Chanute, Kan., began shipping in Cushing 
crude. This was expensive. Manager Marcell went 
down to Cushing and built a new plant. The Ponca 
Refining Company did the same thing under the name 
of the Cushing Refining Company. The Milliken Refining 
Company took up its extensive pipe-line system in the 





shallow-sand district and built a pipe line from Vinita to 
Cushing. The Chelsea Refining. Company dismantled its 
plant at Chelsea and erected a new one at Cushing. The 
American people at Okmulgee went down to Cushing and 
built a second plant. The Indiahoma Refining Company 
laid a pipe line from Cushing to Okmulgee, and Cosden 
& Co. laid one to Tulsa. Later, the Ponca Refining 
Company started the construction of a pipe line to 
Ponca City and the National and Cudahy refineries at 
Coffeyville, Kan., have arranged to connect to the Milli- 
ken line at Vinita for their Cushing crude. Other refin- 
eries at a distance are shipping Cushing crude by tank 
cars, 

All this produced an unexpected turn at Neodesha. 
The Standard Oil Company suddenly discovered it could 
not handle mixed crude and compete with those inde- 
pendent refineries using exclusively high-grade Cushing 
crude, notwithstanding its new process. That was be- 
fore the common-carrier law. 

The management of the Standard refinery applied to 
the Prairie for Cushing oil, pure and unadulterated. 
The Prairie replied it could not handle Cushing oil ex- 
clusively. So the Standard stopped taking mixed oil 
from the Prairie and started transporting crude from 
Cushing by tank car, a whole train of cars arriving daily 
at Neodesha. This still continues. But under the 
common-carrier law, the Neodesha refinery is able, if it 
should so wish, to get Cushing crude exclusively through 
the Prairie lines as are also refineries in the far east. 

These new conditions have produced an entire change 
in refining operations the past year and a half. For in- 
stance, those refineries having also a lubricating plant 
in connection require both Cushing crude and crude 
from other districts, as the Cushing product is deficient 
when it comes to the manufacture of lubricating oils. 

It matters considerably what sort of product is de- 
sired where a refinery. is located in the Mid-Continent 
field. Healdton is essentially a fuel oil, but produces 
more gasoline than is generally supposed. Muskogee, 
Okmulgee and Ponca City crude is unrivalled in this 
region in the manufacture of lubricants and greases. 
Cushing is chiefly desirable for its gasoline and kerosene. 
Kansas crude makes the best road oil obtainable. Way- 
side crude is par excellent in the manufacture of tar 
filler in brick-road building. One refiner says he makes 
from Chautauqua County (Kan.) crude 13 per cent. 
gasoline and 26 per cent. kerosene, the remainder fuel 
oil; from Cushing crude he makes 26 per cent. gasoline, 
27 per cent. kerosene, the balance being fuel oil. Thus 
the Chelsea Refining Company, when moving to Cushing, 
also built a plant at Ardmore to make fuel oil. In this 
connection, it might be added the demand for fuel oil is 
increasing since the price of crude went down and the 
reliable supply increased. The chief essential in selling 
fuel oil is ability to fill orders promptly. This is the 
reason the larger refineries are able to get a better 
price than the smaller manufacturers. 

Now comes the report that Dr. Rittman at Washing- 


ton, D. C., has discovered a process by which the 
amount of gasoline from crude is increased 200 per 


Dr. Rittman proposes to give refiners the benefit 
So far, only laboratory experiments 
have been made. Refiners are anxious to see it put to 
practical use. Many refiners in this fleld have been 
experimenting along similar lines and have been able to 
convert 50 to 75 per cent. of crude into gasoline. They 
have been able to turn nearly all of their kerosene into 
gasoline. But these discoveries have been attended by 
difficulties when it came to putting the process into 
actual operation. One refiner found the pipes so filled 
with carbon they would have to be frequently replaced 
at a prohibitive expense. Another refiner spent $35,000 
experimenting and then didn’t have anything. Nearly 
every refiner in this field has had his experience, and he 
wants to see the Rittman discovery first put into actual 
commercial practice. While nearly every Western re- 
finer believes someone will accomplish the desired ob- 
ject, he is skeptical concerning the Rittman discovery. 
There is a pretty strong suspicion that Rittman's ideas 
are not original. Indeed, it is even alleged some of the 
experiments made by refiners are far in advance of any- 
thing so far suggested by Dr. Rittman. Yet, refiners are 
willing to reserve judgment and give Dr. Rittman every 
possible encouragement, with a hope he may prove the 
genius to turn the trick. They are more than interested 
in the experiments now in progress at Pittsburgh. Sev- 
eral refiners in this fleld stand ready, and have offered, 
to put in an experimental station in connection with 
their plants to test the practicability of his discovery. 
Mven the Standard Oil Company's system is most valu- 
able when the crude-oil market is high. A prominent 
refiner said yesterday: ‘I am making gasoline from 
Cushing crude 1 cent a gallon less than the Standard Oil 
Company is able to make gasoline by its motor-spirits 
process. They make motor spirits by a second run, 
using fuel oil instead of crude. I can take new Cushing 
crude and make gasoline for 1 cent a gallon less than it 
costs the Standard to make its motor spirits. But when 
crude gets back up to a dollar a barrel and gasoline 
again commands 13 cents a gallon: well, that will be an 
entirely different story.”’ 

There is not a refiner in the country, East or West, 
who is not intensely interested in every reported process 
which may make it possible for him to compete with 
the Standard when high prices are restored and when 
demand exceeds supply, if that time comes again. 
Nearly every refiner is experimenting; nearly all of 
them have found they can do all and more than Rittman 
claims; some are accomplishing better results than Dr. 
Rittman, and some without high pressure; but when 
they try to put the processes into practical operation on 
a big scale, they fall down. But they are convinced 
someone will solve the problem. The Standard’s process 
is not considered practical for small refiners. The next 
Rittman demonstration will be held in Pittsburgh about 
the middle of April. 

Without violating any confidence, it may be said one 


cent. 
of his discovery. 





refiner in this fleld thinks he has already discovered the 
right process. He finds he can convert 80 per cent. of 
kerosene into gasoline; the remaining 20 per cent. he 
uses as fuel to make the 80 per cent. He says he has 
proved to his own satisfaction the practicability of his 
process and is now about to put it into operation on a 
large scale at his refinery. Then his purpose is to build 
a plant at Cushing and another at Tulsa and solve a 
perplexing problem by taking the surplus kerosene from 
the refineries at these points and after treating it, re- 
turn it as gasoline, on a commission basis. If he has 
what he thinks he has, this is the most important para- 
graph in this extended article. 


The situation presents a paradox, almost a travesty, 
on good common-sense. It is admitted by everybody in 
the business there is a tremendous overproduction of 
petroleum products. The consumption of gasoline is so 
great that an enormous stock of kerosene has neces- 
sarily been created, for gasoline cannot be manufactured 
without making kerosene. The demand for kerosene has 
been decreasing and were it not for foreign shipments, 
the supply would be greater than it is. Fuel oil 
has also been a drug on the market, the price hav- 
ing slumped below 30 cents. In spite of the big de- 
mand for gasoline, which showed a wonderful impetus 
in 1914, the number of new refineries and the increased 
percentage of precipitation from crude have resulted in 
creating a supply far in advance of that demand. And 
yet we still find men frantically scheming to convert 
more crude into motor fuel; refiners are increasing their 
still capacity, and new plants are constantly coming into 
existence, four or five new refineries now being in course 
of construction. 

I asked a refiner today what the end would be and he 
replied: “Survival of the fittest; elimination of the 
weak;”’ and with much confidence he added: “And you 
can put it down in your record I am not going to be one 
of those who drop out of the running.” 

Incidentally, it might be added, that’s what they all 
think. The oil business is a wonderful game. But the 
time has come when we may pertinently ask, how much 
can it stand? 

The Market Makers. 


What is the market price for refined products is a 
question that has been disturbing everybody connected 
with the refining and marketing end of the business the 
past year. Most of the time of late it has been quite 
impossible to determine the market price for gasoline. 
It was up to 13 cents a gallon. Then it began to slip, 
and it has kept slipping. It is generally said the Stand- 
ard Oil Company is the only market-making force in the 
field. In a general sense, this is probably true. There 
was a time when the Standard did make the price beyond 
question, but this is not true today. During the past 5 or 
6 years independents have grown so rapidly and have 
become so strong they are a reckoning force in the 
market, especially in this Western field. It transpires 
there are men in the refining business, as in every other 
line, that no matter what the quoted price’ may be, their 
only way of securing trade is by cutting prices. Then 
there are others who feel they can better afford to sell 
at less than others than to build storage tanks and suf- 
fer losses entailed in holding highly gaseous products 
in storage awaiting a market. Then in a period of con- 
struction and overproduction, as has existed the past 
two years, there are always new concerns, possibly weak 
financially, which feel the only way they can create a 
clientele quickly and secure cash returns is to sell good 
goods at less than others are quoting. This new field 
has had to cope with all of these, and it has been a try- 
ing, time. 

Then there is the broker. He is looked upon as a 
market-disturbing influence. Of course, about the only 
way a broker can do any business is to bring the pur- 
chaser and the seller ‘‘together,"’ and in order -to do so 
price is a very essential factor. The customer insists on 
a low quotation, and the broker usually finds a hard- 
pressed refiner to fill his orders. And the news of a cut 
in refined oil travels faster than any other news I ever 
knew. It will out-run a social scandal every day in the 
week. Indeed, it is really pitiful to witness how eagerly 
some refiners who can ill afford it, fall over themselves 
to meet some alleged receding quotation. I think I am 
safe in saying more price-slashing has resulted from 
false reports and misunderstandings and from phantom 
vrice-cutters than any untoward actual condition. The 
broker, by the very nature of his business, has been 
compelled to take advantage of these, and the pity is he 
always finds some refiner to encourage him. 

Then there is the jobber. There are two classes of 
jobbers: (1) those who believe a higher market is bet- 
ter for them, and (2) those who think their best interests 
lie in a low market. But it is human nature for every 
man to insist upon buying at the lowest price, and the 
jobber is a human being. Someone has said: 

“Of whatever you are sure, be sure of this, 
“That you are horribly like other people.” 

And this applies to producer, refiner and jobber alike 
when it comes to a question of self-interest. The jobber 
and the refiner have been equally to blame for the pres- 
ent low prices. The jobber has bought at the lowest 
price he could demand, and refiners have striven against 
each other on prices to meet the insistent demands of 
iobbers, until the market has gone down and down and 
the margin of profit has disappeared. If the jobber has 
pressed the refiner, the insistent consumer has pressed 
the jobber, claiming lower quotations from some other 
marketer than he really had until the jobber was in- 
duced to meet the phantom market, only to turn for 
redress to the refiner. 

It is a regrettable fact that what the average refiner 
does not understand or cannot explain, he distrusts, and 
what he distrusts he generally shuns, and what is true 
of him is true also of others. The average refiner is 
prone to believe if he is not moving his goods his com- 
petitor is, and if he is, he necessarily-is cutting prices 
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to do so, and when he comes to this conclusion, there is 
the deuce to pay. There is more unrest in business be- 
cause of distrust than any actual untoward action. One 
who has studied petroleum conditions must be impressed 
with the fact that the chief cause of discord and busi- 
ness turmoil is the disinclination of business men to 
trust each other, their refusal to co-operate and their 
eagerness to secure trade even at a loss, not only in 
dollars and cents, but in friendship and personal regard. 


Just now there is a movement on foot to form a Coun- 
cil of American Petroleum Associations. It is not to be 
a new organization, but an executive committee com- 
posed of representatives from already existing organiza- 
tions. It is thus hoped to unify the action of producers, 
refiners and marketers, and instead of these branches 
working at cross-purposes, as has been too often the 
case in the past, to secure harmonious action in the 
future. This, it is believed, will prevent discordant and 
hurtful legislative procedure by different branches of the 
industry as in the past. 

Thus a better period is dawning. The refiners and the 
jobbers are striving to know each other better. The 
hatchet has been buried. A spirit of friendship is de- 
veloping. The jobbers are talking of the feasibility of a 


may never materialize, but that which caused their con- 
sideration is disappearing and the discussion of them is 
bringing about harmony and good will. Says one of the 
jobbers in his printed matter: 

“We believe our competitors, big and little, as 
earnest and sincere as we try to be. We want your 
business because you like us, our goods and our , 
prices,—not because we have caused you to think ill 
of the other fellow.”’ 

The refiners say: 

“We know the jobber is as good a fellow as we 
pretend to be. With him we are partners. Neither 
can prosper without the other. United we win, di- 
vided we lose.” 

And as the spirit of antagonism between these ele- 
ments of the business has disappeared, the antipathy 
toward the Standard is also disappearing, and it is a 
rare thing that anyone voices in a meeting of either of 
these two branches the old-time animosity. As the inde- 
pendent grows stronger, he grows broader and more 
tolerant. The one-time practices which made men un- 
popular in the oil business, are out of fashion and there 
is now more of a legitimate and manly competition. The 


The Western Petroleum Refiners’ Association main- 
tains an office in Kansas City, Mo., and employs a paid 
secretary whose business it is to preach a gospel of co- 
operation and good will. The Western Oil Jobbers’ 
Association has a similar office in Chicago,in charge of 
the capable W. Hugh Stark. The Independent Market- 
ers’ Association of the United States has an office in 
Cleveland, O., with Warren C. Platt as its efficient secre- 
tary. The National Petroleum Association, composed 
principally of Eastern refiners, maintains an office in 
Cleveland, O., with Judge C. D. Chamberlin as secre- 
tary and general counsel. All of these secretaries, ‘save 
Judge Chamberlin, are newspaper men, and they are 
putting forth strenuous efforts to secure a higher stand- 
ard of business ethics and trade principles in the oil 


‘business, and much in this direction is being accom- 


plished. The jobbers have just appointed a board to 
work out a “schedule’”’ of trade ethics. The refiners are 
working on a similar basis of business conduct. 

(To be continued.) 

EDITOR’S NOTE.—This is the first installment of 
articles relating to the refining industry of the Eastern 
and Mid-Continent fields, prepared by H. G. James and 
W. M. Dunham, well-known writers on oil-region topics. 





common purchasing center or clearing house, and the 


refiners are discussing a selling agency. 





These things 


Standard itself has undergone a marked change. 
mer things have passed away. 
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The second and third installments will appear in the 
issues of April 15 and 22. 
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CRICHTON PRODUCTION INCREASES. 





SHREVEPORT, La., April 5.—Two good 
completions in the Crichton district dur- 
ing the week added 3,600 bbls. to the ini- 
tial daily production of the field, the Gulf 
Refining Co.’s No. 5 Natalie making 1,600 
bbls. and the Commerce Oil & Gas Co.’s 
third well on the Weis making 2,000 bbls. 
The initial daily production of the three 
Weis wells has aggregated 8,400 bbls. and 
that of the Gulf Refining Co.’s three Nat- 
alie wells 4,800 bbls. Two 100-bbl. pump- 
ers were completed on the Palmer lease, 
along the east side of the river, one by 
the Standard Oil Co. and one by the Pro- 
ducers Oil Co. and Parker & Marston got 
a 25-bbl. pumper on the Sun-McCllelland 
lease. 

Recent compietions in the new field 
have raised the initial daily production 
until it exceeds that of the Caddo field by 
nearly 3,000 bbls. Last week’s average— 
21,998 bbls.—showed an increase of 702 
bbls. daily, over that of the previous 
week. 

Enormous royalties are being offered by 
the many newly-organized companies for 
leases close to the producing wells, while 
others are arranging to make tests miles 
distant from present production. Serious 
trouble is being experienced by operators 
in the Crichton district, owing to the cav- 
ing of the river banks in this locality. 
Several times the Louisiana Railway & 
Navigation Co., which runs directly 
through the new oil field, has been obliged 
to move its roadbed from the caving 
banks in this vicinity, and only the most 
strenuous efforts are preventing a recur- 
rence of the trouble at this time. The 
waters are rapidly approaching a number 
of wells drilled near the river banks and 
operators are anxious lest their holdings 
vanish over night. 

Caddo Parish operations are almost in 
a state of eclipse, but a number of inter- 
esting tests are being made in and near 
the city of Shreveport which may result 
in this acivity in this locality. The daily 
average production of the Caddo field for 
the Caddo field for the week was 19,217 
bbls., a decrease of 409 bbls. daily. Of 
this production, 15,461 bbls. was light oil 
and 3,756 bbls. heavy oil. 

Red River Parish. 

The number of completions in the 
Crichton district of Red River Parish last 
week almost equalled that of the previous 
week, but the total initial production was 
much smaller, as several of the wells were 
only small pumpers. Two good wells were 


;completed in the new territory opened by 
|the Commerce Oil & Gas Co. in Section 
| 18-13-10, No. 8 Weis flowing 1,600 bbls. 
|The Commerce Oil & Gas Co. has com- 
pleted three wells on its holdings, their 
initial production aggregating 10,400 bbls. 
Several wells were completed along the 
line of the river, on the east side. the 
Standard Oil Co. getting a 100-bbl. pump- 
er in No. 3 Palmer, the Producers Oil Co. 
a 100-bbl. pumper in No. 2 Palmer, and 
| Parker & Marston a 25-bbl. pumper in No. 
2 Sun-McClelland. Locations have been 
made for Nos. 14 and 15 Palmer by the 
Standard Oil Co. and for Nos. 9 and 10 
Palmer by the Producers Oil Co. Parker 
& Marston have made a location for a 
|}second well on the Sun-McClelland lease 
lin Section 24-13-11. The Pennok Oil Co. 
| has two wells drilling on the Palmer lease 
jand the Standard Oil Co. has five wells on 
the Palmer in which 6-inch casing has 
been set, three others drilling and one rig- 
ging up to drill. 

The Gulf Refining Co. has three wells 
| drilling on the McClelland lease and four 
|on the Natalie, in Sections 18 and 19-13- 
/10, and following the apparent trend of 
| development eastward, is drilling three on 
the Beck, Section 17-13-10, and has one 
rigging up to drill, and in Section 20-13-10 
has two drilling on the Butler-Marston 
{and has derricks built for Nos. 3 and 4. 
| The Producers Oil Co. has three wells 
| drilling on the Palmer and one rigging up 
|to drill, two drilling on the McClelland, 
jone on the Beck and four on the Teekel 
| with one rigging up to drill. Gas line has 
|/been laid across the.river, south, to the 
Brinkehoff lease in Section 19, thereby 
furnishing fuel for the Brinkehoff test 
which is now drilling ahead at 900 feet. 
A test is being made east of the town of 
Crichton, in Section 8-13-10, on the Du- 
pree lease, which is down 1,500 feet. 

The Commerce Oil & Gas Co. has solved 
its fuel problem by drilling a good gas 
well in No. 10 Weis, the well having a 
rock pressure of 360 pounds. Two wells 
are drilling on this lease and derricks 
built for three more. Six-inch casing has 
been set in William Edenborn’s No. fee 
and No. 3 fee is drilling at 300 feet. 

The Sure Shot Oil Co. is drilling ahead 
lat 1,600 feet in Sure Shot No 1, Section 
| 24-13-11, and in Section 20-13-10, south- 
east of the Weis development, the Rich- 
ardson Oil Co. has set 6-inch casing in 
No. 1 Hayne, the Lockdood Oil Co. has 
derrick built for No. 1 Hayne, the Cou- 
shatta Oil & Gas Co. is down 200 feet in 
No. 1 Butler-Marston, and the Federal 











League Oil Co. is rigging up to drill No. 1 
Butler-Marston. 

A little east of these wells, in Section 
iri, Orr et al. have derrick built for No. 1 
| Williams, and in Section 14-13-10, three 
miles east of present production, the Red 
River Valley Oil Co. has started drilling 
ja test well on the Armistead & Cowden 
lease. 

The Anticline Oil Co. is preparing to 
drill deeper in the Lawson well drilled 
near East Point, two and one-half miles 
north of Crichton, in Section 25-14-11, and 
are already down over 2,600 feet. 

Interest in the Abington district is 
chiefly centered in developments on the 
Atkins lease in Section 23-13-11. Two 
local companies are drilling on this lease, 
the Roughneck and the Operators oil com- 
panies, as well as the Producers and Kos- 
ter oil companies. The Roughneck Oil 
Co.’s second well on the Atkins is down 
1,000 feet. J. Koster is drilling at 300 feet 
in No. 1 Atkins and the Producers Oil Co. 
at 200 feet in No. 2 Atkins. Location has 
been made by the Producers Oil Co. for 
No. 1 Strohecker & Wilson, same section. 

The Gulf Refining Co. has set 6-inch 
casing in No. 3 Kennedy and has derrick 
built for No. 4 and is drilling Nos. 8 and 
9 Marston. The Producers Oil Co. has 
set 6-inch casing in No. 7 Ardis and is 
drilling No. 8 at 600 feet, and the Arkan- 
sas Natural Gas Co. has set liner and is 
going to make a test in the Taylor well 
in Section 27-13-11, a mile and one-half 
south of Abington. 

De Soto and Sabine. 

The completion of a chalk-rock well in 
De Soto Parish, two miles east of the 
Jenkins development, by the Producers 
Oil Co. has aroused considerable interest 
and the probability is that extensive drill- 
ing will be done eventually in the terri- 
tory lying southeast of the present main 
De Soto pool. This well—No. 16 Chris- 
tine—came in at 1,100 feet making 300 
bbls. The Standard Oil Co. got a 300-bbl. 
pumper in No. 20 Scales and No. 21 is 
pumping 25 bbls. Location has been made 
by the Gulf Refining Co. for Jenkins A-25, 
Section 35-13-12, just north o fthe Jen- 
kins pool, where Jenkins A-24 came in 
last week making 350 bbls., and drilling 
has been started on McCormick-Nabors 
C-2, Section 28-13-12, three miles north- 
west of the Jenkins lease. A test is being 
made in No. 3 Jones-Murphy, Section 25- 
13-12, north of the Scales lease, but it is 
not looking very good. The Producers 
Oil Co. is drilling Sample A-5, Section 22- 
13-12, and Saunders A-6, Section 8-12-12 
and Williams C-3, Section 32-13-1i, has 
been bailed dry and is drilling in. C. J. 
Wilson is down 2,300 feet in No. 4 Ner- 
vous and the Arkansas Natural Gas Co.’s 
No. 39 Guy, Section 2-11-13, is still closed 
down. 








At Sabine a deep test made by the Pro- 





ducers Oil Co. in Logan A-4, Section 17- 
10-12, is reported making 15 bbls. of oil, 
flowing at 3.150 feet. No. 1 Hamlin, Sec- 
tion 30-10-13, made a test at 3,200 feet, 
getting a showing of gas, but is drilling 
deeper at 3.300 feet. Benedum & Trees’ 
Bowman-Hicks No. 1, Section 4-9-12, is 
drilling at 2,200 feet, and the Standard Oil 
Co.'s No. 1 C. D. Harp, Section 35-10-12, 
is drilling at 2,500 feet. 


In Other Pools. 


Two very small wells were completed 
in the Oil City district during the week, 
the Caddo-Miller Oil & Development Co.’s 
No. 3 Mansfield pumping 6 bbls. and the 
Potter Oil Co.’s No. 3 Barnesdale making 
a 15-bbl. pumper. The Gulf Refining Co.’s 
Caddo Levee Board X-6, Section 8-20-15, 
is building standard rig to pump. 

The Gulf Refining Co. got salt water in 
No. 40 Ferry Lake, Section 15-20-16, and 
the well was abandoned in the 2,300-foot 
sand. Derrick has been built for No. 41 
Ferry Lake, same section. In the Mon- 
terey district the Producers Oil Co. is 
drilling No. 40 Harrell at 2,200 feet and 
location has been made for No. 39 Levee 
Board in Section 22-21-16. The Gulf Re- 
fining Co. is drilling Levee Board A-14 at 
2,100 feet. In the Hart’s Ferry district 
the Standard Oil Co. is arranging to pump 
No. 143 Stiles and is drilling Nos. 144 
and 145. 


The Keystone Oil Co. has installed 
band-wheel pumping power on its Lewis 
wells and it is believed that the method 
will prove satisfactory in these shallow 
wells. The Standard Oil Co. tried it in 
deep wells with indifferent success. The 
De Soto Oil & Development Co.’s No. 1 
Herndon is standing idle at 1,050 feet and 
the Louisiana Oil & Development Co. has 
drilled a few feet deeper in No. 1 Mc- 
Lendon and is arranging to pump. At 
Hosston, Shalcross et al. are drilling No. 2 
Bailey at 1,000 feet. 

A test is being drilled by the Missouri- 
Kansas Oil Co. on the Anderson property, 
near the Shreveport Fair Grounds, which 
is down 1,850 feet. The Gulf Refining 
Co.’s No. 1 Youree, Section 17-17-13, a 
mile and one-half south of Gladstone 
Park, is rigging up to drill. 

Drilling on the Robinson well in Section 
30-15-11, near Caspiana, and 22 miles 
south of Shreveport, by the Gulf Refining 
Co., is progressing rapidly and great 
hopes are being built on the possibility of 
developing a field in this vicinity. 

There is very little drilling in progress 
on the Texas side of the line, in the Caddo 
field, but a company recently organized 
is planning extensive operations in the 
near future. I. R. Oeland, former presi- 
dent of the Knickerbocker Oil Co., is now 
president of the Palmetto Oil Co., which 
has extensive holdings in Oklahoma, 
Caddo and Texas fields, and is getting 
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ready to Start drilling on the Maybene- 
Stiles lease in Marion County. The Rog- 
ers Oil & Gas Co. made a test in No. 4 
Potter in the 2,300-foot sand and got a 
little showing of oil, but is drilling deeper. 
The Manhattan Oil Co. is testing No. 1 
Benefield in the 2,300-foot sand. ; 
Field Notes. 

Notwithstanding the earnest protests of 
Shreveport’s commissioners and citizens, 
Governor Hall leased to J. M. McInerney 
6,500 acres of land in Cross Lake, Caddo 
Parish, for oil-drilling purposes. The city 
of Shreveport had recently purchased the 
bed of the lake to be used as a reservoir 
for the water supply of the city, and the 
contention is that drilling of oil in this 
vicinity will render the property of no 
value for this purpose, after an expendi- 
ture of approximately $15,000. Disrea- 
garding the protest, bids were advertised 
for and opened at the State capitol on 
the 3list day of March. Mr. McInerney’s 
bid was accepted and, according to the 
terms of the contract, drilling will he 
started within the next 30 days. 

Valuable leasing properties have just 
been opened to the public by a call issued 
by Governor Hall for bids for oil, gas and 
mineral rights in and to all lands, forming 
what is known as Red River and Loggy 
Bayou, in Red River Parish. These 
streams run directly through the heart of 
the newly-discovered oil field in the 
Crichton district and leases will be eag- 
erly sought for. 

Strenuous efforts are being made by 
O. A. Wright, manager of the Potter- 
Palmer interests in this locality, to pre- 
vent disorderly elements from entering 
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the town of Crichton and to establish a 





rule of order and morality, not generally 
found in new oil-field towns. To this end- 
a clause was inserted in all deeds for lots 
sold stipulating that no undesirable es- 
tablishments of any kind were to be op- 
erated on the property. Writ of injunc- 
tion has been obtained by Mr. Wright 
against various parties said to have vio- 
lated such contracts, and suit will be in- 
stituted to nullify titles. 

The number of small companies organ- 
ized for operation in the new Red River 
oil field continues to increase and new 
charters appear almost daily in the local 
papers. Among the newest are the Globe 
Oil & Gas Co., capitalized at $35,000, with 
officers as follows: President, H. H. Bain; 
vice president, Dave Mendelsohn; secre- 
tary, L. M. Moffitt, and treasurer, J. T. 
Tanner. : 

The Fair Oil Co. is capitalized ai $50,- 
000, with the following officers: Presi- 
dent, A. L. Sneed, Hot Springs, Ark.; 
vice president, Oscar Shanks, Alexandria, 
La.; secretary and treasurer, S. P. Schen- 
berger, Houston, Tex. 

The Drummers Oil Co. is capitalized at 
$25,000, with officers as follows: Presi- 
dent, J. M. Ponder, Denton, Tex.; vice} 
president, C. H. Curtis; secretary-treas- 
urer, R. E. Murphy. 

The Royal Petroleum Co. is the name} 
of a new company organized at Alexan- 
dria, La., for the purpose of drilling in| 
the Crichton field and capitalized at $50,- | 
000, with the following officers: Presi- | 
dent, W. W. Whittington; vice president, | 
T. R. Hincy; secretary-treasurer, W. D. 
Hill. | 











PENNA. AND WEST VIRGINIA 


By D. S. WAKENIGHT. 








ANOTHER MARKET REDUCTION. 





PITTSBURGH, Pa., April 5.—Just at 
the close of the week, development work 
in the Eastern fields showed a slight im- 
provement over the early part. The real 
feature also came at the close of the week 
when the Seep Purchasing Agency of the 
South Penn Oil Co. posted new quotations 
for all grades of crude produced in the 
Eastern fields. Following close upon the 
heels of two reductions in the refined 
market during the early part of the week, 
the reduction of the crude market was 
not, strictly speaking, in the nature of a 
surprise. The result of the last, and pre- 
ceding cuts, will have a tendency to fur- 
ther discourage development work in the 
Eastern fields. The present lethargy is 
more pronounced than at any time in a 
number of years and the weakness of the 
market will discourage operations in even 
the old fields. There are very few dis- 
tricts in any section of the East that can 
present anything better than light wells. 


The new quotation posted give crude of 
the Pennsylvania grade a cut of 5 cents, 
reducing the quotation from $1.40 to $1.35. 
The reduction in other grades was as fol- 
lows: Mercer black and New Castle, 3 
cents; Corning and Ragland, 2 cents, and 
Somerset, 3 cents. The last time Penn- 
sylvania craide was at the present quota- 
tion was on April 8, 1910. A year ago, be- 
fore the slump came, the price quoted was 
$2.50 a barrel. The loss of $1.15 a barrel 
means a great deal to the Eastern pro- 
ducer who .owns light wells and has no 
way of increasing his production. 

The only development that furnishes 
any speculation as to what it will reach 
in the future is the Berea-grit develop- 
ment in Cabin Creek district, Kanawha 
County. The initial well is still produc- 
ing better than 100 bbls. a day and is 
located in the center of a large tract 
leased to the Columbus Producing Co. 
There are three wells drilling in the im- 
mediate vicinity of the producer and it 
will be late in the summer before develop- 
ment work will be advanced in any direc- 
tion far enough to show if those holding 
leases outside of the Columbus company’s 
holdings are within the producing limits 
of the pool. The formations encountered 
in this district are very close and hard 
and it will be a week or two before any 
of the wells now drilling reach the depth 
at which they should find production. 
Should this development prove a failure, 
it will be a great disappointment. There 
is no other at this time that is the least 
interesting. 

With the exception of the Weir-sand 
pool on Blue Creek, in Elk district, there 
is no section that is supplying better than 
light producers. The producing area _of 
this pool has been practically defined and 
even the late completions do not compare 
favorably with the wells found during the 








early days of development work. In the | 
old Blue Creek field, drilling down old | 
wells from the Squaw to the Weir sand is | 
still a feature. The wells drilled down} 
show an average increase of about 5 bbls. | 
in production. 
Wildcatting at a Standstill. 
Wildcatters have, for the time being, 
almost abandoned the search for new} 
pools In the lower counties a few of the! 
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larger companies are starting some ex- 





perimental work. The object for drilling 








at this time is to determine whether or'| 
not to continue paying rental or sur- 
render the leases. There are probably a 
dozen wells of this kind starting and 
drilling. In a. few of the old districts 
there is a little effort making to find ex- | 
tensions to the old fields, but the most} 
of the work is confined to defined terri- 
tory. Nearly all of the work in Harrison 
County is in old territory and the same is 
true of Marion, Monongalia and Lewis 
counties. In these counties the oil is 
found generally in the deep sands and 
such wells as they supply do not at this 
time warrant the investment. 

In Wetzel County as well as Doddridge 
there is some experimental work starting. 
Both counties have considerable territory 
that has not been fully tested. In the 
shallow-sand districts there is some new 
work, with Ritchie County the most ac- 
tive. Wirt County has very little new 
work. In Burning Springs district the 
Walnut Creek Oil Co. is starting a little 
on the Sayer farm, located on Rock Run. 
All of the work in Wood and Pleasants 
counties is located in old territory. , All 
efforts to extend the producing limits of 
the Berea-grit pool at Beech Bottom, Buf- 
falo district, Brooke County, has failed. 
During the week a test located a mile 
east of production was completed and 
proved a duster, making the fourth com- 
pleted during the past month. Operations 
in Roane County have grown very quiet 
and there is nothing to warrant the belief 
that they will be revived. Lincoln Coun- 
ty is holding steady and has some experi- 
mental work The average size of the 
late completions, however, has been very 
small. In Clay, Wayne and Logan coun- 
ties there is practically no new work. All 
three are fair future prospects when mar- 
ket conditions are more favorable. 

Field Developments, 


The Weir-sand development was all 
there was to the Eastern fields at the 
close of the week. On Blue Creek, Elk 
district, Kanawha County, the Ohio Fuel 
Oil Co. has completed No. 5 on the Wil- 
liam Young heirs’ farm and the well pro- 
duced 40 bbls. the first three hours. It 





will be good for 100 or more barrels a day. 
In the same district the same company is 
drilling two important tests and both will 
be due to get the sand this week. The 
Ohio Fuel Oil Co. is doing the most of the 
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same company shot No. 8 on the Edward | well produced 140 bbls. the first 24 hours} two branches, one extending to the north- | District. Bbls. 
Gebhart farm and increased its produc-|after it was shot. The location is in the|east from the headwaters of Cow Creek + empeg ibe Pte eee eens eee e eee ees eraee 

Coote eres eeeeseeoeessesesesese . 4a 


tion from 8 to 32 bbls. a day. | southeast quarter of Section 24 and 1,600 
In Lincoln district, Marion County, the| feet east of the test on the Angeline Bay 
South Penn Oil Co. has completed No. 3|;farm. The same company’s No. 2 on the 
on the S. L. Myers farm and the first 24| Andrew and Ida A. Reinscheld farm is 
hours after the well was drilled through| producing 75 bbls. a day since it was 
the Big Injun sand, produced 50 bbls.|shot. The Union Furnace Oil Co.’s No. 5 
natural. On Big Run, Mannington dis-|is still holding up at 70 bbls. a day. In 
trict, Marion County, Cochran & Funk|the southwest extension of the old Gore 
have drilled their No. 3 on the Rebecca | field, in Falls Gore Township, the Preston 
Glover farm into the top of the Thirty- | Oil Co. is building the rig for No. 6 on 
Foot sand and when last heard from had | ‘the Eliza J. Price farm. 
not reached the pay. ‘ Shallow ‘Tevwrendy. 
pain, the game district, Freming & Co.) in the Cow Run district, Lawrence 
f é Tow nship, W: naiiuseats County, the J. B. 
or a second test on the S. Shea farm, | 
at hewn darted th ae Ss Car.| Braden Oil Co. has drilled its test on 
|their lease No. 2 on the Huntsman farm 


negie Natural Gas Co.’s test on the B. F. 
: < : : through the Squaw sand and has a 
Lewis farm is a light gasser in the Fourth | sister. This Station ie Sab hall< eniis 


sand. In Clay district, Monongalia Coun- sipitiakt of Siete No 4oioe: thie: Are 


ty, J. H. McDermott is due in the sand jlease. In the same district John Hall & 


at a test on the H. A. Hosking farm. . 
| Co. have started to drill a test on the 
Ss 
In the Salt-sand development in Spence | Gi ristian Morningstar far 


district, Roane County, there is a little 
new work starting. On Millers Run, Goff | The Reas Run district, sine in Inde- 
& Heck are rigging up ‘at a test on the! |}pendence Township, Washington County, 
Sidney Wine farm. On Little Creek, same | |has presented another of its occasional 
district, the Roane Development Co. is| fair producers. In this district the Walter 
building the rig for a test on the L. S. | Brown heirs have drilled their No. 4 on 
Goff farm. On Spring Creek the Carter|their own farm through the Maxon sand 
Oil Co. has the rig completed for a test|and have a 25-bbl. producer. In the same 
on the C. W. West farm. locality the Reno Oil Co. is drilling No. 7 
On Reedy Creek, Curtis district, God-|0on the L. H. Wells farm. 
frey L. Cabot is drilling at 700 feet on In the southwest quarter of Section 12, 
the Margaret J. Crislip farm. On Indian|Rome Township, Athens County, the 
Creek and Beech Lick Run, in New Mil-| Citizens National Bank of Marietta has 
ton and Greenbrier district, Doddridge|drilled a second test on the W. T. Nice 
County, the Hope Natural Gas Co. is|farm through the Cow Run sand and has 
drilling tests on the D. H. Nicholson,|a very light pumper. In the Woodsfield 
M. L. Swisher, James McClain and Ed-|district in Sumit Township, Monroe 
gar Davidson farms. On Walnut Creek, |County, E. Cunningham & Co. are due in 
Freemans Creek district, Lewis County,|the sand at a second test on the John 
the same company is due in the Big In-| Denbow farm. 
jun sand at a test on the S. P. Legett| The Valley Oil & Gas Co.’s No. 3 on 
farm. the Ivory heirs’ farm, 
In the deep-sand territory in Southeast-'!Run, in the Bellevue district, Allengheny 
ern Ohio some very creditable producers| County, is the only local attraction. They 
have been completed recently. In the | are still swabbing the well and getting 
Union Furnace district, Starr Township, | about 25 bbls. a day. The tank has been 
Hocking County, the Preston Oil Co., the | completed and they will put the well to 
oil-producing end of the Union Natural} | pumping this week. From 25 to 35 bbls. 
Gas Co., has drilled in a test on the W il- | is 2 liberal estimate as to what it will be 
lard E. and Mary E. Shaw farm and the good for when completed. 











OHIO, KENTUCKY AND ILLINOIS 


By “WHIT.” 











GOOD WELL IN KENTUCKY. ; Wayne County section. In the Cooper 
| district, E. G. 


Hogue and others’ well on 
ae |the J. Harve Duncan farm pumped but 


TOLEDO, O., April 5.—Just about so/}3 bbls. 
often the Kentucky field springs a sur- | Quite a number of years ago there was 
prise on oil men that sets to thinking|a small oil pool found near Irvine, in Es- 
that the State will yet be among the good |till County, but after producing a few 
oi. producing localities of the country.|years the wells failed to show anything 
The latest well cf note was drilled by the|further and were abandoned. At that 


Wood Oil Co., one of the largest produc-;time the Cumberland Pipe Line Co. had 
ing concerns in Kentucky, and is located | a line to the field and as soon as the wells 
in the Steubenville field, in the Sinking | stopped producing the line was taken up. 
Creek district, Wayne County. It is No. | Now there is some prospect of the open- 
14 on the Jorn Barnett farm and is in the ing of another shallow-sand field in the 
shallow-sand territory and shows a pro-|county and several miles from _ Irvine, 
duction of 150 bbls. a day. This well is|along Cow Creek and its tributaries, but 
located in the best staying territory in | now the pipe line is gone and there is no 
the field and is expected to hold close to| way to handle the product unless a line is 
100 bbls. when a month old, which is con- | laid to the railroad and the oil shipped by 
sidered good staying qualities for any | tank cars. The oil found in the new pool 
field. No. 13 on this farm, drilled during|is of from 33 to 35 gravity and green in 
February, produced 100 bbls., and these|color. The new pool is located along the 
two are the best of the year in the old! Slick Fork of Cow Creek. Slick Fork has 








|to connect it with the Cumberland com- 
located on Jacks} 


and the other to the northwest. Along | 





; SNARE oobi ea Coe a ed cake 1,692.87 
the northeast branch, A. R. Dulin, a well- | steubenville 1,831.32 
known oil operator and contractor has/|Cannel City 469.66 
secured a block of 4,000 acres and organ- oor Sis Sra isaes 
ized the Maple Oil Co., and may do some manne ; Cc resk : hey 
extensive work in the new pool the com-| Ragland ..... Pee. 427.64 
ing summer. On the northwest branch, | Parmleyviile - 513.25 
J. T. Hillis & Bros. have secured a large | Total 8523.60 
block of territory and expect to do some] faily average 21.22 U2irise 


additional drilling the coming season. in Other Fields. 


The Maple Oil Co. has so far drilled; ‘There is nothing to attract attention in 
four wells upon its holdings. Nos. 1, 2!the Central West fields of Central and 
and 3 are estimated as good for from 5 to| Northwestern Ohio, Indiana and Illinois 
15 bbls. each, while No. 4, the farthest to| a+ this time, and it looks as though very 
the north, is estimated as good for better |jittle work would be accomplished during 
than 2 bbls. an hour. Nos. 1, 3 and 4 are|/the year unless something turns up to 
located on the north side of Slick Fork, cause some excitement. 

while No. 2 is on the south side. Along| aq roads still remain in Illinois and 
the south side of the stream there is a| not much new work is being started. The 
250-bbl. tank to receive the oil as soon as/¢¢. Francisville field in Dennison Town- 
a power plant is put in and the wells con- ship, Lawrence County, has been getting 
nected for pumping. The owners expect|its bumps for a few weeks and does not 
to install a pumping power at once and|show the activity that it did, although 
drill two or three additional wells to level) come very creditable wells are being com- 
up the power plant by having wells on all) nieted from time to time. The northern 
sides. The oil is found at a depth varying section of Petty Township, same county, 
from 250 to 350 feet and the work is done| where Griggs, Morland and others, as well 
with drilling machines. Mr. Dulin, who/a, the Snowden Bros. and others, are do- 


is at the head of the Maple Oil Co., is|ing some operating, looks to be the best 
well known in the Indiana and Illinois now in sight in the State. 


fields, having operated in both for a num- The old Lima fields of Northwestern 
ber of years. For ten years he contracted | Onio and Eastern Indiana are very quiet 
drilling for the South Penn Oil Co. and iS|and few completions are being made in 
well known in the West Virginia and) cither part of the field, especially in the 
ee ee fields. This gogg tds | pc Indiana end. A few wells are being found 
as the illis property, is locate velin the Ohio part, bu 

miles north of the old pumping station of hardly i ied ar toe oan 
the Cumberland Pipe Line Co., along the | Central Ohio field is still a gas proposi- 
Louisville & Nashville Railroad, a short)tion, as very little oil is being found and 
distance east from Irvine. To handle! spout the limit of the work outside of the 
the oil from the new field by pipe line it|Cjeyeland territory will be done by the 
would require a total of 30 miles of line large gas companies that will test blocks 
of territory held in reserve. Rentals have 
been paid on these blocks for a number of 
years and now they will be tested. 

In the Trenton Rock portion of the In- 
diana field there is little doing of conse- 
All the wells are on the west side of the} quence, as the work is almost confined to 
fork and No. 1 is the farthest northwest, the western section of the State. In Tur- 
and between that and the headwater of|man Township, Sullivan County, the Ohio 
Cow Creek are the other four wells. No. | Oil Co. drilled a test on the A. V. Brokaw 
5, which-is close to the junction of Cow) farm, in the southeast quarter of Section 
Creek and Slick Fork, is estimated as/|36, and failed to find a pay, while its No. 
good for 4 bbls. a day. No. 6 has been |2 on the northwest corner of the J. F. 
located on the lease just east of Cow)! | Woodard No. 2 farm, Section 3, pumped 
Creek and south some distance from the | 8 bbls. 
intersection of the creek and Slick Fork, In Riley Township, Vigo County, the 
toward the railroad. | prospects are not very good for work, as 

The Irvine district is attracting some|the last two completions were dusters. 
attention at this time and when tne | B. ste =e a. the ue vs 
weather permits there may be quite a/inney farm, section was ary a 
little new work started outside of the| feet and No. 3 was barren at 1,656 feet. 
two companies mentioned, as the Wood | In the Lima field in Lake Township, 
Oil Co. has secured a large block of terri- | Wood County, the Burch Oil Co.’s No. 3 
tory and already shipped machinery into | on the Fred Boltz farm, Section 26, 
the field for development work. This com-| Pumped 5 bbls., and the Hook & Eye Oil 
pany will find the oil if it exists, as they | |Co.’s second test on the northeast corner 
do not do things by halves where they go.|0f the Christ Boyson farm, Section 27, 
The territory already tested and known to|Pumped 20 bbls. In Bloom Township, 
be productive covers an area of about|O. A. Browning and others’ No. 12 on the 
3,000 feet long by 1,500 feet in width and|northeast corner of the John Loe farm, 
no work has been done outside the limit.|Section 5, was dry at a depth of 1,345 
No. 4 of the Maple Oil Co. is located the | |feet. In Liberty Township the Ohio Oil 
farthest north and makes the best show-|Co.’s No. 6 on the H. C. Killian farm, 
ing of any well yet drilled in the pool, and| Section 12, and near Marmill, pumped 18 
better producers may be found in that|bbls. In Montgomery Township the Para- 
direction. The Campton field in Wolfe|gon Refining Co.’s test on the northeast 
County may have a little new work, as|corner of the Charles Baker farm, Section 
will the field in Bath-Rowan County. | 35, Pumped 2 bbls. 

* In Eagle Township, Hancock County, 

The runs from the wells of the various | 


Schwiscraft and others’ second well on 
Kentucky districts for the week were as|the Jefferson Fish farm, Section 8, 
follows: 





pany’s system. 

J. T. Hillis & Bros. have five wells 
drilled on their holdings along the left- 
hand branch of Slick Fork of Cow Creek. 





pumped 5 bbls. 
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In Casey- Township, Clark County, in 
the shallow fields of Illinois, George H. 
Stahr and others’ No. 9 on the Lethia 
Elliott farm, Section 4, pumped 36 bbls. 
from the second pay sand at 423 feet. In 
Parker Township, same county, Parker 
Bros. and others’ No. 8 on the Ada Brisco 
farm, Section 30, pumped 12 bbls. in the 
shallow sand at 320 feet. In Martin Town- 
ship, Crawford County, the Ohio Oil Co.’s 


No. 15 on the southeast corner of the 
J. C. Martin farm, Section 22, pumped 
10 bbls. 

The only well in the deep-sand section 
of the State was Griggs, Merland and 
others’ second test on the Sarah J. Jen- 
nings farm, Section 2, Petty Township, 
Lawrence County. The well produced 270 
bbls. from the Kirkwood sand at 1,620 
feet. 




















NEWS OF CANADIAN FIELDS 


By. WILLIAM E. PARK. 











ANOTHER OIL SHOWING. 





CHATHAM, Ont., April 3.—Another 
promising show of oil in the Calgary dis- 
trict is reported from the Western Pa- 
cific well on Section 31-19-2. This well is 
in the same district as the Dingman No. 
1 and the Alberta Petroleum Consolidated 
No. 2, being about two miles south and a 
mile east of the Dingman. The oil show- 
ing was encountered at 2,160 feet depth. 
Unlike the Alberta Petroleum Consolidat- 
ed well, the Western Pacific oil show was 
preceded by a heavy flow of ‘‘wet’” gas 
with the characteristic gasoline smell, 
which was struck 50 feet higher than the 
oil formation. In a few hours the oil rose 
to a height of over 400 feet in the hole, 
and was still rising at last reports. The 
well is finished with 10-inch casing down 
to 2,150 feet. Drilling has been going on 
since June, with D. W. Hughes and M. L. 
Richards in charge. 

The oil is similar to that in the Alberta 
Petroleum well, testing about 45 Baume. 
About a dozen barrels were bailed in a 
few hours after the strike. A gate valve 
and a cap have been secured and the hole 
will be deepened for fuller development. 
Geographically, the Western Pacific well 
represents the apex of an equilateral tri- 
angle of which the line between the Al- 
berta Petroleum Consolidated and the 
Dingman No. 1 wells, two miles to the 
north, form the base. In the Consolidated 
well, however, the oil show was reache 
at 2,774 feet, and in the Dingman at 2,718 
feet; in the Western Pacific the formation 
is considerably higher—2,160 feet. This 
would indicate if the oil is from the same 
formation that there is a decided dip in 
the intervening two miles, which might 
render large oil reservoirs improbable. 
The commercial value of the discovery 
remains to be proved by deeper drilling or 
steady pumping; it looks, however, to be 
as good as the Alberta Petroleum Con- 
solidated well brought in a few weeks 
ago. 

In the Consolidated well, Section 1-20-3, 
a 700-pound cap with 8-inch gate valve 
has been installed and drilling resumed. 
Before being bailed out the oil rose over 
1,800 feet in the 2,772-foot hole. When 
work was stopped the drill had penetrated 
only two feet into the oil-bearing forma- 
tion. Field Superintendent Stephenson 
claims that Dakota sands here are ap- 
proximately 800 feet thick, though possi- 
bly in layers with non-producing forma- 
tions intervening. No further work will 
be done on No. 1 well of the Alberta Pe- 
troleum Consolidated until No. 2 is fully 
developed. 

The Northwestern Pacific, drilling on 
Section 24-20-3, in the same district, is 
reported down 2,275 feet with a little wet 
gas and several oil seepages, conditions 
being similar to thoSe encountered in the 
A. P. Consolidated No. 2. The well has 


10-inch casing down to 2,220 feet. At 
Dingman No. 2, Section 7-20-2, under- 
reaming, when almost finished, was de- 
layed by the breaking of a tool; drilling 
will be resumed in a few days, it is ex- 
pected. In the same district the Prudea- 
tial Oil Co., whose outfit was burned 
down a few weeks ago, has men at work 
on a new derrick. President Graham ex- 
pects to be drilling again before the mid- 
le of April. 
Must Show Production. 

That outside financiers were interested 
in Calgary oil possibilities, but refuse to 
recognize the field as an investment till 
there is actual production on an estab- 
lished basis, was the report brought back 
by Managing Director A. W. Dingman, of 
the Calgary Petroleum Products, who re- 
cently returned from a trip to financial 
centers in Eastern Canada and the United 
States. As a matter of fact, none of the 
wells in this district have yet been put 
on a steady pumping basis, though official 
figures show that the spasmodic ‘‘gush- 
ing’’ of the Dingman No. 1 accounted for 
367 bbls. of oil between May and Decem- 
ber, 1914. 

To constitute a proven field, a_ suffi- 
ciency of tests have to be finished; the 
wells finished must produce on a basis 
that will show the necessary deep drilling 
to be commercially justified; and, after 
that, the oil reservoirs must stand the 
strain of steady production for a consid- 
erable period. So far, a lot of deep drill- 
ing has produced three or four wells 
which may develop into pumpers, possi- 
bly on a basis too small to make their 
operation remunerative. It must also be 
borne in mind that while oil shows or 
seepages have been numerous, geological 
conditions in the foothills of Southern 
Alberta are recognized by most experts 
as not the most favorable for the reten- 
tion of the oil reservoirs that unquestion- 
ably existed there in some remote geo- 
logical epoch. 

Graham Isiand Test. 

The wildcat being drilled by the British 
Columbia Oil Fields, Ltd., on the west 
coast of Graham Island, B. C., is reported 
down over 1,400 feet. Driller Frank Egan 
states that the hole is a perfect one and 
the formations are very encouraging. The 
work has been delayed to some extent by 
the difficulty of communication’ with the 
main land, it being very hazardous at 
some seasons to bring in supplies. 

The Queen Charlotte Petroleum Co. of 
Prince Rupert, B. C., is preparing to 
make another test in the same field. Man- 
ager Edward Brown recently conferred 
with F. C. Wright, who had charge of 
coal-boring operations for the Metropoli- 
tan Trust Co, of New York in the Yakoun 
River district, in regard to the formations 
on Graham Island; and it is probable that 
the initial test by this company will be 
made by diamond drill. 








TWO MORE OSAGE BIDS. 





WASHINGTON, D. C., April 5.—When 
the hearing before Commissioner Cato 
Sells was held in this city, two weeks 
ago, to give an opportunity for outside 
parties to bid upon leases and subleases 
now held under the Foster lease in the 
Osage Reservation, no definite offers were 
made. Representatives of the Foster 
lease and of the sublessees went home 
with the impression that there would be 
no competition unless the Department of 
the Interior should decide to provide for 
sealed bids. Only one person appeared 
who indicated a desire for such sealed 
bids, and it seemed unlikely that such a 
course would be pursued. 

However, since that hearing was ad- 
journed, Commissioner Sells has received 
from two parties propositions to léase 
territory now held under the Foster lease. 
The names of these prospective bidders 
have not been made public .by Mr. Sells 
up to this time. It is stated, however, 
that one of them is known to represent 
large interests and -to be backed by re- 
sponsible men of ample resources. Just 





what the terms of this bid are has not 
been made known, but it is understood 
that they are such as might be favorable 
to the Indians compared with the royalties 
that are now received under the Foster 
lease. 


Another bid received by the Commis- 
sioner is from persons who are not well 
known, and inquiry is being made to es- 
tablish just what might be their resources 
and responsibility. 

This may be a surprise to the present 
holders of the Foster lease and the sub- 
leases, as they left this city feeling as- 
sured that there would be renewals of 
some kind to them. The Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs, however, distinctly stated 
that the entire matter was still open, so 
that his hands were in no way tied to 
any policy in respect to the continuation 
of these leases. “ 

The Secretary of the Interior will be in 
this city in a day or two and he will be 
in conference with Commissioner Sells on 
these matters. Just what the outcome 
may be is not known nor will it be known 
probably for some days if not some weeks. 

Cc. BK. 
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In addition to Heavy Steel Pipe Drilling Derricks and Bull Wheels, we build all 
kinds of Pumping and Cleaning Out Derricks. See outline cuts above. 


Manufactured by 


Lee C. Moore & Co. inc. 


PITTSBURGH, PA. 


W. M. Cappe, Tulsa, Okla., M Mid-Continent Field. 























LEIDECKER TOOL COMPANY 


Main Office and Works, MARIETTA, OHIO, U.S. A. 
Oklahoma Branch, BARTLESVILLE, OKLA. 


Steel Frame Drilling Machines 
Drilling and Fishing Tools of all Descriptions 
Leidecker Patent Chain Boiler Mountings 
In addition to a large stock of Drilling Tools we carry a very complete 
line of Fishing Tools for sale and rental at our Bartlesville, Oklahoma, 
Branch. Casing Bowls, Spears, Sockets, Rings and Wedges, Casing Hle- 
vators, Manila and Wire Rope Knives, Casing Cutters—everything in the 
line of Drilling and Fishing Tools. 
Prompt Service—High Quality— Reasonable Prices 
Send us specifications covering your requirements 
Special prices on carload lots 


UNDER REAMERS FOR SALE AND RENT 
We manufacture both the Leidecker and the Swan Patent Under Reamer 
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BEST PIPE JOINTS MADE 


HOPE ENGINEERING & SUPPLY CO. 
. es CONSTRUCTING ENGINEERS 
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METHODS OF DEEP DRILLING. 


(M. E. Lombardi, in February number of 
Bulletin of American Institute of Min- 
ing Engineers.) 

The Coalinga oil field is located on the 
west side of the San Joaquin Valley, Cali- 
fornia. The structure: is in general a 
monocline, the edges of the oil horizon 
resting on the foothills and dipping gently 
toward the east. One prominent anticline 
occurs plunging southeast. The earlier 
drilling was done in the foothills compar- 
atively near the outcrop and the wells 
were shaliow. The sands were followed 
eastward and, in the case of the anticline, 
along the plunge, the wells becoming 
deeper and deeper until the depth of 4,000 
feet was reached and passed. There is 
nothing to shew that the oil will not be 
found in quantity at still greater depth. 
In fact, some of the best producers have 
tapped the sand at close to 4,000 feet. 
The recovery of oil still farther to the 
east, and therefore at greater depth, 
seems to be mainly a question of drilling. 

In this territory the formations drilled 
through are chiefly sands and shales; they 
will not “stand up” in an open drilling 
hole; the casing has to be carried close to 
the bit, and it is always difficult to keep 
the casing free for any considerable dis- 
tance. 

Ability to carry casing of comparatively 
large diameter without conductor pipes 
for distances of 2,000 or 3,000 feet or over 
is desirable in such territory chiefly for 
two reasons. It makes it possible to en- 
ter the oil sand with a pipe of ample 
diameter; it eliminates one or more ex- 
pensive strings of casing which act only 
as conductors for the water string, and 
furthermore, in territory where waters 
are encountered which corrode steel rap- 
idly, it makes possible the construction of 
a rust- and alkali-resisting water string. 

It is always desirable to shut off top 
waters, which may lie within 100 feet or 
less of the oil sand, with 10-inch pipe. 
Where the depth is so great that a prac- 
tical weight of 10-inch pipe will not with- 
stand the probable collapsing pressures, 
84-inch at ieast is desirable. 

About the limit of rotary drilling to date 
in California seems to be the setting of 
the 10-inch string at 3,200 feet, although 
the rapid advance in rotary work during 
the past year seems to indicate that this 
depth may soon be increased. It is my 
purpose now, however, to treat only of 
cable-tool drilling. 


The problem is to reach a depth of 4,000 
feet or more with a string of pipe not less 
than 8% inches in diameter for shutting 
off top water, and to reach it with this 
string free and movable and using in the 
upper part of the hole the minimum of 
conductor casings. 

In the Coalinga field some very promis- 
ing results have been obtained by a 
method, or combination of methods, ef- 
fected by William Keck. In one well a 
15%-inch string was set at 2,300 feet and 
a 12%-inch string through this at 3,003 
feet, these being the only strings used in 
the well to that depth, and both landed 
when they were entirely free. In another 
well a 15%-inch string was set at 2,100 
feet and through this a 10-inch string at 
3,300 feet; in this case, also, the strings 
were perfectly free when landed and were 
stopped only because it was not desired 
to carry them deeper. Other wells have 
shown similar results. 

It will be noted that the 15%-inch 
strings were free with over 2,000 feet of 
“friction” on them, and this in a territory 








that will not “stand up’ with ordinary 
drilling more than 40 or 50 feet ahead of 
the pipe. 

The drilling detail used on these wells 
is briefly as follows: A large clearance 
for the pipe is obtained; the standard cir- 
culator system is used; the pipe is kept 
moving while drilling is in progress; each 
collar is ‘‘set up’”’ twice before it goes be- 
low the bottom of the derrick cellar. 

The large clearance is obtained by the 
use of a shoe of extra large diameter, 
from 1% to 1% inches larger than the col- 
lars on the pipe. Underreaming is re- 
sorted to frequently and the hole is 
repeatedly underreamed until the pipe is 
entirely free in passing a ‘‘shell’’ or hard 
streak. Spudding the pipe is avoided. 
When a conductor pipe is landed the de- 
sirable extra clearance for the next string 
may be obtained by skipping one size of 
pipe, as for instance carrying a 10-inch 
string through a 15%-inch, thus eliminat- 
ing the 12%4-inch size. This is necessary 
with the present sizes of pipe available, 
but a different design, which will be men- 
tioned later, would save considerable ex- 
pense in this matter. 

This extra clearance is necessary in 
using the circulator system to allow free 
passage for the “returns.” It obviates 
the danger of sand lodging between the 
strings of pipe and freezing the working 
string. 

The well-known standard circulator 
system is used. Mud- (clay) laden fluid 
is forced down through the pipe under 
pressure by pumps (ordinary rotary slush 
pumps) and returned on the outside of 
the pipe carrying the drillings with it. 
This fluid is run through a flume and into 
a pit, as in rotary work, and its consist- 
ency is regulated as with the rotary. 

The mud-laden fluid presumably plas- 
ters up the walls of the hole, prevents 
sand and mud from running in and pre- 
vents caving. It is essential that circula- 
tion be interrupted as little as possible. 
Intermittent circulation seems to be worse 
than useless. 

The pipe is kept moving while drilling 
is in progress—i. e., without pulling out 
the tools—by means of a so-called swing- 
ing spider. The pipe is suspended by an 
ordinary spider provided with lugs to 
which are attached steel reins (some- 
times chains or wire lines) which extend 
to a clevis above the walking beam, the 
beam operating between the reins. The 
clevis is attached to the casing block. 
The reins are about 40 feet in length so 
that the pipe may be lowered to the bot- 
tom of a 30-foot cellar. The cellar is 
made deep enough so that the stationary 
spider at the bottom is more than the 
length of one joint of pipe below the. der- 
rick floor. It follows that when a joint of 
pipe is added to the string the back-up 
tongs may be put on the second collar, 
which has been previously set up and 
which is now near the cellar bottom. The 
same result is obtained without back-up 
tongs, the pipe being held by the lower 
spider. Thus every joint is set up twice— 
once when it is put on and a second time 
after it has been subjected to the pull of 
the pipe below it and the vibration of 
drilling. This insures a tight joint. 

It is by a combination of the above de- 
tails and careful attention to them that 
success in carrying pipe has been attained. 

Other advantages are obtained, one 
might say, as by-products of this method. 
The pipe is always free and the circula- 
tion perfect for cementing, the mud being 
easily washed out ahead of clean water. 
There is almost total eliminating of bail- 








ing out drillings, with its consequent loss 
of time. A lifting pressure may be put 
against the closed top of the casing, thus 
relieving to some degree the strain on the 
casing line. For instance, a 12%-inch 
easing has an area of about 121 square 
inches; a pressure of 200 pounds per inch 
against this means 24,200 pounds taken 
off the effective: weight of the casing. 
Naturally, the pressure runs up if the 
pipe becomes logy and that is when it is 
most needed. ; 
The mud-laden fluid as usually used 
has a specific gravity of about 1.40; there- 
fore, its pressure in holding back artesian 
water, running sand, etc., is 1.4 times as 
much as clear water. It is a well-known 
fact that this mud-laden fiuid tends to kill 
gas (see Technical Paper No. 66, U. 
Bureau of Mines, Mud-laden Fluid Ap- 
plied to Well Drilling), although it is the 
writer’s opinion that the capillary action 
of water in sand has as much to do with 
holding gas pressure back as anything. 


It has been suggested that in territory 
where upper waters corrode iron and steel 
very fast, a 10-inch water string prac- 
tically immune to this corrosion may be 
obtained as follows: 


Carry a 12%-inch string within a few 
feet of the point where water is to be 
shut off. This string may be as light and 
cheap as it is practical to carry, since the 
burden of sustaining the collapsing pres- 
sure of the water does not fall on it. Then 
land a 10-inch water string inside of this 
12%-inch string at the proper point below 
it, and pump in enough cement to fill the 
space between the two strings. 

This is mentioned simply as one of the 
advantages which may accrue from a 
drilling method by which a large-diameter 
string of pipe can be carried to depth with 
reasonable certainty. 

Now as to the interesting item of cost. 
The bulk of the extra cost incurred is in 
movable tools and machinery, only the 
depreciation and upkeep on which are 
chargeable to the well drilled. Extra cost 
incidental to the drilling itself, other than 
the above, consists in construction of the 
deep cellar, the installation of one extra 
boiler, the mud pumps and teh extra fuel 
and water used, and one extra man. The 
swinging spider, pumps, boiler, etc., are, 
of course, moved and used for successive 
wells. 

An idea of the extra cost items may be 
gained from. the following: 

Extra depth of cellar, drain ahd cir- 


CUIROOE  TEAIE «oie n vb 005s nics phew sm $450.00 
Setting of extra boiler and circulator 

SID ona 03:40 0 bse ein 06> a, onl a smn. 5,68 250.00 
Da Te, | OI U0 on p00 5 5c 0 om Beene 100.00 

Total fixed costs per well........ $800.00 


Extra labor in drilling, per day $7.00 
Extra fuel, 7 bbls. of oil per 


fone kh eke genio make sino pog ee 2.45 
MO ache ve cba s Skis s KieW nee w 


Total extra costs per day for 

ASR TRU. cave en vane parhnd cee $13.45 

Depreciation at 18 per cent. on 
2,320, being value of outfit re- 
moved 


1,640.90 


136.00 


se beim st p¥ehs0c5as 2,576.90 


In a typical well with the system under 
discussion, 3,336 feet of 10-inch pipe was 
set in 122 days. 

This is the value of only about 1,465 
feet of 124%4-inch, 45-pound casing, f. o. b. 
the field. No. 12\%-inch casing was used, 
so at least this amount was saved. 

Better average time is made with this 
method, so that at the most it is not more 
costly than the usuai cable-tool drilling. 
As pointed out, its chief value lies in the 


Total extra cost 


is clumsy. 





fact that large-diameter pipe can be car- 
ried to depth with far more certainty. 

It is impossible to leave this subject 
without a few suggestions for the future; 
in other words, indulging in a mental 
construction of an ideal drilling outfit, 
built along lines following the above de- 
scribed method. 

A greater clearance between consecu- 
tive size strings of casing is essential. In 
order to shut off water with a certain size 
string, the conductor used, be it long or 
short, should have an inside diameter at 
least 1% inches greater than the outside 
diameter of the collars on the water 
string. Since the water string will have 
to stand great collapsing pressure and 
must therefore have very thick walls, a 
clearance should be provided in it so that 
the oil string may be worked without 
difficulty. 

If it is desired to use an 84-inch oil 
string, it follows that the water string 
should be at least 10%-inch, inside diam- 
eter, which would be obtained in a casing 
of 10%-inch nominal diameter weighing 
from 55 to 60 pounds per foot. This would 
eall for a 14-inch conductor. 

Requirements for the ideal casing are: 

Sufficient thickness of walls to with- 
stand the water pressure; joints that will 
hold on a maximum pull; threads that will 
stand being set up several times; reduc- 
tion of weight near the top of the string. 

To meet these requirements the casing 
will have to be heavy on the bottom and 
light on top, but the top part will have to 
stand the greatest pull. Obviously an 
upset-end casing, upset on the outside, 
would be the thing for the top part of the 
string. Furthermore, with these upsets 
and with the thickness of the wall neces- 
sary on ithe bottom of the string, eight 
threads will stand more unscrewing and 
screwing up, more driving and, in gen- 
eral, more ‘‘grief’’ than the customary 10 
threads. 


Collars may be built correspondingly 
heavy since excess clearance is obtained 
anyhow. In explanation of the desira- 
bility of using eight threads, I would say 
that in carrying a string of casing a long 
distance there are generally accidents, 
such as pinching a shoe, etc., which ne- 
cessitate pulling and putting back the 
casing before it is finally landed. 


The swinging spider, although efficient, 
In moving casing with it in 
the ordinary way, the entire strain (some- 
times 80 tons or more of casihg, plus fric- 
tion of the mud between the casing and 
the walls of the hole, must be moved) is 
transmitted to the crown block on top of 
the derrick. To obviate this and carry 
the greatest strains on solid foundation, 
a hydraulic elevator operating in the cel- 
lar might be used. Such an elevator with 
a lift of 22 feet has been devised, but 
never used to my knowledge. By its use 
pipe could be kept moving all the time, 
and all hard pulls taken off the crown 
block. Of course, the ordinary elevators 
and calf wheel would still have to be used 
for putting in and pulling strings of pipe, 
but the heavy work could be carried by 
the hydraulic elevator in the cellar, and 
the cost of constant repairs to the derrick 
considerably lightened. Pulling in of der- 
ricks, with consequent delays, frozen pipe, 
and danger to life, now far too frequent, 
would be almost entirely done away with. 
With the above suggested improvements, 
it seems reasonable to expect that an 
84, 10, or 10%-inch water string, with 
only a few hundred feet of conductor, 
could be carried in the territory under 
discussion to 4,000 feet or more. 
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ABOUT, 100 APPLICANTS FOR JOB. 





OKLAHOMA CITY, Okla., April 7.— 
There are about 100 patriotic Oklahomans 
who, for the good of the State and the 
welfare of mankind, are willing to take 
up the onerous duties of Corporation Com- 
missioner to fill the place made painfully 
vacant by the removal by impeachment 
proceedings of A. P. Watson. The duties 
of Corporation Commissioner are exact- 
ing and tiresome, but the self-sacrificing 
100 are willing to take up the burdens of 
the office if Governor Williams will be so 
kind as to appoint them. Unfortunately, 
there will be ninety and nine non-appoint- 
ed and disappointed office-seekers in this 
case. But they deserve recognition just 
the same. Any citizen who is willing to 
bear the aforesaid burdens and at the 
same time stand a chance of being 
*peached, is possessed not only of patri- 
otic qualities, but also of courage and 
nerve. An interesting phase of the situa- 
tion is the fact that Colonel Moroney, of 
Okmulgee, is in the list of the 100—count 
them—and is in a decidedly receptive 
mood. 


DR. RITTMAN’S DISCOVERIES. 





Benjamin T. Brooks, of the Department 
ef Engineering, University of Pittsburgh, 
sends the following interesting commaiuni- 
cation to The New York Times: 

In view of the fact that The Times and 
other newspapers and periodicals have 
recently given much publicity to the al- 
leged discoveries of Dr. Walter F. Ritt- 
inan, you will doubtless, in the interest of 
truth, give space to’ the following com- 
ments: 

First, in regard to the ‘discovery,’ 
which is going to make us independent of 
Europe as regards dyestuffs, explosives, 
etc. The. manufacture of benzol and 
tuluol from petroleum has been heralded 
as a “discovery” of Dr. Rittman. These 
two compounds, as well as other hydro- 
carbons, usually considered as character- 
istic of coal tar, were made from petro- 
leum as long ago as 1877 by Letny, and 
since that time a host of chemists, most 
of them Russian, have investigated the 
subject, and a shelf full of literature, em- 
bodying their findings, has been published. 
A few attempts have been made to manu- 
facture benzol and toluol from petroleum 
on a large scale. The results of these in- 
vestigations are accessible and can be 
found in any technical library in this 
country, at least in abstract form. Fur- 
thermore, benzol and toluol have actually 
been made from petroleum in large com- 
mercial quantities for a great many years. 
In 1884, H. Armstrong and A. K. Miller 
showed that the liquid product, which is 
separated on compressing oil gas or 
“Pintsch” gas (made from petroleum), 
contains from 24 per cent. to 65 per cent. 
of benzol and toluol. A sample of this 
product recently examined by the writer 
contained 38 per cent. of benzol. <A cer- 
tain Philadelphia company, known to ev- 
ery American chemist, has a contract for 
the entire output of this product. This 
product is, let it be understood, a by- 
product, which is, however, manufactured 
on a large scale. There is an ocean of 
difference, to an industrial chemist, be- 
tween the words manufacture and pre- 
pare. So much for the ‘‘discovery’’ by 
Dr. Rittman that benzol and toluol can 
be prepared from petroleum. 

It is quite possible that Dr. Rittman 
believes the conditions of his experiments 
are novel. Let us grant it. Furthermore, 
a yield of 8 per cent. to 10 per cent. of 
benzol and toluol is claimed (the purity of 
this has as yet not been demonstrated). 
Let us grant it. Then let us bear in mind 
the following facts: 

1. In normal times this country pro- 
duces more benzol and toluol than are 
needed in the industries. 

2. Mary by-product coke plants have 
preferred to burn their benzol rather than 
take the trouble to wash the coal gas to 
recover it, and 

3. In 1913, approximately one-third of 
the benzol available in by-product plants 
was actually collected. 

4. The number of by-product coke 
ovens is rapidly increasing, the amount of 
coke so made in 1913 amounting to 
17,000,000 tons (approximately 2.5 gallons 

_ of benzol being obtainable by washing the 
gas from each ton of coal coked). 

| 5. The corporation in this country op- 
erating the largest number of by-product 
coke retorts expects to have to market 
benzol as a motor fuel, competing with 
gasoline, therefore, at 10 to 13 cents per 
gallon. 

- 6 Two new by-product installations 
Just completed. will yield 6,000,000 gallons 
of benzol, which fact bears out the fore- 
cast made in (5), and, finally, 

7. In Germany, where the ultilization 





of benzol and toluol in the chemical in- 
dustries has been furthest developed, the 
supply of crude benzol has been so great 
that millions of gallons have been used, 
in normal times before the war, as motor 
fuel in automobiles. 

As regards the preparation of gasoline 
from heavier petroleum oils, it should be 
borne in mind that: 

1. The United States Patent Office has 
not yet passed upon the novelty of the 
claims of the ‘“‘Rittman process.” 

2. It has so far been carried out on a 
ridiculously small experimental scale and 
with results which are no better than at 
least three methods for converting heavy 
oils into gasoline which are now in suc- 
cessful large-scale operation, and 

3. Any person engaged in research, who 
values his scientific and professional rep- 
utation, would submit his proven results 
first to a body of scientific men capable 
of passing upon their merit, not mix them 
with a “story of my life,’’ and fling the 
whole to the daily press, which can only 
appraise it on its news value. 

Dr. Rittman has now to face his erst- 
while colleagues and make good with the 
two inventions under discussion. He must 
furthermore show the man with the cash, 
who sometimes comes from places farther 
west than Missouri, that he can manufac- 
ture gasoline, not merely prepare it by 
the ounce on Uncle Sam’s money. All 
that the Rittman processes need just now 
is a real business man who has had some 
experience with young inventors and en- 
thusiasts. 





Bits 2 
FILING OF COMPLAINT AGAINST 
THE W. & F. OIL COMPANY. 





From the Ardmore (Okla.) Ardmoreite 
of March 31: 

The first hearing before the Corporation 
Commission in the State under the new 
Oil Regulation Bill, will be held in Ard- 
more on the 9th day of April in the 
District Court room at 10 o’clock in the 
morning. 

On the 26th day of March the Ardmore 
Oil Producers’ Association filed charges 
against the W. & F. Oil Co. and others 
simiiarly situated. Specific charges are 
filed only against the one company, but 
the complaint is broad enough to include 
all other companies that may be violating 


the terms of the new law passed by the}, 


last Legislature. 

The complaint and the order citing the 
defendants to a hearing -will, upon the 
order of the State Board of Affairs, be 
published in full in the columns of the 
Ardmoreite, about one week prior to the 
hearing. 

The ‘complaint begins with the state- 
ment that the Oil Regulation Bill is being 
violated in the Healdton field and then 
sets out five specific counts as follows: 

Count 1 charges that crude oil is being 
taken from the producing sands at a time 
when the market price is not equivalent 
to the value of the oil. 

Count 2 alleges that oil is being pro- 
duced in a manner that constitutes waste 
under the terms of the bill, and that pro- 
duction is in excess of market facilities 
and in excess of reasonable market de- 
mands. 

Count 3 alleges that W. & F. Oil Co. 
and others are taking a greater propor- 
tion of crude than they are entitled to 
take; that such excessive taking is unfair 
and is a violation of the oil act. 

Count 4 alleges that oil is being placed 
in steel and in earthen storage and that 
the most valuable constituents are being 
wasted on account of evaporation and 
seepage. 

Count 5 makes the charge specific. It 
alleges that on Friday, March 19, and 
prior and subsequent to that date that 
the wells of the W. & F. Oil Co. in Sec- 
tions 4 and 5, in the Healdton field, were 
pumped, that the production was placed 
in storage, that there is no market for the 
oil produced, that the lands of Bayou and 
1911 oil companies and other properties 
are being drained. 


TANK-FIRE SEASON HAS OPENED. 





JENNINGS, Okla., April 3.—On Thurs- 
day night lightning struck and fired one 
of the Prairie Oil & Gas Co.’s 55,000-bbl. 
tanks on the Bruner farm in Section 29- 
18-7. The storm was quite severe in the 
oil field, but. this was the only serious 
damage that has been reported. 


OIL-FIELD BANDITS CONSIDERATE. 





OILTON, Okla.,. April 3.—After holding 
up Jim Carter in the oil field last night, 
one of the two masked men recognized 
Carter as a former friend who had helped 
him on several occasions, and immedi- 
ately returned the money to Carter, apolo- 
gizing for his mistake. ; 
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ANOTHER GUSHER QUITS. 
e 





LOS ANGELES, Cal., April 3.—At one 
time last fall five gushers in the Mari- 
copa Flats were spouting at once, the 
smallest of the bunch being quoted at 
5,0u0 bbls. a day and the largest (the 
Lakeview No.+2) at 60,000 bbls. Of course, 
nobody familiar with the oil business took 
any stock in the latter figures, but the 
well really did make from 15,000 to 18,009 
bbls. a day of oil for a certain period. 
Besides these, there were a large number 
of smaller producers making around 1,000 
to 2,500 bbls. a day. 

One by one the large gushers have 
ceased to flow, and last week the Miocene 
lost its grip after one or two convulsive 
gasps and finally petered out. This does 
not necessarily mean that the well is a 
dead one; but the history of gusher wells 
in the San Joaquin Valley so far has been 
that once the big flow “lets go,” it is 
pretty near the call of time and almost a 
useless waste of time and energy trying 
to bring it back. 

The immense flow of oil from the orig- 
inal Lakeview well of five years ago, 
which lasted about nine months, yielding 
between 8,000,000 and 9,000,000 bbls. of 
oil, ceased almost as suddenly as it start- 
ed, and many believed that the well, after 
being cleaned out and the casing put into 
order, would come back with something 
like 1,000, or at least 500 bbls., production 
a day; people would hardly believe such 
an immense flow, which had shown little 
variation in amount each day from start 
to finish, could end abruptly; but after 
the hole had been cleaned clear to the 
bottom and new casing inserted, no 
amount of persuasion could induce an- 
other flow. Its source of supply had been 
exhausted, and, while a small quantity of 
oil was produced for a short period, its 
reputation as a gusher had passed into 
history. 

The Lakeview No. Two Oil Co.’s No. 1 
was finished on May 10, 1914, and caved 
in on Oct.-24 of the same year. It pro- 
duced, according to estimates, 3,000,000 
bbls. in its 107 days of existence. This 
would mean approximately 27,000 bbls. a 
day, of which at least 40 per cent. was 
emulsion. In cleaning out the hole some 
weeks later the well tore loose again, 
yielding an estimated flow of 15,000 bbls. 
a day. This lasted 10 days, when the 
well again went out at the bottom, pulling 
the hole in after it and toppling the der- 
rick all awry. They are still working with 
the well, trying to bring it back to a 
producing basis. 

In due time the other gushers ceased to 
flow, leaving only the Miocene, which has 
held its own for several months, gradu- 
ally declining in output and gaining in 
percentage of water. 

The Miocene was remarkable in many 
ways. It never “got away” from the 
drillers and its flow was evenly gauged. 
The Pollock brothers, principal owners 
of the property, put their personal time 
in looking after the property, and largely 
to this fact can be attributed its pro- 
longer and successful career. The follow- 
ing quotation from a Bakersfield paper is 
in effect the history of its development 





as related to the writer by Mr. Pollock 
while at the property a few weeks ago: 
“The well has produced a fortune in 
oil and has been one of the most 
spectacular of this section. It has at- 
tracted the attention of oil men from 
all over the country. on account of 
having produced oil from three sepa- 
rate and distinct sands at different 
times. For more than two years it 
produced from what is known as the 
upper sand. It was then drilled deep- 
er and made a good well from a sand 
found about 100 feet below the first 
sand. After several months, during 
which time it was a good paying prop- 

osition, producing about 250 bbls. a 

day, it was again deepened and an- 

other sand found. This sand proved 
to be the best of the three, as is 
demonstrated, its initial production 
being 10,000 bbls. a day. It has al- 
ways been kept under control, and* 
consequently was a big money-maker, 
as all of the production, which is 

high-gravity oil, was saved, and a 

large part of this has been marketed. 

The well was permitted to flow openly 

into a sump for several months, and 

then it was placed on a specially con- 

structed gas trap which acted as a 

treating plant as well as to serve the 

purpose of holding the pressure of the 
well back.”’ 

With the stopping of the flow of the 
Miocene, it is stated that the Obispo well, 
same section, which had formerly been 
one of the big producers on which the 
tubing had just been pulled in an effort to 
clean the well, suddenly started flowing 
and at last accounts was making from 
800 to 900 bbls. a day. 

With all of the big producers on the 
flats now on the retired list, there is great 
optimism being shown regarding the fu- 
ture, and it is said a number of companies 
are making arrangements for starting up 
new work. The Union Oil Co. has started 
drilling on a new well near the location 
of the old original Lakeview well; the 
Standard Oil Co. has started work on two 
new wells on Section 22, also the St. 
Helens Petroleum Co. on the same section 
will start another string, and the North- 
ern Exploration Co. promises lots of new 
work. Supply men who have recently 
“made the rounds” of the Midway report 
that prospects for the future are more 
encouraging at the present time than 
they have been for many months. 

Up Around McKittrick. 

A correspondent writing from McKit- 
trick states that more general activity is 
apparent at the present time than has 
been evident heretofore for many weeks. 
The Reward Oil Co. has made a contract 
with the Standard, a renewal, to furnish 
1,000,000 bbls of oil. This is being deliv- 
ered through the old line laid by the 
Standard several years ago to its station 
at Olig. 

The K. T. & O. Co., with leases in both 
the north and south divisions of the Mc- 
Kittrick field, has finished two new rigs 
over wells on the Davis lease, to replace 
derricks that were blown down during 





the winter storms. The company will re- 
sume pumping these wells. This com- 





pany is the second largest operating in 
the field. In addition to its oil production 
it operates a dehydrating plant at Olig, 
its capacity being 2,000 bbls. a day. 

The East Puente Oil Co., which re- 
cently went into the oil sand in No. 1 on 
Lease 2 at a depth of 1,180 feet, getting a 
small production, has decided to deepen 
to a lower sand. Should this result sat- 
isfactorily, development will continue on 
this property, which is located but a short 
distance from No. 1 lease, where there 
are a number of good producing wells, 
some of which were recently completed. 
This company’s property is in the ex- 
treme northern part of the field. 

The San Francisco-McKittrick Oil Co. 
si constructing a 100,000-bbl. reservoir, 
work on which has been in progress for 
several weeks. This will give a_ total 
sterage capacity of 335,000 bbls. 

In the Lost Hills very little new work 
is now under way, the only company do- 
ing any work being the Lost Hills Devel- 
opment Co., which has recently built two 
new derricks. - 

Gas traps installed at the wells in the 
Midway field are said to materially in- 
crease the gravity of oil and at the same 
time conserve the gas; in many instances 
properties that had formerly consumed 
large amounts of fuel oil are amply sup- 
plied with gas since putting in the traps. 

It is estimated that jitney busses oper- 
ating in the different cities and on vari- 
ous routes in this State have added to 
the consumption of gasoline at least 25 
per cent, to say nothing of the amount of 
lubricating oil they get away with. 

The Quintuple Well. 

In the orange belt very little work is 
under way. The Quintuple well on the 
Gauldin tract, at Placentia, is still at- 
tracting considerable interest on account 
of its location at the extreme front of 
developments. The water coming into 
the well has attracted special notice from 
all operators in this field, and the general 
opinion prevails that it is coming from 
above the oil sand and not from beiow. 
This theory is substantiated from the 
fact that the water does not mix with 
the oil, whereas, if it came from below it 
would emulsify. The well has made a 
number of flows in the past few days, 
each lasting from four to five hours and 
making about 50 bbls. to the flow, all oil. 
The company has started on the work of 
cutting the casing some 150 feet above 
the bottom, when a packer will be insert- 
ed around the casing, which may have 
the desired effect of shutting off the 
water. They have erected two 1,000-bbl. 
tanks, one of which has been filled from 
the sump, and there still remains a sump 
full of oil, representing a couple of tanks. 
A test of the oil shows a cut of only two- 
tenths of one per cent. sand, no emulsion; 
20 gravity. The hole was drilled seven 
feet deeper this week to ascertain wheth- 
er a water stratum existed under the oil 
sand, the experiment proving that the 
water was not coming from this source. 

Work on the Graham & Loftus well, 
between the producing field and the Quin- 
tuple well, is still going on. The hole 
has reached a depth of nearly 3,600 feet 
and an effort is being made to shut off 
the water. 

On a location between the 4,400-foot 
hole drilled by Graham & Loftus on the 
flats betweeh the Olinda field and La Ha- 
bra operations, several years ago, the 
West Coast Oil Co. has built a derrick on 





the Olinda side and will drill a test. The 
Graham & Loftus well, while going into 
a promising oil sand and producing some 
oil, never succeeded in shutting off the 
water. 

The Pittsburgh-Pacific well, northeast 
from the Quintuple, which recently start- 
ed redrilling after moving the derrick 
from the old hole, dropped the rotary 
tools a distance of 130 feet into the hole, 
corkscrewing several hundred feet of ro- 
tary stem; fortunately, they have been 
able to clean the hole. 

The Amalgamated Oil Co. has declared 
a dividend of 75 cents a share, payable 
April 24 to stockholders of record April 
19. The disbursement represents a drop 
of 50 cents a share in the regular rate 
paid by the company previously, this be- 
ing deemed advisable under present con- 
ditions. Previous dividends amounted to 
$62,500, while the coming disbursement 
will aggregate $37,500. The West Coast 
Oil Co. has declared its regular dividend 
of $1.50 per share, payable April 15 to 
stockholders of record April 10. The dis- 
bursement amounts to $15,612. These 
companies operate in the Fullerton and 
Salt Lake fields and are each subsidiaries 
of the Associated Oil Co. 


Taking No Chances. 


Just as an indication that business has 
been on the ragged edge, The Journal 
man dropped into one of the supply 
houses today and after taking his cus- 
tomary seat, the telephone bell began to 
ring and one of the clerks answering the 
call was requested to fill out a large order 
for supplies. After enumerating the list 
of necessities required, he looked up at 
the general manager with a pleasant 
smile and remarked: ‘‘Not bad for a 
starter on the first of the month.”’ The 
G. M. put on a pleasant smile, then, after 
a moment’s reflection, his countenance 
dropped. ‘‘Say,’’ he remarked, “‘this is 
April 1; go right over to that office and 
see if those people are trying to string us 
on that old April Fool gag.’’ Later re- 
turns are to the effect that the order is 
absolutely legitimated. 


MR. GUIBERSON’S PATENTS. 





S. A. Guiberson, Jr., of San Francisco. 
Cal., one of the best-known oil men and 
oil-field supply manufacturers in that sec- 
tion of the country, is the owner of more 
patents covering tools and appliances 
than any other individual or firm in Cali- 
fornia. Mr. Guiberson, for some years, 
was in the producing business for himself 
and also managed one of the large foreign 
company’s holdings in that State. Of late 
he has been devoting most of his atten- 
tion to pushing the sale of his many 
products. 

Three of his best-known appliances are 
the Guiberson-Mills casing tongs, the Ba- 
ker shoe, and the Guiberson-Richards 
tubing catcher. These tools have met 
with splendid success everywhere they 
have been introduced. It was only re- 
cently that Mr. Guiberson decided to 
broadén his field and make his tools 
known and used in every oil ‘field of the 
country. To that end, W. R. Guiberson, 
his brother, himself a well-known oil man, 
has opened offices in Tulsa and is taking 
care of the needs of the producers and 
contractors in the Mid-Continent field. 
Guiberson-Mills casing tongs, Baker shoes 
and Guiberson-Richards tubing catcher 
are advertised regularly in The Journal, 
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Timber suitable for first class wooden walking beams is now scarce and consequently expensive. 

We offer beams of structural steel in various sizes for all classes of service, from deep drilling to pumping. 

Our W-1 beam, equivalent to a 12x30-inch oak beam, will outlive a dozen beams. Made in regular 
lengths and with regular side irons, saddle and bearings, so that they can be used with either wooden or steel 
rigs. Can be furnished either for use with regular pitman or with spring box to produce the same springy 
effect as a wooden beam. | 

Standard sizes always in stock. Write for our Steel Derrick and Drilling Rig pamphlet. 


CARNEGIE STEEL COMPANY 


General Offices: PITTSBURGH, PA. 


5 DISTRICT OFFICES AT 
BIRMINGHAM BUFFALO CINCINNATI DENVER NEW ORLEANS PHILADELPHIA ST. LOUIS 
BOSTON CHICAGO CLEVELAND DETROIT NEW YORK PITTSBURGH ST. PAUL 


Export Representatives: UNITED STATES STEEL PRODUCTS COMPANY, New York. 


PACIFIC COAST REPRESENTATIVES: 


- UNITED STATES STEEL PRODUCTS COMPANY, Pacific Coast Department. 


LOS ANGELES SAN FRANCISCO 
PORTLAND SEATTLE 




















SUN COMPANY 


PHILADELPHIA 




















Producer, Refiner, Shipper and Exporter 
of PETROLEUM and all its products 


: WESTERN UNION 
Cable Address Codes Used LIEBERS 


Sun-Phila A. B. C. Sth EDITION 


























26 


THE OIL AND 


GAS JOURNAL 


- Thursday, 

















THE FIELDS OF MEXICO 


By GEORGE BLARDONE. 








FIRST OIL FOR SHIPMENT. 





TAMPICO, Mex., March 20.—An inter- 
esting announcement comes from Tuxpam 
to the effect that the Penn-Mex Fuel Co. 
will load out of that port its first cargo of 
crude oil the coming week. The oil will 
be placed in the ship’s tanks through sea- 
going loading lines similar to the lines 
employed by the Mexican Eagle Oil Co., 
Ltd., at the same place. 

The production in question comes from 
the company’s No. 1 Alamo and No. 2, 
same tract, completed May 22, 1913, and 
Oct. 28, same year, respectively. The first 
well is said to be worth 1,000 bbls. and the 
second 20,000 bbls. Both wells have been 
shut in since they were completed owing 
to a lack of transportation facilities. The 
completion of the company’s pipe line 
from the Alamo field to Tuxpam, and the 
recent hauling out and anchoring of two 
of the contemplated four seagoing loading 
lines has provided the necessary trans- 
port, however, hence the announced 
movement of oil. 

There is a possibility that the next two 
or three weeks will see operations re- 
sumed on several partially-drilled tests in 
Panuco and Topila fields, it being under- 
stood that several applications for permit 
to complete the tests have been filed with 
the chief petroleum inspector resident 
here, and, in turn, forwarded by him to 
Vera Cruz for action by the supreme au- 
thority. However, at this writing the 
general status remains unchanged. 

The late Mark Twain, in his inimitable 
“Life on the Mississippi,’"’ facetiously re- 
marked, while discussing some of the 
idiosyncracies of that stream, that “‘fig- 
ures give remarkable results at times.” 
The same statement will apply with equal 
force to the figures relating to the poten- 
tial production of all producing wells in 
Mexico. According to statistics collated 
by this bureau, the number of producing 
wells in Mexico is approximately 170. The 
potential production of these wells, reck- 
oned by the conservative reports of their 
worth when completed, is 522,158 bbls. a 
day. Over half of this potential produc- 
tion is chalked up to the account of six 
wells, which illustrates quite well the size 
of the larger gushers in the Republic. The 
location of these wells and the potential 
production remarked, by fields, is as fol- 


lows: 

Southern fields .......... 54 302,045 

Panuco fleld ........0008 47 207,465 

Toplia Meld ....cc.eccees 15 ,067 

STStHMUS ..ccvccccscecses 15 900 

**Miscellaneous ........-. 39 5,681 
OREN occa eer nmeveud es 170 522,158 


FIELD REPORT FOR MARCH. 





A marked decrease in the number of 
wells completed, new production, and 
work under way, are the features of the 
March report of field operations for the 
Mid-Continent, Gulf Coast, Central West 
and Eastern oil fields. During the month 
869 wells were completed, 62 less than in 
February. This is also the smallest num- 
ber completed in these divisions since 
March, 1912, three years ago. The new 
production credited to the wells was 122,- 
918 bbls., a decline of 26,898 bbls. from the 
February figures. There was a gain in 
wells completed of 38 in the Pennsylvania 
division, including West Virginia and 
Southeastern Ohio; and of 18 in Illinois. 
All other divisions completed fewer wells, 
the greatest loss being 79 in Kansas and 
Oklahoma, of which 71 are credited to 
Kansas. The difference in the other 
fields was small. The Pennsylvania divi- 
sion showed an increase of 1,244 bbls. in 
new production, most of which was from 
West Virginia. Illinois is also credited 
with an increase of 838 bbls. and Louisi- 
ana with 9,455 bbls. The greatest falling 
off was in Oklahoma, which showed a de- 
cline of 382,533 bbls. from the February 
report. The Gulf Coast also gave a de- 
crease of 3,788 bbls.; Lima-Indiana 803 
bbis., and Texas Panhandle 395 bbls. 
Among the completions were 187 dry 
holes and 139 gas wells, an increase of 
five in failures and a loss of 59 gassers. 
Pennsylvania and Mid-Continent had the 
same number of failures, 65 each. Texas- 
Louisiana report 23 ‘dry holes, Central 
West 17 and Illinois 11. Reducing the list 
of completions by subtracting the failures 
and gas wells, leaves 542 productive oil 
wells, with a daily average initial produc- 
tion of 220 bbls. In February the produc- 


approximate, but the report of the daily av- 
erage production there is practically correct 
without regard to the number of wells. 

**Miscellaneous includes Ebano, Valles, 
Caracol, Las Palmas, Chila. 

Some idea of how many wells are shut 
in, or pinched down, may be gathered 
from the fact that the daily average pro- 
duction in the Republic at this writing 
hovers around 70,000 bbls. a day. Of 
course, whether all of the wells remarked 
in the potential production column would, 
if again opened wide, live up to the 
standard of initial performances, is a 
mooted question. Very likely some of 
them would not; and as against this some 
of them might show a tendency to in- 
crease production if allowed to flow, as 
witness Mexican Eagle’s No. 1 Los Nar- 
anjos, and Freeport & Mexican’s No. 3 
Zurita, in the Southern and Panuco fields, 
respectively. The first named broke a 
gate valve last summer after being com- 
pletely shut in for a long while and flowed 
for over a week at the rate of 50,000 bbls. 
a day after it had cleaned out and before 
it was brought under control. This well 
was reported as a 5,000-bbl. well when it 
was completed. Freeport & Mexican Fuel 
Oil Corporation’s No. 3 Zurita gradually 
drilled: itself in during the first few days 
of its existence until it was reckoned as 
worth 30,000 bbls. a day (it is figured at 
that in the tables presented herein), but 
after having been pinched down to a few 
hundred barrels for more than a year, 
flows, when opened up, at the rate of 
80,000 bbls. a day. The continuity of pro- 
duction from any oil well of the gusher 
type is, in the last analysis, problematical, 
but that Mexican flowing wells are long- 
lived is amply evidenced by the perform- 
ances of the wells drilled by Mexican Pe- 
troleum Co. at Ebano, the first proven 
| fleld in the Republic, by Huasteca Petro- 
|leum Co,’s great Juan Casiano No. 7, and 
by Mexican Eagle’s No. 4 Potrero del 
Llano. There are other wells of less mag- 
nitude than the last two that might be 





*The number of wells on the Isthmus is | 


|remarked, but the two in question will be 
| sufficient illustrations. 

Personals. 

| A. D. Wilson, vice president of the 
| Interocean Oil Co., S. A., in Mexico, head- 
|quarters at Tampico, is leaving for Balti- 
|more on the tanker Russian Prince, to 
|enjoy a short vacation in the United 
| States. ‘ 

| George Pruter, field auditor for the Pro- 
|ducers Oil Co., headquarters in Houston, 
|Tex., is here on an annual visit to the 
offices of the R. E. Brooks interests. 








tive oil wells numbered 551, averaging 272 
bbis., and January showed 542 with an 
average of 273 bbls. 

At the close of March the work under 
way amounted to 1,893, a decrease from 
February of 11. There were 37 fewer rigs 
reported and 26 more wells drilling. The 
Pennsylvania division showed a gain in 
new work of 45, Texas-Louisiana 19, Ken- 
tucky four and Lima-Indiana one. Cen- 
tral Ohio fell off 40 in new operations and 
the Mid-Continent fields and Illinois 20 
each. 

Oklahoma maintains its position as the 
greatest oil-producing State, though there 
was less activity in March than since 
November of last year. This State fur- 
nished 72 per cent. of the new production 
for the month, although it lacked 32,523 
bbls. of its February amount. Nine fewer 
wells were completed than last month, 
and one-third were either dry or gas 
wells. The operations at Cushing indicate 
that the field is practically defined, and no 
important extensions are expected. The 
Cushing production the latter part of 
February reached its highest point, being 
estimated at 297,000 bbls. for a single day. 
Since that time and during March fewer 
gusher wells were completed, with the re- 
sult that the daily output has declined to 
about 210,000 bbls. a day. Owing to the 
lack of facilities for handling the oil, and 
want of storage, many wells are shut 
down on top of the sand, and others are 
pinched in. With the completion of these 
and free flow of all the wells, the produc- 
tion could be increased, but*it would prob- 
ably be the last time this would occur. 
In the other sections of Oklahoma there 
were no important developments during 
March, and Kansas fields were without 
interest. 

Outside of the Strawn pool in the Texas 





]| Panhandle, the division was dull during 


March. Only 20 wells were completed, of 
which four were dry and one a gas well. 
The new production was 660 bbls., or 395 
less than the previous month. At the close 
of the month new work showed a decrease 
of four. 

North Louisiana was one of the divi- 
sions which gave an increase in new pro- 
duction, the gain over February being 
9,455 bbls. Six gusher producers in the 
Red River section, with a total output of 
over 14,000 bbls., were responsible for the 
increase. The completions were 28, loss 
of nine from February; and one-fourth of 
them were dry or gas wells. The Red 
River pool is also credited with the in- 
crease of 21 in new work at the close of 
the month. 

The Gulf Coast fields had 35 comple- 
tions, one less than in February; and 11,- 


985 bbls. new production, a decrease of 
3,788 bbls. The initial output was swollen 
by large wells at Thrall, Williamson 


County. The latter pool was opened near 
the end of February, and has attracted 
the attention of the whole oil trade. Sev- 
eral dry holes and several good producers 
have been reported. The indications are 
that it will be a pool of small area. Thir- 
teen failures out of 35 wells completed 
mark the disappointments met in trying 
to extend the old pools and search for 
new territory. New work in this division 
shows a decline of two. 

Illinois, Kentucky, Indiana and Lima 
were wholly lacking in interest during 
March. While 88 wells, or six more than 
in February, were completed in these 
divisions, the new production was 37 bbls. 
less. The large wells found in the 
Lima field during the month of February 
were missing last month, and the general 
average of the new producers was small. 
Seventeen dry holes and three gas wells 
are included in the completions. The close 
of the month showed fewer rigs and wells 
drilling, which gives no promise of future 
active work. 


Operations in the Central Ohio gas belt 
are mostly confined to the vicinity of 
Wooster and around Cleveland. There is 
less activity in the latter field, as the gas 
wells show a rapid decline, owing to their’ 
being crowded. Ten fewer wells were 
completed in this division during March 
than February, and work at the close of 
the month showed a falling off of 40. 
Efforts will be made during the next few 
months to locate an oil field in connection 
with the Cleveland gas. Should these 
fail there will be much less drilling in that 
territory very soon. 

The old fields of Pennsylvania, West 
Virginia and Southeast Ohio maintain a 
fair amount of activity, although the re- 
sults are not large. Even with the few 
large producers of West Virginia added to 
the total, the average of the new wells for 
the division is only about nine barrels. 
In March, 299 wells were completed, an 
increase of 38. The new production was 
2,718 bbls., a gain of 1,244 bbls. Of the 
completions, 65 were dry and 29 were gas 
wells. West Virginia and Southeast Ohio 
furnished 51 of the failures, those of Ohio 
being nearly one-third of the number 
completed. There was also a gain in new 
work in this division, due entirely to 
Bradford and Southeast Ohio. The only 
active localities in March were the two 
Salt-sand pools of Spencer and Rosedale. 
The former has had more dry holes than 
producers, and neither of the pools prom- 
ise to be important. In April two wells 
should be completed at Cabin Creek, and 
give some idea of what that locality holds. 
In March, Pennsylvania oil was cut 
from $1.50 to $1.40, the changes taking 
place on March 15 and 20. On the same 
dates cuts were made of 7 cents in Mer- 
cer black, New Castle, and Somerset; 10 
cents in Cabell and Corning, and Ragland 
was reduced 5 cents. De Soto oil was cut 
10 cents on March 3 and 10 cents more on 
March 24. On the last date there was also 
a general cut of 10 cents a barrel in all 
Louisiana crude oil. 


FIGHTING IN THE OIL FIELD. 





WASHINGTON, D. C., April 6.—Heavy 
fighting continues between the Carranza 
and Villa forces at Ebano, near Tampico, 
Mexico, ‘‘and neither side has gained an 


SURRENDER CLAUSE UPHELD 
BY THE U. S. SUPREME COURT. 





The decision of the Supreme Court of 
the United States on the validity of the 
“surrender clause”’ in oil and gas leases 
is eagerly awaited here and elsewhere 
throughout the producing districts of Ok- 
lahoma. The brief synopsis telegraphed 
from Washington is not very illuminating 
and the attorneys for the larger produc- 
ing companies hesitate to express an 
opinion as to the effect of the decree in 
advance of a copy of it. 


In one way or another the validity of 
the “surrender clause’ has been before 
the State courts of Illinois and Oklahoma 
and the District and Supreme courts of 
the United States for the past four years. 
The Oklahoma Supreme Court, according 
to the statements of attorneys, has never 
directly passed on the question, but it has 
intimated very strongly that the clause 
was not binding and rendered the lease 
invalid. The Federal Court for the East- 
ern District of Oklahoma has decided that 
the clause is binding. The State courts 
of Illinois have decided that it is not bind- 
ing and it is a nullity. The Federal Court 
for the Eastern District of Illinois decided 
that the clause was enforcible by injunc- 
tion. This view was sustained by the 
Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals and, ac- 
cording to meager information just re- 
ceived, this view has been finally affirmed 
by the Supreme Court of the United 


States. There are three other cases in- 
volving this question in the Supreme 
Court. 


The following is the language of the 
“surrender clause’ included in a vast 
majority of leases in Oklahoma: 


“The party of the second part, its 
successors or assigns shall have the 
right at any time, on the payment of 
S sce as Dollars to the part.. of the first 
part, heirs or assigns to sur- 
render this lease for cancellation, aft- 
ter which all payments and liabilities 
thereafter to accrue under and by 
virtue of its terms shall cease and 
determine; provided, this ‘surrender 
clause’ and the option therein re- 
served to the lessee shall cease and 
become absolutely inoperative imme- 
diately and concurrently with the in- 
stitution of any suit in any court of 
law or equity by the lessee to enforce 
this lease, or any of its terms, or to 
recover possession of the leased land, 
or any part thereof, against or from 
the lessor.., heirs, executors, 
administrators, successors or assigns, 
or any person or persons. All cov- 
enants and agreements herein set 
forth between the parties hereto shall 
extend to their successors, heirs, exe- 
cutors, administrators and assigns.” 


Attorneys for the lessors who have tried 
to break the clause argue that it is a 
‘‘jug-handled”’ contract giving the lessee 
all of the advantage and reserving no dis- 
cretionary right to the lessor. Counsel for 
lessees have contended that such a con- 
tract could not be legal because all of the 
benefits were reserved to one party to the 
agreement, while denying the other party 
the same privilege. There is a great deal 
of technical discussion in the briefs which 
are not understandable to the layman and 
a great many authorities cited on both 
sides but the facts as nearly as may be, 
without going to great length of verbiage 
have been substantially stated here. . 


Upon the final determination of the 
question rests the title to many valuable 
oil-producing properties in nearly all of 
the oil disttricts of Oklahoma and Illinois. 
Lawyers who have discussed the matter 
are of opinion that the decision of the 
United States Supreme Court, should the 
State courts refuse to be bound by it, 
will result in still worse confusion than 
now exists in that it would involve inev- 
itably ‘two rules of law governing the 
same state of facts and the “surrender 
clause” would be valid or inyalid accord- 
ing as the proceedings were instituted in 
the State or Federal courts. This has 
happened before, but very rarely. 

A rather curious situation exists in Illi- 
nois which has an indirect bearing on the 
issues. When some of the baseball play- 
ers jumped from the National League and 





advantage,’’ according to official advices. 


ers jumped from the National League 
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and the ‘American League, into the 
Federal League, almost the _ identical 
language employed in oil and gas 


leases in Illinois and Oklahoma was em- 
bodied in the contracts for the services of 
baseball players in the National League 
and the American League and when some 
of the players from these two organiza- 
tions attempted to take service with the 
Federal League they were enjoined in 
both the State and Federal courts in Illi- 
nois. The State courts held the ‘“sur- 
render clause’’ invalid, but the Federal 
courts upheld it and these cases are now 
on appeal. Although not specifically 
mentioned in the decree of the Supreme 
Court rendered on Monday, it is the opin- 
ion of lawyers that the decree will have a 
great deal of weight. 


ANOTHER SPECIAL SESSION MAY 
BE CALLED IN WEST VIRGINIA. 





West Virginia has a great sorrow. Its 
revenue resources have, to a great extent, 
been shut off. In a wild effort to become 
“dry’’ the voters killed the fowl which 
formerly provided the golden egg and 
then tried to encourage cruel economy in 
the running of the State Government. 
This laudable proposition failed to be 
feasible and wise men of the capital gave 
themselves up to silent meditation. They 
studied financial problems deeply. Money 
was needed—lots of it—and after several 
headaches had _ resulted from mental 
over-exercise by the State’s mentors, it 
was decided that oil and gas should pay 
the piper. Oil men were regarded as per- 
sons of vast wealth and, on general prin- 
ciples, it was argued, they should be 
taxed on all oil and gas produced; taxed 
for the privilege of doing business and 
taxed ad valorem and nil desperandum on 
their holdings, incomes, etc. The scheme 
was all worked out carefully and it was 
expected the Legislature would pass a 
fine assortment of revenue measures 
along those lines—pipe lines chiefly—and 
that missing revenues would come back 
like bread upon the waters of Prohibition 
instead of upon the fluids formerly sold 
over the pernicious mahogany. . 

But the plans of men and mice “gang 
aft aglae’’ and the Legislature was scold- 
ed to such an extent by the oil and gas 
people that nothing was done in the way 
of increased taxation of oil and gas in- 
terests. And here’s the sequel to the 
story. It is-clipped from a Charleston 
dispatch of March 29: 

“Officials in the capital are person- 
ally paying for the postage stamps 
used in their departments because 
Uncle Sam does no credit business 
and the State of West Virginia has 
very little money for current expenses. 
Hundreds of school teachers through- 
out the State took their monthly pay 
warrants to banks where they were 
discounted at 6 per cent., or if they 
were not in need of funds, they laid 
the warrants away until such time as 
the State can redeem them. 

“More than 15 of the 25 persons em- 
ployed at the State House were passed 
by the paymaster when he made his 
usual monthly round, and J. S. Durst, 
Auditor-General, arranged with the 
banks to take care of the employes of 
State institutions in other communi- 
ties. 

“These hard times have come upon 
official West Virginia because the late 
Legislature, in spite of a special ses- 
sion, called to enact tax laws, failed to 
appropriate enough money to run the 
Government. Normal monthly ex- 
penses are $200,000, while the amount 
available at this time is only $75,000, 
leaving a deficiency of $125,000. The 
emergency fund is practically exhaust- 
ed and so serious has become the situ- 
ation that a number of legislators 
have suggested that another special 
session be called, at which all mem- 
bers will serve without pay until the 
laws necessary to provide money can 
be passed.” 

The special-session idea may or may 
not be productive of results, but should 
it be decided to reconvene the legislators 
in a second special session to raise reve- 
nues, oil and gas men will again be com- 
pelled to defend their interests by means 
of another campaign of education and 
there will be increased interest in the 
news from West Virginia. 





CONDITIONS IN MEXICO ARE BAD 
AND AMERICANS ARE MENACED. 





Railroad transportation in Mexico is at 
present extra-hazardous. Many condi- 
tions of life there are fraught with great 
danger. The money of Mexico is greatly 
depreciated in value. If American resi- 
dents were to leave that country now, as 


advised to do by President Wilson, they 
would sacrifice their property holdings. 
On reaching the United States they would 
be largely dependent on charity because 
of these property losses. Those having 
Mexican money would be able to negoti- 
ate a peso at only 8 cents, American 
money, whereas, formerly it was worth 
50 cents. 


“Thousands of Americans and other 
foreigners scattered throughout the coun- 
try find it impossible to leave their all, or 
to abandon positions of trust, the proper- 
ties of business of owners in the United 
States and elsewhere. Duty compels them 
to remain.’’ So declared a statement by 
American residents of Mexico City, in re- 
ply to the President’s suggestion that 
they depart from the war-torn Republic. 
It is therefore to be inferred that Ameri- 
cans in Mexico are determined to take 
their chances and remain where they are. 
In the oil country of Mexico, Americans 
are waiting and watching for improved 
conditions, but there is no improvement 
in sight. 

Some of the outrageous acts perpetrated 
by Mexican “authorities’’ are mentioned 
in a report from American residents of 


the capital city, dated March 10, as fol- 
lows: 

“The arbitrary taking from Mexicans 
and foreigners of property, including 
houses, automobiles, garages, furniture, 


money, and crops; the issuing of decrees 
so in contravention of right, fairness, and 
justice as to be almost incredible; the 
deliberate, persistent, and ill-concealed at- 
tempt to starve a city of 500,000 inhabi- 
tants, depriving them’ of water, fuel and 
transportation; the shipment of defense- 
less women in locked cattle cars to Vera 
Cruz; the carrying away of the controllers 
of electric street cars, thus paralyzing 
transit; the closing of the courts and 
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schools; the holding of priests for ran- 
som; the arrest and detention of 300 busi- 
ness men who had assembled at the re- 
quest of the general in charge of the city; 
the persecution of Spaniards, suppression 
of mails, and violation of sealed corre- 
spondence, both foreign and domestic; the 
removal of public archives and the strip- 
ping of public buildings; the open invita- 


tion to riot and loot; the sacking of) 
churches and desecration of images; the} 
killing of men and the outraging of! 


women, are events too recent and well! 
known to permit their being overlooked in| 
forming judgment.” 





THE OIL SCOUTS. 


(Oil City Derrick.) 
James C. Tennent’s sketches of the ac- 
tive work on the oil scouts, 
published in the Derrick last year, have 





been collected in a bound volume which} 
has just been issued from the press of the} 
These articles at- | 


Derrick Publishing Co. 
tracted the attention of oil men and} 
others as they appeared, and many in- 
quiries were received as to whether they | 
were to be put in permanent form. This 


has now been done, and the book will be} 


put on sale in a few days. It makes a) 
handsome little volume, bound in tan 
cloth, clearly printed, and illustrated with | 
pictures of most of the scouts who figure | 
in its pages. An 
president of the Derrick Publishing Co., 
and himself one of the most active of the 
scouts, adds to the value of the work. 


It is a book which will be a valuable | 


addition to the literature of the oil indus- 


try, and important in its historical worth.| everyone interested 


It has the further value of being written 


which were} 


introduction by the | 
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the book treats was one of the most ex- 
citing and romantic in the growth of the 
industry. It was a time when fortunes 
were lost and made overnight; when Oil 
Exchanges were most active; when the 
skill and daring of the busy night riders 
in the hemlock forests were pitted against 
the shrewdest of market manipulators and 
mystery makers; and when each day and 
|night brought forth contests of wits on 
which vagt money deals depended. The 
oil scout was in a class all by himself. 
|He was the Sherlock Holmes of the oil 
| field, and based his calculations on move-. 
| ments so slight and apparently unimpor- 
| tant as to escape the attention of the un- 
|initiated. Practical knowledge of drilling 
|methods, familiarity with the personal 
|traits of the operators; close observation 
}and careful deduction of actions, were the 
essentials of the oil scout. Experience 
| aided only in a general way, for each well 
as it came in had its fresh puzzle, and 
new tricks were being constantly sprung. 
But it is doubtful if the scouts were ever 
fooled; not even so much as the owners, 
‘for often their expert knowledge grasped 
the significance of the message told by 
| the drill, while the operator was still hop- 
ing for a good well or greater production. 
It is the story of these times that Mr. 
Tennent has told in simple language. His 
| description of some of the incidents is as 
thrilling as any that have ever been writ- 
ten. Woven in the web of the articles, 
|but not prominent in its fabric, one can 
| get a glimpse of losses and gains in for- 
}tunes, and the strain on the nerves of 
those struggling in the excitement of field 
It is a book which 
in the oil industry 
will wish to read, and which will prove of 





| and speculative ring. 


by one who was an actor in the events| absorbing interest to all who enjoy truth- 
related, and is a simple description of ac- | ful tales of adventure, and daring con- 


tual occurrences. The period 


of which! tests of skill. 
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GAS—LIGHT, HEAT AND POWER 





IN CENTRAL OHIO. 





COLUMBUS, O., April 2.—This is the 
season of the year that the large gas- 
producing companies let up to some ex- 
tent on development work. They may do 
some work in the way of testing out ter- 
ritory that has been leased for some time 
and upon which they are paying rental. 
Reports from Castalia are that a test well 
is drilling near that place, but has not as 
yet reached the proper sand for either oil 
or gas. Should gas be found there, it will 
no doubt be in a formation outside of the 
Trenton Rock, although it is located but a 
short distance east from the old Trenton 
Rock fields of Northwestern Ohio. The 
Clinton sand will no doubt be the forma- 
tion in which either product will be found, 
but at a more shallow depth than at 
Cleveland or in the northern end of the 
Central Ohio field, as the Clinton rises 
rapidly to the west and northwest. 

In the southeastern extension to the 
Sugar Grove field, in Ward Township, 
Hocking County, the Plymouth Oil Co. 
has what shows for a well above the av- 
erage production and is estimated as 
showing for close to 200 bbls. It is the 
company’s first well on the M. Burk farm. 
This company is drilling No. 3 near the 
top of the sand on the J. Snyder farm ‘in 
Green Township, and down close to 2,000 
feet with its test on the Sarah Knapp 
farm, same township. 

J. E. Purvis, the well-known Bremen 
oil man, has abandoned his test on the 
W. W. Meldren farm in Falls Township, 
Hocking County. He is at work on a 
test on the C. C. Bates farm in Green 
Township. Mr. Purvis has lately pur- 
chased the H. C. Weaver 120-acre farm, 
near the corporation line of Bremen, in 
Rush Creek Township, Fairfield County. 
The consideration has not been annouced, 
but the farm was a valuable one and 
brought a fancy price, being considered 
one of the best farms in Fairfield County. 
The farm will be improved by the new 
owner, who has plenty of capital to do as 
he wished, having been one of the most 
successful money-makers in the Bremen 
field during its boom days. 

The Griffin Producing Co. has its rig up 
for No. 9 on the N. W. Starr farm in 
Falls Gore Township, Hocking County. 
Possibly the well will not start drilling 
until John S. Griffin, head of the company, 
returns from his trip to Oklahoma and to 
his big stock farm in the Pecos Valley, 
New Mexico. The Chartiers Oil Co. cased 
its well No. 100 on the Hocking Products 
Co.’s farm in Green Township, Hocking 
County, with 8-inch at a depth of 1,050 
feet. The Blennerhassett Oil Co. is spud- 
ding at its second test on the M. E. Lin- 
ton farm in Green Township. The Cowell, 
Clark Oil Co. is drilling its No. 6 on the 
George Price farm in Starr Township. 

The well of the Lancaster Oil Co. on 





the Bell farm in Monday Creek Township, 
Perry County, is still shut down on top of 
the sand. The Hocking Oil Co. is down 
over 1,000 feet with No. 3 M. Burgess 
farm in Falls Gore Township, Hocking 
County. 

In Brown Township, Vinton County, the 
Drayer Oil Co. is drilling its second test 
on the C. L. Wantz farm. In Benton 
Township, Hocking County, the Central 
Contract & Finance Co. is still testing the 
Berea sand in its test on the J. C. Ern- 
hart farm. 

The Preston Oil Co. has drilled in a 
fair-sized gas well in its second test on 
the H. E. Pence farm in Section 24, Brown 
Township, Vinton County. The same com- 
pany has the rig up for a test on the 
BEB. W. Strong farm, Section 31, same 
township. Its test on the P. D. Shaw 
farm, Section 25, Falls Township, Hock- 
ing County, is showing very light. No. 1 
on the W. E. and M. E. Shaw farm is 
casing at 2,750 feet. Whit. 


GAS COMPANY IS TO ISSUE BONDS. 


SACRAMENTO, Cal., March 30.—The 
Santa Maria Gas & Power Co., operating 
in Santa Barbara and San Luis Obispo 
counties, has filed an application with the 
Railroad Commission requesting authority 
to issue $25,000 par value of 6 per cent. 
bonds. The proceeds of these bonds are 
to be used in liquidating outstanding in- 
debtedness and reimbursing the com- 
pany’s treasury for expenditures made for 
additions and betterments. 


OHIO GAS ASSOCIATION. 





The following bulletin to members has 
been issued by the Ohio Gas Association: 

The annual meeting of the Ohio Gas 
Association will be held at the Virginia 
Hotel, Columbus, O., beginning at 10 
o’clock a. m., Monday, April 26, and on 
Tuesday, Apr‘l 27. The tentative program 
we believe will prove interesting. It will 
include a report of the committee on val- 
uation and also other important matters 
affecting the industry will be discussed. 

A bill has been prepared by the Public 
Utilities Commission and introduced in 
the House by Mr. Reighard, being H. B. 
No. 406, which amends the present law in 
regard to requiring valuations, so as to 
leave it optional with the commission to 
order any company to file with the com- 
mission an inventory and appraisak If 
this bill passes, order No. 176 will doubt- 
less be rescinded, in which event it will 
not be necessary for any company to file 
inventory and appraisal except under or- 
der of the commission, and we recom- 
mend that you communicate with the 
Senator and Representative from your 
district and county, asking them to sup- 
port this bill. Pending the disposition of 
H. B. No. 406, we recommend that you 








apply to the commission for a further 
extension of time within which to file 
your inventory and appraisal. 

S. B. No. 206, introduced in the Senate 
by Senator Gallagher, has been prepared 
by the commission and is. intended to 
amend the present law in regard to meter 
provers, so as to enable a representative 
of the commission to test meter provers 
in the place where they are to be used, 
and doing away with sending such meter 
provers to the State Sealer of Weights 
and Measures to be tested. This bill 
should receive the support of all gas men 
and you are urged to request your Sena- 
tor and Representative to support it. 


TENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION. 


CINCINNATI, O., April 5.—The Tenth 
annual convention of the Natural Gas As- 
sociation of America will be held in Cin- 
cinnati, O., May 18, 19 and 20. President 
James T. Lynn, of Detroit, Mich., will call 
the meeting to order on Tuesday, May 18, 
at.10 a. m., in the Assembly Room of 
Music Halli on Elm Street, opposite Wash- 
ington Park. There will be but one ses- 
sion each day, starting at 10 a. m. and 
adjourning at 3 p. m., with a 30-minute 
intermission for lunch. The Mayor of 
Cincinnati, Hon. Frederick S. Spiegel, will 
welcome the association. Judge S. M. 
Douglass, of Mansfield, O., will respond 
to the address of welcome in behalf of 
the association. Papers on the following 
subjects will be discussed: 

Equitable Rates for Natural Gas—Don- 
ald McDonald, Louisville, Ky. 

Public Service Commission—James W. 
McMahon, Toledo, O. ; 

The Future of the Natural-Gas Indus- 
try in America—J. C. McDowell, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. 

Economical Construction and Operation 
of a Natural-Gas Plant—George W. 
Barnes, Los Angeles, Cal. 

The Use of Natural Gas at Domestic 
Rates for Industrial Purposes—R. W. 
Burr, Columbus, O. 

Thirty-Cent Natural Gas Melts Brass 
for Half the Cost of Free Coke—F. R. 
Hutchinson, Cleveland, O. 

Reports will be presented by the fol- 
lowing committees: 

Uniform Accounting—H. C. Roeser, 
chairman, Pittsburgh, Pa.; V. A. Hays, 
Independence, Kan.; H. .V. Shulters. 
Cleveland, O.; R. H. Bartlett, Pittsburgh, 
Pa.; G. C. Scott, Columbus, O.; W. R. 
Hadley, Pittsburgh, Pa.; C. W. Down- 
ing, Cleveland, O.; G. W. Ratcliffe, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.; W. J. Judge, New York 
City; J. B. Tonkin, Pittsburgh, Pa.; T. F. 
Wickham, Cincinnati, O., and C. S. Mit- 
chell, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Conservation—Prof. I. C. White, chair- 
man, Morgantown, W. Va.; Forrest M. 
Towl, New York City; Prof. Charles N. 
Gould, Oklahoma City, Okla.; Ernest L. 
Brundrett, Kansas City, Mo., and William 
T. Griswold, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Rates—L. B. Denning and K. C. Krick, 
Columbus, O.; James W. McMahon, To- 
ledo, O.; R. H. Bartlett, Pittsburgh, Pa., 
and R. E. Eakin, Independence, Kan. 

Committee of Awards for Wrinkle De- 





partment—J. H. Maxon, chairman, Mun- 
cie, Ind.; M. W. Walsh, Louisville, Ky., 
and A. J. Diescher, Bartlesville, Okla. 

Joint National Committee on Electroly- 
sis—Forrest M. Towl, New York City; 
B. C. Oliphant, Buffalo, N. Y., and Samuel 
S. Wyer, Columbus, O. 

Gas Congress—Alexander B. Macbeth, 
delegate, Los Angeles, Cal. ; 

Wrinkle Department—F. W. Stone, ed- 
itor, Ashtabula, O.; F. F. Schauer, assist- 
ant editor, Kansas City, Mo. 

There will be an elaborate and espe- 
cially interesting exhibit of gas equip- 
ment in connection with the meeting. It 
will be a grand assembly of ideas for 
natural-gas men. This exhibit will be 
conducted under the auspices of the aux- 
iliary association—The Association of 
Natural Gas Supply Men. Machinery Hall 
in the Music Hall Building, one of the 
largest and most suitable halls in Cin- 
cinnati, has been leased for this purpose. 

Some of the entertainment features are 
already arranged, while additional attrac- 
tions will be announced later. Wednesday 
evening, at 6 o’clock, annual dinner with 
vaudeville at the Hotel Gibson, Banquet 
Hall. A boxing bout will be held under 
the supervision of the Cincinnati Boxing 
Commission and informal entertainment 
will be provided at the famous Zoo, Ches- 
ter Park and other resorts of like char- 
acter. 

Rates have been secured at Hotel Sin- 
ton, Hotel Gibson, Hotel Havlin, Munro 
Hotel, Hotel Metropole and Hotel Savoy. 

Every. member of the association who 
can possibly attend should make a special 
effort to do so and gas companies are 
particularly urged to send as many men 
as can be spared, as the meeting will 
have a most stimulating influence, on 
those in attendance. The Ohio Gas As- 
sociation did not hold its regular annual 
meeting at Columbus in February, as 
usual, but reserved the meeting so that 
the Ohio association members could at- 
tend the meeting at Cincinnati. 

The meetings are always interesting, 
not only to the natural-gas people alone 
but consumers of the great natural fuel 
can always hear something of interest to 
them in the use of natural gas and its 
appliances. 

Secretary T. C: Jones, of Delaware, O., 
has been working hard for months to 
make this meeting the greatest in- the 
history of the association, and Larmour 
Adams, secretary of the Association of 
Natural Gas Supply Men, has been doing 
his part toward making the exhibit of gas- 
appliances one long to be remembered. 

Whit. 


MEASURING GAS USED IN LAMPS. 





Chanute (Kan.) Tribune: According to 
the data compiled by E. M. Flannery, 
superintendent of the city’s gas depart- 
ment, a gas lamp consumes two and one- 
half feet of gas per hour. At that rate, 
the lamp which is burned all day and all 
night without being turned out, with gas 
at 15 cents per thousand cubic feet, will 
cost 27 cents a month. If the lamps are 
burned only at night, as is the case in 
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BUSINESS and PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY 








WM. S. BARNICKEL & CO. 
Chemical Engineers 
Treating Roily Oil a Specialty. 
601 Merchants-Laclede Bldg. St. Louis 


DICKEY-ASHBY-FOUNTAIN CO. 
General Insurance 


Derricks, Tanks and Contents Insured. 
212 S. Boston Ave. Tulsa, Okla. 


THE LEE LEVERING 
Tailors and Furnishers. 
Nothing but High-Class Tailored Suits 
and Furnishing Goods. 
Tulsa Hotel Bidg. 








BASS FURNITURE & CARPET CO. 
Furniture for Office and Home 
Shaw-Walker Filing Devices. 


L. N. EWING & CO. 
General Insurance 
Employees’ Liability a Specialty. 


JOHN McALEVY 


Blue Print Maps. 
Caddo and De Soto Parishes. 


ALBERT T. PATRICK PETROLEUM EXCHANGE 
Oil and Gas Properties, Crude Oil 
and Products. 

Wells Drilled and Properties De- 
veloped for Cash or Interest. 
Petroleum Propositions 

Money Invested. 
Examinations Made and Legal Con- 
troversies Adjusted. 


Promoted, 
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Tulsa, - - - - Oklahoma City Clinton Bldg. Tulsa, Okla. 416 Continental Bldg. Shreveport, La. Hotel Tulsa, Tulsa, Okla. 
CAPITAL ABSTRACT AND REALTY CO. r PANTES D. H. MORGAN & CO. PRODUCERS OIL EXCHANGE 
W. S. Bell, L. B. Norton W. S. BAILEY, € agastracras titie 15 East Oil Investments. Leases and Production 
J. F. Patterson Manager : Fourth Street 


Production—Leases—Royalty 
Tulsa, Okla. 


Headquarters for Visiting Oil Men. 
608 Colcord Bldg. Oklahoma City. 











E. A. COLEMAN 
Oli Production and Royalty Broker 


Kansas and Oklahoma Fields. 
26 Nebraska Bldg. Tulsa, Okla. 


DORSEY HAGER 
Petroleum Geologist and Engineer 


Hotel Tulsa Building 
Telephone 27 Tulsa, Okla. 


W. E. NICODEMUS. 
Production, Leases, Royalties, 
Estate in the Cushing Field. 
Drumright, Okla. 


WELDON & MITCHELL 
Lawyers. 
Specialty of oil and gas litigation. 
Cushing, Okla. 








CONDENSED EFFICIENCY 
The Corona Typewriter, with case 
9 Ibs. For road, field, office or home. 

Tulsa Typewriter Company. 


O. P. HYDE 
Public Accountant 
Oil Men’s Accounts Kept in My Office. 
Room 618, Robinson Arcade, Tulsa, Ok, 


FRED D. OILER 
Lawyer 
Specialty of Oil and Gas Litigation. 
Suite 10, Alexander Bldg., Tulsa, Okla. 


L. P. WHARTON 
Production Leases 
in the Cushing field. 
Cushing, Okla, 


Royalties 








DAWSON TOWEL SUPPLY 
Aprons, Towels and Jackets for Rent. 


Towel service for offices, $1 per month. 
Phone 2185. Tulsa, Okla. 


LEAR’S QUICK SERVICE BAGGAGE CO. 
Motor Car Service, 
Any kind of hauling. 
Phone 1318. Tulsa, Okla. 


LAFE SPEER ABSTRACT CO. 
General Abstractors 
J. A. Boyd, Pres. and Mgr. 
9 West Dewey, - - Sapulpa, Okla. 








DESHON-DAVISON COMPANY 
Electrical Contractors 


Electrical Supplies and Gas Lighting. 
416 S. Main, Tulsa, Okla. 








I BUY AND SELL OIL PRODUCTION. 
Pennsylvania grade preferred, Reference: 
First National Bank of-Fairmont, W. Va. 
Exchange Bank of Mannington, W. Va. 
F. W. BARTLETT, Mannington, W. Va. 








YOUR CARD SHOULD BE HERE 
“It Brings Results” 
One-half inch, $1.50 per month 








NO RECOMMENDATION NEEDED 
“Buy it of ‘Whit’.” 

100 Sheets of Excellent Typewriter 
Carbon Paper mailed postpaid for $1.18. 
Give me a trial order and be convinced. 
Size, 84x11 or 8%x13. Geo. A. Whitney, 
18 W. Woodruff Avenue, Toledo, Ohio. 











the homes, the cost is but 13 or 14 cents 
a month. 


To test out the question, Mr. Flannery 
put up a battery of four lamps in the 
City Hall, hitched a meter and burned the 
lamps continuously for 10 days. The me- 
ter recorde@ a consumption of 2,400 feet 
of gas for all four lamps in the 240 hours. 
At that rate, a lamp burned 24 hours a 
day will consume 1,800 cubic feet of gas 
in a month. 

The test was made to satisfy some con- 
sumers on Main Street who have been 
paying a flat rate of 15 cents a month for 
their lamps, gas for. which did not come 
through a meter. The lamps, Mr. Flan- 
nery said, are burned all day and night, 
and he wanted to raise the price to 25 
cents a month. The consumers objected, 
contending that they did not-burn enough 
gas to justify that price. Authorities 
claim that the average gas-lamp con- 
sumption is two and one-half feet per 
hour, as was shown in Mr. Fiannery’s 
experiment. 

The lamps used in the test were fitted 
with ordinary 10-cent mantles and with 
cheap burners equipped with only an air 
regulator. Improved burners with a reg- 
ulator for the gas as well, might reduce 
the consumption some, but not materially, 
it is believed. 


STATEWIDE GAS REQUIREMENTS. 





The following is from the Oklahoma 
City (Okla.) Times: 

Emphasis has been given to the cry of 
the gasless towns of Oklahoma for pipe- 
line connections, this time by the rail- 
roads in their petition to the Interstate 
Commerce Commission for higher coal 
rates. The railroads are making a show- 
ing to establish ‘the claim that coal haul- 
ing in the Middle West is a losing busi- 
ness for them, largely for the reason that 
this particular traffic requires excessive 
equipment. 

If the petitioners are right and if the 
commerce commission admits the justice 
of their position, the cost of coal must 
advance. ‘True, the rise will amount to 
little to the individual consumer—perhaps 
10 cents a ton—but at that, 10 cents 
worth of argument more has been cast 
upon the heap in favor of Statewide nat- 
ural gas. And 10 cents stood up against 
high taxes, the cost of living and past 
due paper looms as large as the moon in 
her fullness. Such dimes eclipse the sun 
‘of success for many in our State. 

Upon their own showing, it appears 
that the railroads would not complain if 

*gas were furnished to the towns and 
cities which they reach. For, mark you, 
‘they represent that there is no money in 
seasonable traffic, meaning ‘'10,000 cars 





idle every day through nine months of 
the year.’’ Nor can there be great profit 
at any time, they add, in a one-way haul 
with an empty return. 

Upon the face of their testimony the 
petition for a higher rate on bituminous 
coal seems to have merit. But when it 
happens, if happen it shall, let us of this 
State be out from under. Let the blow- 
ing gas of Cushing do our work; let it 
supply the lack of ‘‘new capital’ of the 
which is born much curbstone and road- 
side rhetoric; let it be pumped through 
arteries into the vitals of the common- 
wealth that need resuscitation. Frankly, 


EXPERTS DO NOT AGREE AS TO 
GAS EFFECTS ON THE TREES. 





This is from the Independence (Kan.) 
Reporter: 

A property owner in Wichita hag sued 
the Kansas Gas & Electric Co. for $950 
damages, because six maple, two box 
elder and one walnut trees on his lawn 
died, the owner claiming the trees were 
killed by escaping gas from the leaks of 
the company’s pipe lines. At the last 
report the jury had failed to decide the 
momentous question. There was no doubt 
that the trees were dead, but there 
seemed to be a big difference in the ex- 
pert testimony as to the effect of escap- 
ing gas on growing trees. 

The jurors heard that the trees are 
dead, alright. They also heard Prof. S. E. 
Swartz, city chemist and head of the 
chemistry department at Fairmount Col- 
lege, declare that from tests he made 
natural gas will not kill vegetation. On 
the other hand, they heard depositions 
read from Prof. Erasmus Haworth and 
Professor Hunter, of Kansas University, 
that natural gas will kill trees. 

From what Professor Swartz has 
learned by experimenting he doesn’t think. 
gas killed the Graefe trees. Professors 
Hunter and Haworth say that no doubt 
natural gas did kill the trees. 

The jury heard Professor Swartz testify 
that on Nov. 16 he rigged up a tin bucket 
from which he had taken the bottom, re- 
placing the tin with a wire screen to hold 
the dirt. He planted flowers and grass 
in the bucket and then set it over a gas 
jet, allowing gas to escape into the dirt 
next to the roots of the plants. The pro- 
fessor said that he left the bucket over 
the gas jet for 39 days, and the plants 
didn’t die. In fact, he said they are alive 
and healthy to this day. 

“So I conclude that gas, coming through 
dirt at the roots of plants, doesn’t do any 
harm,” said the F&irmount professor. 

The two Kansas University professors 
eoncluded otherwise. They thought that 
the presence of ethylene, a gas, in natu- 
ral gas, would kill any tree. 





DANGERS IN USING GASOLINE 
POINTED OUT BY FIRE MARSHAL. 





J. L. Baldwin, fire marshal of the State 
of Pennsylvania, writes as follows about 
dangers of gasoline: 


Gasoline is one of the most common fire 
hazards found among the general stores, 
hardware stores and industrial establish- 
ments. Nothing is thought of storing 50 
or 100 gallons of gasoline in a metal tank 
in the basement or outside of a building. 
It is a common thing nowadays, and we 
come in contact with it continually. In 
doing this a man is not only taking 
chances for the destruction of property, 
but also for loss of life. 

Gasoline throws off an explosive vapor 
constantly even at low temperture. Five 
gallons of gasoline will generate 8,000 cu- 
bic feet of gas, which, when ignited, ex- 
pands to 4,800 times this space. The ex- 
plosive force in one gallon of gasoline 
properly mixed with air and compressed 
is equal to 83 2-3 pounds of dynamite. 
This means that if you have 100 gallons 
of gasoline on hand you are storing the 
equivalent in explosive force of 8,366 
pounds of dynamite. Dynamite will only 
explode from two or three causes, which 
may be easily guarded against, and which 
must occur in its immediate vicinity. 

The vapor from gasoline is heavier than 
air. It settles to the floor and runs along 
the same much as a stream of water 
would, only that it is an invisible stream. 
The vapor will settle and remain in de- 
pression in or under the floor for days and 
even weeks unless disturbed by a circula- 
tion of air. A spark will cause the accu- 
mulated vapor to explode. This spark 
does not necessarily have to come from a 
lighted fire, but may occur from a person 
striking a nail in his shoe on a nail in 
the’ floor, or other similar unavoidable 
causes. Under a certain atmospheric con- 
dition spontaneous combustion will also 
occur in this accumulated vapor. The 
silent and invisible creeping of this vapor 
from place to place, awaiting favorable 
conditions to strike the blow that means 
loss of life and property is a terrific thing 
to think of. 

It is past understanding, in view of 
these facts, that merchants with their 
entire capital invested in business will 
give so little thought to safeguarding 
their interests. Knowing a building to be 
heated by stoves or furnaces in the base- 
ment, they will at night lock up this ex- 
plosive in a warehouse or building adja- 
cent to or connected with the store or 
factory. After locking up fire and this 
explosive vapor together, they will in ef- 
fect wager their entire investment against 
the merely nominal expense of fireproof, 
evaporation proof, vented storage tanks, 





which would prevent this vapor and fire 
getting together. 

Kerosene and oils of other kinds are 
not as dangerous as gasoline, but are, 
nevertheless, dangerous and should be 
stored with just as much care and han- 
dled in the same way. Especially is this 
danger true of linseed oil, paint oils and 
turpentine. 

The careless disposition of rubbish and 
oil rags is another common occurrence 
which is keeping the fire waste up and 
consequently insurance rates. The alleys, 
byways and basements of buildings in 
some of the leading cities of Pennsylvania 
have been found to be in a condition that 
is beyond description. Oily rags will 
produce spontaneous combustion and 
should always be kept in closed metallic 
receptacles. Many instances can be cited 
where great destruction of property has 
been wrought by fire starting through the 
spontaneous combustion of oil rags left 
lying in some obscure corner. 


NEW COMPANY TO DRILL FOR OIL. 





Casper (Wyo.) Press: The New York- 
Wyoming Oil Co.,:-headed by Edwin Hall, 
former State Geologist; H. N. Gotleib, an 
attorney of Sheridan, and Ralph R. 
Schaefer, of Butler, Pa., has completed 
arrangements to drill on their holdings, 
four miles south of Bucknum, about 
twenty miles west of Casper. 

R. C. Heslep, who has drilled several 
producers near Lander, has taken the 
contract to drill the first well for the New 
York-Wyoming company and will move 
his standard rig to Buncknum at once. 
He came down from Lander this morning 
to confer with Messrs. Hall and Schaefer, 
who are at Bucknum today to select the 
location for the new well. Work will be 
commenced as soon as the rig can be 
shipped and erected. 


TWO-CENT GROSS TAX CONFUSING. 





From an Oklahoma City dispatch it is 
learned that State Auditor Howard is re- 
turning to several oil and gas companies 
their reports on gross production as af- 
fected by the new gross-production tax 
of Oklahoma. The new law, which pro- 
vides for a 2 per cent. tax, went into 
effect on March 11. Previous to that the 
old law provided a 1% per cent. tax. 
Many of the companies sent in their re- 
turns based on the old law including the 
time up to July 1. The reports should 
have been .made out as of the 1% per 
cent. tax up to March 11, and on the 
basis of 2 per cent. after that time up to 
July 1. This explanation is being made 
to all returns that are being sent back. 
There are a number of companies yet to 
make their reports. 
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|  EINANCIAL AND MARKET NEWS 





PRAIRIE OIL COMPANY’S ANNUAL 
STATEMENT IS FILED AT TOPEKA. 





TOPEKA, Kan., March 31.—The Prairie 
Oil & Gas Co. has a balance on the right 
side of the ledger of $57,857,631.95, accord- 
ing to the annual statement filed yester- 
day with the Secretary of State. The 
statement was accompanied by a fee of 

2,500 to pay the corporation tax under 
the Act of 1913 declared constitutional a 
few days ago by the State Supreme 
Court. The tax on all corporations or- 
ganized for profit is due March 31. 


The Prairie Oil & Gas Co. statement 
follows: 
Resources. 
OD: GED 60.040 be deo newdencae $1,490,944.43 
Personal property ..o.ccsrcsese 36,095,693.98 
Merchandise on hand.......... 34,850,442.58 


Cash on hand 
Accounts receivable 


5,992,433,05 
14,286,536.18 








TOUR] .ccvccvccvcvvcccvvceccs $92,716,050.22 


Liabilities. 
okabh hunts eds ne need ee $18,000,000.00 
7,858,418.27 
9,000,000.00 
57,857,631.95 


Capital 
Accounts payable 
Bonded indebtedness 
Balance 


WOE nasccsdashensusencsess $92,716,050.22 

The Standard Oil Co. of Kansas, with a 
paid-up capital of $2,000,000, showed un- 
divided profits of $1,144,423.66. 








NEW YORK EXPORT MARKET. 








(By CHARLES NORDHAUS, Jr.) 

NEW YORK, April 2.—Two declines in 
prices of illuminating oil featured the 
market, 15 points on March 31 and 10 
points on April 1, bringing official quota- 
tions down to the basis for cargo lots to 
4c, 10c and 7%c for bulk oil, case and bar- 
relled oil, respectively. The lowering of 
values was foreshadowed in our reports 
during the past month and has been 
principally based on rapid accumulations 
of supplies in the hands of refiners, owing 
to the continued scarcity of vessels, which 
is restricting shippers. Whether the de- 
preciation of values will have a stimulat- 
ing effect on the buying movement is 
awaited with interest in trade circles. 
Naphthas ruled nominally steady, but 
quotably unchanged, but in some quarters 
lowering of prices in the near future is 
looked for, based on prospective lower 
prices on crude oil together with keener 
competition among large competing oil 
interests. As the lowering of illuminating 
oil quotations was generally anticipated, 
buyers held aloof, a marked falling off in 
the volume of sales for the week just 
ended was witnessed. The decrease was 
principally confined to illuminating in 
bulk and in full cargo lots of case oil, as 
well as in benzine. On the other hand, 
fair gains in sales of naphtha and gaso- 
line, also lubricating oils, are noted. 

Advices from European and Far East- 
ern markets note firmer markets for illu- 
minating oils and naphthas, owing to a 
searcity of stocks. Reports from Copen- 


hagen stated that the Swedish tank 
steamer Brussels, which was seized by 
Germany, was released. The Germans 


were first under the impression the ship 
carried glycerine for Russia, which led to 
the seizure. 

It was reported that the Standard Oil 
Co. will double its $3,000,000 refinery at 
Baton Rouge. Plans have closed to add 
42 more steel stills to the company’s 54 
stills. About three and one-half years 
will be required to complete the proposed 
extensions, and will double the capacity 
of its plant. 

Chartering of vessels to load full car- 
goes of oil was practically at a standstill 
and no fixtures for case oil were closed. 
Rates closed firm and unchanged. Norinal 
conditions in the freight market cannot 
be reasonably looked for as long as the 
war continues. For the week just ended 
the total charters for petroleum and prod- 
ucts, covering crude, refined and naph- 
tha, reduced to crude equivalent, in bulk 
and in packages, aggregated only 69,267 
bblis., showing a shrinkage of 44,226 bbls. 
compared with the preceding week’s to- 
tal. For the month of March, 1915, the 
total charters amounted to 963,004 bbls., 
showing a gain of 20,483 bbls. compared 
with “he total for March, 1914, and a de- 
crease of 101,335 bbls. compared with Feb- 
ruary, 1915. The total charters for the 
first three months. of 1915 aggregated 
3,287,372 bbls. with a monthly average of 
1,095,791 bbls., showing shrinkages of 523,- 
255 bbls. and 174,418 bbls. compared with 
the corresponding first three months of 
1214, respectively. 

Clearances of petroleum at the port of 





New York, compiled in gallcns, as out- 
lined by tabulated figures herewith, from 
Jan. 1 to March 18, 1915, amounted to 
11€,239,647, showing a decrease of 29,997,- 
323 gallons compared with the same time 
last year. Clearances at Philadelphia 
from Jan. 1 to April 1 aggregated about 
36,500,000 gallons, showing a shrinkage of 
some 10,000,000 gallons compared with the 
corresponding period of 1914. 

Orders booked for petroleum and prod- 
ucts, as outlined by the week’s review, 
are based. on terms f. o. b. vessel New 
York or Philadelphia, covering 200-case 
lots and upward unless otherwise speci- 
fied. In order to arrive at f. o. b. vessel 
price on case oil, in regular export cases 
containing two 5-gallon, low-screw cans, 
in New York Harbor, the following regu- 
lar lighterage charges, compiled in cents 


per gallon, must be added to sale prices ; 


herein mentioned on standard white oil 
(water-white oil sells at 1 cent a gallon 
above the price of standard white oil): 


Cases Cents. 
sé caetk s0dcupesdceeestegerediona 2.0 
DE NDP a tens sncn dines davacnasedoasns 1.50 
ot Oe OEP eer PPE Ere -90 
Be Oe Bee exckccccdeveasenteecsssevanse -60 
de Me OEP T Eee Pee Te er Sr -50 
a Be I ne PELE REET OLEET PE ET Per ree -40 
i th et, UREA EEE EET TEPC TEER EET TS .30 
SJRES BD DOO 6c ewd oh oho oa news 0094.08 a0 25 
ae de Sere Pee Pera ere «15 


10,000 cases and over, 1-10 cents a case. 
Transactions in illuminating oil in bulk 
covered only some 27,500 bbls. at 44 down 
to 4c a gallon, while full cargoes of bar- 
relled oil no important sales could be 
traced, closing at 7%c a gallon. Refined 
illuminating oil sales included 210,000 


cases. Of this amount, no full-cargo lots 
were included, closing at 10c a gallon, 


while the total comprised 3,000@9,999- 
case lots, aggregating 210,000 cases booked 
at 10.40 down to 10.15¢ a gallon. Naphtha 
was more active, over 114,000 cases (part 
in bulk) having been traded in at 27\%4c a 
gallon for 200-case lots and at 17.05c for 
3,000-case lots, 73@76°, a gallon, respec- 
tively. Benzine closed quiet, no sales of 
importance. having been effected, closing 
at 18%c for 200-case lots and at 17.80c for 
3,000-case lots, 59@62°, a gallon. Gaso- 
line has been more active, over 151,000 
cases (mostly in bulk) changing hands at 
case prices, namely, 23%c for 200-case lots 
and at 23.05c for 3,000-case lots, 68@72°, 
a’ gallon, respectively. Lubricating oils 
met with larger sales, including some 62,- 
000 bbis. at unchanged prices as to brand. 
No important sales of crude or fuel oils 
could be traced, while of gas oil some 
29,000 bbls. (in bulk) were booked. 
Export Prices. 

Following revised quotations are in cents 

per gallon, f. o. b. New York: 


s.W. W.w. 
New York loading, cargo lot, 
barrels, per gallon ........ -50 8.50 
New York loading, cargo lot, 
cases, per gallon .......... 10.00 11.00 
New York cargo lots, bulk... 4.00 5.00 
Refined illuminating oil in cases, 110 fire- 


test (each case containing two 5-gallon, low- 





screw cans) delivered f. 0. b. New York. 
Cases. s.W. W.W. 
10@99 12.00 13.00 
100@199 -- 11.50 12.50 
200@299 » 10.90 11.90 
300 @399 10.60 11.60 
400@499 10.50 11.50 
500 @699 10.40 11.40 
700@999 10.30 11.30 
RWW OUPBLORO co ccccsccscniesee 10.25 11,25 
ROP ROO cessseon snnceeas® 10,15 11.15 
10,000 and Over........ceeoe. 10.00 11.00 


Charges for delivering case oil to vessel in 


New York Harbor, lighterage limits, is as 
follows: 

Cases. Per Gallon. 
RETOE wu snge 620.05 pepe awe ee ied news ewe 2.00 
SOUP ROO 6 d6-5040') 0 Ves40s 6405 58 26h ined 1.50 
DOOR SOD cxcdonccedescvebdstacdbdsetcn'ys -90 
DERE  cahin wc ckvgnsencpaceawaeedcussd .60 
BODE ESD ow ce 0.0 0 004 :0:9o nels win 000040 6.0948 -50 
DOP OOD  cccccsecccqeccedeeeecdcsnevies 40 
SUOUEDED. 545 sec cvceversetesecssaveps ths .30 
ek £44 Hee COLE L LETTER ELT EET 25 
Nd ns MOE EE CL ee CEE Tt eee -15 

10,000 and over, lighterage charged at 


1 1-10c a case, 


In order to arrive at f. o. b. vessel price 
of case oil, 110 fire-test, in regular export 
vans containing two 6-gallon, low-screw 
cang, add delivery charge as above table for 
quantity ordered to base price as giyen in 
market changes. 


,Export Prices—(In Cents Per Gallon). 


,, 10-gal. drums. Cans. 

100 cs. 100-gal. Cases. 

‘ and over. *drums. 200 cs. 

Naphtha, 73@76° 32.50 28.50 27.50 
BUOVS -nccnpssvece 26.00 17.00 21.00 
Auto, 68@72°... 28.50 19.50 23.50 
Benzine, 59@62°, 23.25 14.50 18.25 
3,000 cases. 

Naphtha, T3@76° ...ccccccsdecdvees os 27.0 
BUOVE 5s 0:0'0.0.0 0:0 0 251 0'0 00000 07a Gy seeeeeee 20.55 
Auto, COTA .-nwwccdsccccsvctses sees 28.05 
BamsInG, SOO 6S? a. 05 sb 0-06-07 s Ces ve ehiene 17.80 


*Drums, add $8.50. 





The following table gives the total char- 
ters for petroleum, covering crude, refined 
and naphthas, reduced to crude equivalent, 
with comparative figures and monthly aver- 
ages, compiled in barrels: 





Month. 1913. 1914. 1915., 
January ..... 1,691,133 1,521,507 1,260,029 
February - 1,977,467 1,346,599 1,064,339 
March 3.0% .05% 2,460,008 942,521 963,004 
| rea Ten 1,814,369 1,403,557 ........ 
| EC 1,625,012 1,320,060 ........ 
SEEDS 0 hats 4 0 1,130,222 1,051,383 ...... ° 
SO res 1,758,235 1,344,101 ........ 
August ....... 1,755,936 eS p Se ee a 
September .... 2,890,187 OS eee eer . 
UCtober. as.ces 1,564,810 1,739,668 ........ 
November .... 1,521,672 CEESOY.  crccacce 
December o 2,041,266: “2,526,818  . 2.20% ae 

| ee 21,629,793 14,521,593 3,287,312 

MO. av, + 1,802,475 1,210,133 1,09b,iu4 


The following table gives the charters for 
petroleum and products at New York, cover- 
ing crude, refined and naphthas in bulk and 
in packages, reduced to crude equivalent, tor 
the week ended April 1, 1915, and trom 
March 1, 1915, with daily averages, compiled 
in barrels: 


March Day. Since. Mar. 1. Average. 

| ee 6,389 906,515 34,866 

BD igo Wa0wah nee 31,786 938,301 34,752 

err ee 9,584 947,885 32,656 
_ eee 8,730 956,615 31,83. 
bbe ts ba vos 6,389 963,004 31,065 

April Day. Since Apr. 1. Average. 
Blah kee Reo 6,389 6,389 . 


The following table gives the clearances 
of petroleum and products at the port of 


0| New York, compiled in gallons, from Jan. 1, 


1915, and for the week ended March 18, 1915, 
with comparative figures: 








VACUUM OIL COMPANY DIVIDENDS. 





The Vacuum Oil Company has declared 
a regular semi-annual dividend of 3 per 
cent. and an extra dividend of 2 per cent. 
The balance sheet as of Dec. 31, 1914, 
shows profit and loss surplus of $18,326,- 
693, against $17,151,049 of the previous 
year. In 1914 the company declared divi- 
dends of 3 per cent. in May and October. 





ANNUAL MEETING ON MAY 12. 





Annual meeting of the stockholders of 
the Standard Oil Co. of Kansas will be 
held in Neodesha, Kan., on May 12. The 
stock books of the corporation will be 
closed from April 12 to May 12, both dates 
inclusive. The balance sheet of the com- 
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Product Week. Since Jan.1, 1914. i Co 
Refined . 8,321,274 70,438,603 98,065,999 Tulsa Mapping mpany 
Crude gw enane easancia 925,180  $,240,15. 503 First National Bullding. 
Naphtha 21 18,353,350. 15,016,887 
7 pen 3,312 3,290,623 513,042 TULSA, OKLA. 
Gasoline - 1,510,456 3,359,089 889,341 
Lub. oils.... 3,137,300 19,972,712 28,611,546 Phone 1481 

Total - 9,111,763 116,339,647 146,336,970 

*Foreign Closing Cable Quotations. ; 

(American refined petroleum, standard 

white oil.) London. Liverpool. H. B. GOODRICH 
Pence. Pence. GEOLOGIST 
| RE er eee 8 5% @s* 
Sabuemey irenperecnee : 8% @8% rt ae * Field Examination and Practical Re- 
a RE NS OE 83% @8% 8% @8% ports on Prospective or Developed 
ere 8% @8% 8% @8% Ol Properties. 
Wednesday ........ 8% @8% 8% @8% 450 West 147th Street 
| eee 8% @8% 8%a8% NEW YO N. Y, 
Antwerp. Hamburg. one ae 
Francs. Marks. 

NN <5 'y-c'p pis Wa dace ative ewe 21 7% 
DY Svisedcoe tarp sede 21 7% 
ON RE ere rr ere 21 7% 
ea onen OTM FOHS & GARDNER 
WOUONRY. oko c ve tescaswas 21 7% 
Pe ey eet 21 7% CONSULTING OIL GEOLOGISTS 
*Nominal. 





OIL AND GAS STOCKS, 





(Quoted by Jo P. Cappeau Sons.) 
Following are the quotations on oil and 
gas stocks for Monday and Tuesday and 
sales of the present week: 





Sales. High. Low. 
111 The Buckeye P. L. Co.... 109 108 
35 Continental Oil Co....... 232 226 
102 The Crescent P. L. Co.... 39 38 
32 The Eureka P. L. Co..... 230 225 
75 Galena-Signal Oil Co. 

COOMRMIOR) csccccccccece 156 154 
40 indiana P.. Ts. CO. « o0i00 va 102 102 
560 National Transit Co...... 31 29 
5 New York Transit Co.... 216 216 
10 Northern P. L. Co........ 92 93 
660 The Ohio Oil Co......... 144 140 
254 The Prairie Oil & Gas Co, 258 244 
64 Prairie Pipe Line Co..... 150 144 
24 Southern P. L. Co........ 216 210 
159 South Penn Oil Co....... 285 274 
BS. W.. Ba. TARO. 6 c50 0 6.cncs 112 112 
147 Standard Oil Co. (Cal.).. 294 291 
68 Standard Oil Co. (Ind.).. 425 413 
15 The Standard Oil Co, 
CHAM.) «6 ocie ws cc cpeccase 364 350 
12 Standard Oil Co. (K oo. 258 256 
215 Standard Oil Co. of N. Y. 190 184 
3 The Standard Oil Co. 
| errs tee 430 430 
29 Union Tank Line Co..... 82% 81 
404 Vacuum Oil Co.......... 203 190 
1880 Pierce Oil Corporation.... 14% 14. 
1630 Anglo-American Oil Co., 
er eT ore ee 15% 15% 
188 Standard Oil Co. of N. J., 
CX-BUDB. 22. csvccscccces 400 395 

717 Columbia Gas & Elec.... 10% 10% 
699 Mfg. Light & Heat, ex- 

GAU, | © diern Savin 050 oo pins be 49 47% 
25 Ohio Fuel Supply ....... 40% 40% 
161 Ohio Fuel Oil ........... 13% 13% 
10 Oklahoma Nat. Gas...... 60% 60% 
25 Osage & Oklahoma ...... 0 70 

4369 Pure Oil (common) ..... 15% 14% 
109 Lone Star Gas .....4.... 104% 98 
99 Penn-Mex Fuel .......... 60 60 

BIG DEAL BY OKLAHOMA COMPANY. 


Muskogee (Okla.) Times-Democrat: It 
was authoritatively stated today that the 
Oklahoma Producing Oil Co. had acquired 
a half of the Cameron interest in about 
1,600 acres of oil property in the Boynton 
oil pool, with eight producing wells. M. M. 
Jackson, of this city, is the president of 
the Oklahoma Producing Oil Co., and 
prominent citizens of Quincy, Ill, and 
Washington, D. C., are large stockhold- 
ers. The Cameron interest in the Boyn- 


5|ton fleld is estimated @o be worth a quar- 


ter of a million dollars and Mr. Jackson 
says that his company has arranged to 
put about $75,000 in new development at 
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For Sale or Lease 


Property Pelican Oil & Mineral Com- 
pany, 51 acres ( proven territory ) Jen- 
nings, La., field, Sec. 38. Write quick. 


H. D. Larcade, Jr. 


Opelousas, La. 
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pany at the close of business Dec. 31, 
1914, follows: 
Assets. 
Real estate and plant .......... $1,394,872.44 
ERA, OE eS i ee een 533,020.51 
eS Sere ee er err cee ie 390,494.80 
Accounts receivable ............ 490,416.87 
Raw material, supplies and fin- 
BUC BTOCEC fo e'e's oes accseceee 374,339.23 
Total ...cccsee eecccccce occce e $3,183,143.85 
Liabilities. 
CNC [GROOMS 5b oes ct we ess osc $2,000,000.00 
Accounts payable ......ceeseeee 38,720.19 
Surplus-balance Dec, 
BE, SOOM & bre 8 49:0:08's $1,371,205.10 
Earnings for 1914 33,218.56 
1,404,423.66 
Less dividends paid 
et aes 260,000.00 1,144,423.66 
TOR Seccicccevecscoedcees ooo +e $8,183,1438.85 


Respectfully submitted, 
J. C, M’DONALD, President. 


SUIT FOR $700,000 DULY FILED. 


MUSKOGEE, Okla., April 3.—Santy 
Watson et al., by their attorneys, Mott, 
Meserve & Ward, filed suit in the District 
Court at Sapulpa Friday against the 
Prairie Oil & Gas Co., asking for a judg- 
ment for $700,..... Santy Watson claims 
to be the heir to the Mehaley Watson 
allotment in the Cushing oil field, which 
is operated by the Prairie, and from which 
a vast amount of oil has been taken. 


COSDEN COMPANY TO LOOP LINE. 





According to a recent announcement, 
the Cosden pipe line from the Cosden re- 
finery at West Tulsa to the Cushing oil 
‘field is to be looped with a 6-inch line, 
for a distance of 22 miles. This will in- 
crease the line’s capacity from 12,000 
bbls. to 17,000 bbls. The 8-inch line al- 
ready connecting the refinery with the 
Cushing field has been in operation sev- 
eral months. 





HEARING AT ARDMORE. 





Several of the larger producers in the 
Healdton district attempted to secure a 
change of place for the hearing scheduled 

y the Corporation Commission for Ard- 
Irore on April 9, but were unable to do so. 

he producers pleaded that Oklahoma 
City was the headquarters of the com- 
-mission and was much more centrally 
ocated and therefore more desirable. But 
the commission refused to grant the re- 
‘quest and the producers in the cities of 
Tulsa and Muskogee who have been sum- 
moned to appear will have to go to 


. Ardmore. ; 


PROGRESS OF PIPE-LINE WORK. 





Bartlesville (Okla.) Enterprise: After a 
few days’ delay on construction work on 
account of recent heavy rains, the crew 
of workmen is again at work on the 
Prairie Pipe Line Co.’s line from Bartles- 
ville to the Cushing field. Work is pro- 
gressing rapidly and unless further delays 
occur, it is expected the line will be com- 
pleted within two months. Just now con- 
struction work has been completed as far 
south as Station No. 24, midway between 
Ramona and Ochelata. From where the 
line starts near the Mound west of Bar- 
tlesville to the end of the completed part 
is 14 miles. When finished, the line will 
be 50 miles long. 





CARTER COMPANY’S CONTENTION. 


MUSKOGEE, Okla., April 6.—The Car- 
ter Oil Co., which operates the lease of a 
riparian owner adjoining the Cimarron 
River bed, will next Monday make appli- 
eation in’ the Federal Court here asking 
that a receiver be appointed for the river 
bed in front of their lease. The riparian 
owners claim they own the land to the 
middle of the stream. J. F. Darby, of 
Muskogee, is now the receiver for the 
royalty interests, and should the present 
status of affairs be upset every company 
operating a riparian lease will no doubt 
ask for a receiver. 


PRIMITIVE METHOD OF GETTING 
OIL OUT OF SHALE AND COAL. 





Before Colonel Drake drilled his famous 
well near Titusville, Pa., the extraction of 
oil from coal under a Scotch chemist’s 
license was attempted in the United 
States. One plant was located in McKean 
County, Pa., in what afterwards became 
the rich and extensive Bradford oil field. 
Near Lafayette, in that county, there 
was a bituminous coal mine and in its vi- 
cinity a plant was constructed to obtain 
oil from coal by a heating process. 

One of the men employed on this plant 
still lives in Bradford, Pa. He is Hon. 
E. A. Boyne, former assemblyman. As a 
young man, Mr. Boyne was a member of 
the working force at the oil factory and 
he was deeply interested in the enterprise. 
But all the dreams of the promoters of 
the concern went glimmering when Drake 
made petroleum a commercial commodity. 
The making of coal-oil by scientific means 
was effectually stopped in America as a 
consequence of the new and unexpected 
competition made possible by the Drake 





discovery. 


shale oil were the saturated hydro-car- 
bons of the paraffin series and the un- 
saturated hydro-carbons of the olefine se- 
ries—the latter predominating. Then 
there were also present naphthenes in a 
smaller proportion. There were also pres- 
ent aromatic hydro-carbons. The most 
essential difference between the shale oils 

In connection with the subject of early 
shale-oil developments, W. H. Simmons, 
B. Sc., at Battersea, England,,in a recent 
lecture, made some instructive state- 
ments. He said that it was of interest to 
note that shale oils were the first to dis- 
place animal and vegetable oils in the 
manufacture of lubricants. 

In 1850, he said, Thomas Young.discov- 
ered the production of shale oils from 
shale found in the south of Scotland, and 
they rapidly displaced tallow and vege- 
table oils. Between 1850 and 1859, in 
which latter year American petroleum oils 
were first worked commercially, the ma- 
terial for making shale oil was actually 
exported from Great Britain to America, 
and a large number of factories in Amer- 
ica distilled shale oils (working under a 
license from Dr. Young), although they 
had in the same localities petroleum in 
abundance; and at this time, where oil 
was discovered in the borings in America, 
it was regarded as a nuisance, as they 
were trying to discover brine, and in bor- 
ing got salt water contaminated with oil, 
and they did not realize the value of the 
latter. Drake was the first to start utiliz- 
ing mineral oils. 

The coal distilled by Young’s process 
contained a large amount of volatile 
hydro-carbon—quite different from the 
Welsh steam coal or anthracite coal. It 
Pconsisted of fixed carbon 56.16 per cent., 
volatile matter 35.9 per cent. (this, of 
course, being an important constituent 
which yielded the shale oil or hydro-car- 
bon oil); the water was quite low, only 
4.36 per cent., and sulphur (generally fair- 
ly constant) about 2 per cent., with min- 
eral matter also exceedingly low, being 
only 1.78 per cent. That was the class of 
material Young originally devised his 
process upon. This coal very quickly be- 
came exhausted in Scotland, and he then 
fell back on deposits of bituminous shale, 
which abounded in the Lowlands. This 
was a black laminated rock containing a 
very large amount of mineral matter, and 
20 per cent. of volatile matter, being 
chiefly carbon and hydrogen. It also con- 
tained a small amount of nitrogen. 

In all distillations of Scotch shale there 
was a large amount of nitrogen present, 
recovered as ammonium sulphate, which 
helped to pay for the process. In the dis- 





CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS, 


Advertisements under this heading are 25 
cents per line for the first insertion and 10 
cents per line for each additional insertion, 
invariably cash in advance unless the adver- 
tiser has an account with the publishers. 
Estimate cost on the basis of six words to 
the line. Minimum charge, $1. Replies for- 
warded free. 








BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY. 


U. S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY REPORT 
on St. Tammany Parish will soon be out. 


one of the first in the field. Twelve thou- 
sand acres under lease belonging to one 
party. Leases and royalty reasonable. 
For information, address M. Neilsen, Box 
296, Covington, La. 





POSITION WANTED. 

Under this heading, advertisements will be 
carried free of charge in two issues. For 
each additional insertion the charge will be 
1 cent a word. 


MECHANICAL EN GIN EE R—Thor- 
oughly trained in the désign and erection 
of large and heavy steam, gas, electrical 
machinery, steelwork and familiar with 
|Oil-refinery construction and operation, 
|desires a position with a refinery. Now 
}employed. Box No. 250, care Oil and Gas 
| Journal. 











CIVIL ENGINBPER of 13 years’ experi- 
ence, now specializing in refinery con- 
struction. Eight years with leading rail- 
roads. Open to engagement about May 1. 
Have my own instruments and will con- 
sider any location. Phone at my expense. 
Address H. O. Simmons, C. E., Box 235, 
Cushing, Okla. 





WANTED—Position by young, married 
man; experienced general office man, 
timekeeper and assistant foreman; steady, 
sober and reliable; moderate salary to 
start; references. Address, C. L. E., care 
The Oil and Gas Journal 








WANTED—Position with some large 
pipe-line or oil company where there is a 
| future. Am experienced stenographer 
and office man with executive ability, and 
able to handle office end of pipe-line con- 





|struction work. Am young, energetic, 
good character and a Mason. References. 
Address H. T. J., care Oil and Gas 
Journal. 


WANTED —Situation as treater, still- 
man, or wax-plant man. LBight years’ 
experience; best references. Address 
S. L. C., this office. 











ADDRESSES WANTED. 
Advertisements under this heading will be 
carried for 1 cent a word for each insertion. 


WANTED—Address_ of 
driller. Address Ida Duncan, 
16th Street, Los Angeles, Cal. 


WANTED—Address of Hugh J. Ready 
and James F. Ready, who are supposed to 
be in the Mid-Continent oil field. Address 
Barnhill, Ewing & Sanford, St. John, 
N. B. es 


WANTED—Address of Claude Shockey, 
rig builder, who left Tulsa June 11, 1914, 
presumably for Tampico, Mexico. Ad- 
dress Mrs. Justa Dixon, Box 1391, Tulsa, 
Okla. . 


WANTED—Address of Alois Mauer- 
meier, oil well worker supposed to be in 
Oklahoma field. Address Xaver Mauer 
meier, Wapakoneta, Okla. 





Ed Duncan, 
307 West 
* 














tillation of shale three particular frac- 
tions were obtained, namely, a gas, which 
was not condensable (utilized in the fac- 
tory for illumination and also for heating 
retorts), then the crude oil, and finally 
the by-product, ammonium salts, recov- 
ered as ammonium sulphate. 

The principal constituents of crude 
and petroleum oils was the larger propor- 
tion in the former of solid hydro-carbons 
or wax. The paraffin wax separated from 
shale was called pyro-paraffin. In the 
distillation of the shale a certain amount 
of ‘‘cracking’”’ took place, and the propor- 
tion of solid constituents, or wax, was in- 
creased, producing pyro-paraffin, as dis- 
tinguished from the wax found in petro- 
leum oil, which was known as _ proto- 
paraffin, being the natural wax. 

Scotch shale yields on an average 23 
gallons of crude oil per ton. Shale is dis- 
tributed pretty generally throughout the 
world, the yield varying quite consider- 
ably—in Canada, for instance, they got as 
much as 40 gallons of oil per ton of shale, 
and for every gallons of oil they get 76 
pounds of commercial ammonium sul- 
phate. From this crude oil an average of 





10 per cent. is usable as lubricating oil. 


Avoid the rush and its consequences. Be, 


sessment are 
Ct a 
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CRUDE OIL MARKET 


= in Crude-Oll Ms Market Since Sept. 1, 
914—Quotations Include Wednes- 
day of the Present Week. 

Sep.ember 1, Cadde-light reduced 5c. Sept. 
12, Oklahoma reduced 10c. Sept, 16, North 
and South Lima, Indiana, Illinois, Princeton, 
and Wooster reduced 6c. Sept. 22, Corsi- 
cana light, Henrietta, and Bilectra reduced 
Sc. Sept. 21, Oklahoma reduced l10c. Sept. 
23, North and South Lima, Indiana, Illinois, 
Princeton, and Wooster reduced 6c. Sept. 26, 
Canada reduced 6c. 

October 8, change in price and gravity of 
all California oil. Oct, 6, Corsicana light, 
Henrietta, and Electra reduced 6c. Oct. 26, 
North and South Lima, Indiana, Iilinois, 
Princeton, and Wooster reduced 3c. Oct. 31, 
Canada reduced 3c. 

November 13, Electra, Henrietta, and Cor- 
sicana light reduced 6c. 

December 4, Pennsylvania, Mercer Black, 
New Castle, Cabell, Somerset, and Ragland 
advanced 6c; Corning advanced 10c. 

January 16, The Sun Co. advanced Sour 
Lake, Saratoga, Batson, Spindietop, Humble 
green, 6c; advanced Humble black and Day- 
ton 15c. 

February 2, Healdton reduced 20c. Feb. 8, 
Oklahoma reduced 10c. Feb. 15, Oklahoma 
and Kansas reduced 6c. Feb. 16, North and 
South Lima, Indiana, Illinois, Princeton and 
Wooster reduced 5c; Henrietta, Electra, Cor- 
sicana light and Corsicana heavy reduced 10c. 
Feb, 16, Canada reduced 6c. Feb. 18, Caddo 
light reduced 10c. Feb. 19, Indiana re- 
duced bc. 

March 8, De Soto Parish, 38° and above, 
reduced 10c. March 16, Pennsylvania, Mer- 
cer Black, New Castie, Cabell, Corning, 
Somerset and Ragland reduced 5c. March 
20, Pennsylvania, Cabell and Corning re- 
duced 5c; Mercer black, New Castle and 
Somerset reduced 2c. March 24, Caddo oil 
(excepting crude) reduced 10c. 

April 3, Pennsylvania reduced 5c; Mercer 
black, New Castile, Cabell, Somerset reduced 





3c; Corning and Ragland reduced 2c. 
kliahoma, 

All grades (excepting Healdton)....... $ .40 
HIOBIGCON coco ccccccccccccccccccccceces -30 
North Texas and Panhandle. 
Corsicana light. .45 Henrietta -$ .46 
Corsicana crude $ .40 Electra ........ 45 
Gulf Coast. 

By The Texas Co.—Sour Lake, 40c; Hum- 
ble, 40c; Markham, 45c; Vinton, 60c; Jen- 


nings, 45c. 

By the Gulf Pipe Line Co.—Spindletop, 
45c; Sour Lake, 40c; Saratoga, 40c; Batson, 
40c; Vinton, 40c; Edgerly, 40c. 

The Sun Pipe Line Co.—Sour Lake, 45c; 
Saratoga, 45c; Spindletop, 45c; Batson, 45c; 
Humble green, 46c; Humble black, 45c; Day- 


ton, 45c. 
Northern Louisiana. 





38° and above (Caddo pool)............ $ .60 
38° and above (De Soto pool).......... -50 
SEER 8k pe CS wWew50se de cbse eeea cess .50 
SBOEEO° 2. ccccsecccccccsssecs 45 
CaOGO CPUGE .ccccccccccccccscccsecsece 45 





Eastern States. 


Pennsylvania ..$1.05 Samerset 
Mercer black... .97 Ragland ....... 
New Castle.... .97 Indiana ....... 
COST 2 cn venese -97 Illinois ........ 
ee eee .83 Princeton ...... ° 
North Lima.... .88 Petrolia, Can... 1.28 
South Lima.... .83 Oil Springs,Can. 1.35 
Wooster ....... 10 
CALIFORNIA QUOTATIONS. 
(Crude-oil prices at the well.) 


In the prices given below, figures indicat- 





ing gravity are inclusive: 
San a Valley. 

14° to 20.9°.. 

21° to 26.9°. 

27° to 30.9°.. eee “ 

SA° eme Tighter ..ccccccccs beta eae ties & .50 

Ventura County. 

BI® 80 B6.9°..ccccccccece peeseccceeces $ .50 

Re” OP DS 6040008 ons 90s nheeseeencase -60 

SB° oF Righter... ..ccocccceccccccccces -70 
40 
42% 
-52% 
-60 
39 





REFINED OIL MARKET. 


The present refined oil quotations are as 
follows: 
Dimers. Whites. COU) 6 6.0'c ccccccspoctss 4.00 
Standard white (cases)............006. 10.00 
WOOT IEND SID 0h 6. nc cs beecsconceven 5.00 
PIPE-LINE STATISTICS, 
The following table shows the runs and 


shipments by the various pipe lines in the 
oll fields of New York, Pennsylvania, West 
Virginia, Kentucky, Tenressee, Ohio and In- 





diana: 

Runs—March 1 to 30, Inclusive. 
National Transit Co..........+e506. 220,984 
South West Pa. Lines.............. 110,369 
eS ere 738,470 
Buckeye P. L. Co. (Lima).......... 186,368 
Buckeye P. L. Co. (Macksburg) 263,812 
Cumberland P. L. Co 35,561 
Indiana P. L. Ca..... 25,106 
New York Transit Co.............+. 16,347 
Tidewater Pipe Line (Pa. ee 96,051 
Tidewater Pipe Line (Ill. oll)...... 92,806 
Ohio Ol] Co, (Til, Ofl)...... ee eee ees 1,215,432 

rs ToT errTyEer Terr at. 3,001,406 
ROR CUE So 0 kno 60s ccc socvitewe 100,047 


Shipments—Mareh 1 to 31, Inclusive. 











National Transit Co...........005 726,700 
South West “ap BARGR 6. oknenss wists 143,501 
Eureka P. Os concccgenranesé ses 65,912 
Buckeye P. a Co. (Lima).......... 104,816 
Buckeye P. L. Co. asap ihe 243,971 
Cumberland P. L. Co...........0465 <. 
Indiana P. Ls CO. .scccscscscccecs 49.88" 
New York Transit Co 15,610 
Tidewater Pipe Line (Pa. oil) 304,04? 
Ohio Oil Co. (Ill. ofl)... 21,763 

Total vcrvspcosevocccs 1,676,203 

jae RO shipments .... 54,071 























































































































THE OIL AND GAS JOURNAL Thursday, 
GENERAL PIPE LINE STATEMENT iaseente. Daily Average Shipments. 
Sebendey (all companies): Month. Daily Av. The followin 
. ; g table gives daily average 
FOR MONTH FEBURARY 28, 1915 Caddo. (by railroads).. 52,082 shipments from the Pennsylvania, Lima and 
Caddo (by pipe line)... 516,686 K 
entucky. oil fields and of oil received from 
OIE AL, ee De Soto (by pipe line). 376,860 other fields, for the past five years: 
sin 4 oS ee sesces 945,608 33,772 1911, 91912. 1913. 1914. 1916. 
Pipe-Line Bam... Daily Ay. |~ Total January ..;..:. 908850 27,200 |Jan-- 184,647 231,663.172,765.149,112. -» 
Prairie P. L. £0. (eat.). 2,576,000 $2,000 fFeb.. 181,305 240,986 170,363 145,366 90,209 
Guif P. L 622.1 22,215| ‘Increase ...... sosesees 108,388 6.572) Sor. 1seao Addins apes 1se308 oo 
The Texas Ce 14,743 Stocks. oe i : “ pfs ee tad 
Magnolia P. L. Co. , fest.) 27,000 964 March 1 (all companies): Sune. Atsaet a6e086 iserbse ashes 22. 
Outside lines (est.)......2,520,000 90,000 Caddo  aomaernanstneeu sss’ sooo eo 782,208 | July... avaoes uae.a6e 169,518 185, 
< e oto an e VOr .eceeeeeeees 47,464) Aug.. 182,35 23,170 174,347 92,860 
Total Seaiieae 0022 $.157,962 © 219,922 ~ Sept. 189,009 177,708 166,160 130,865 
Ste 3 —— | Total eb. 222000 0IITLEIUEELILISORISIs | wow. 12603 deebee Laas dasines 
spammaEeeees epee haces ne eee -———| Dec.. 230,520 171,018 157,023 103,676 
a anthh, Dally At. Decrease tte ebsseecesecrtenmecsees . 23,146 Gross Stocks. 
Praiste ©. Uc CO. cccsscos 3,214,929 114,818 * In the following table will be found the 
Gulf P, L. Co.......00.. 586,550 20,948 CALIFORNIA. Bois, | ST088 stocks of the various pipe tines of. the 
The Tekss. Co... ..00.00% 13,623 14,772 . rennsyivania, Lima and Kentuc oil fiel 
Magnolia P. L. Co. “(est.) 55,000 1,964 | Production, February.............. 6,912,325 incluaing oil received irom a lines, —~ 
Outside lines OE ee 2, 520,000 90,000 Deliveries, DEE ba xe hob ud willow eae 5,661,320 the close of each month lor the’ past three 
—— | years: 
eS eee .-6,790,102 242,502] Difference ...........seeeeeeeees 1,251,005 1913, 1914, 1915. 
Total January ........ 8,107,231 OLDER 1 Bhatia, <SAn,. Bhi bc ossnesietesckeoy 59,276,301 |Jan, ...... 10,191,283 9,457,985 10,206,033 
eerie WOR; BB 61008 aetesiiuicks - - 60,527,306 | Heb. ....-- 10,145,879 9,642,927 10,472,158 

DOCTOREO: 2c vcccecccvess 1,317,129 19,021 ——————aes | March ...- 10,003,076 B,BE8,TB4- 2 csscccese 

NOTE.—Above figures do not include ap- ON PPR DEN ALE TROE CE R E 1,251,005 | April ..... 10,054,231 10,364,931 .......... 
peeemate Say igre of 50,000 bbis. of tener May ..... 9,688,390 10,938,082 .......... 
Cushing oi! shippe y rail or the common- JUNO occoese 9,792,997 11,807,348... rocccccee 
carrier shipments of The Texas Co. meyEr ry ee ae OULY. ccccce:, Poimdet te “SR REEDOE “0 cctdccese 

lo uns m e August .... 9,948,057 12,307,600 .......... 
Prairie Oil & Gas Co. (est.)....... 42,000,000 In the following table will be found the /|Sept. ...... 10,074,039 11,231,345 
Prairie Pipe Line Co. (est.)........ 1,000,000 | runs or receipts irom wells by various pipe Oct. .....- 10,055,788 10,716,029 
Bele PEO. CARS WO. cscccssscccssce 6,041,020 | {ines in New York, Pennsylvania, West Vir-|Nov. ...... 9,358,848 10,130,924 
Thee BOERS COec es cscsescvscne -- 8,835,429 | ginia, Ohio, Kentucky and Indiana for Jan-|Dec. ...... 9,305,680 10,140,680 
Magnolia Pipe Line Co. (est 358,000 |uary and February, 1915: Grades of Oil 
Outside lines (e8t.).........-ee eee 926,000 | © January. February. The . 

Tioo.aag | National Transit Co. 216,105.79 210,491.52 e following table shows the amount of 
eA Ce ee Se ane ey eg 54,160,449/S W. Pa. P. L..... 103,122.73 107,584.81 | ‘he different. grades of oil held by the Mast- 
DO SURED | i ayicce sv acdieente 53,980,742 Sh A tg P. L Co. 712,262.97 690,993.59 y+ al gy ag Poa. fed in tu mo 

——— |Buckeye P. L. Co. : ’ ’ she eee 
EMCTORBS oe scccscvccscvenccasece 179,707 pionbebure) 278,611.37 263,133.92 | Stocks of the above tables: 

NOTE.—The stock figures do not include |Buckeye P. L. January. February. 
approximately 21,000,000 bbls. held in stor-| Lima, etc.) ...... 184,909.51 186,343.63 | Pennsylvania ...... 4,682,163.10 4,635,740.¥4 
age by operating companies on their leases |Indiana P. L. Co.... 30,312.45 36,222.42; lima .......... e+e 1,643,752.06 1,764, 522.10 
and tank farms. Cumberl'd nt L. Co. ere 34,254.97 oe arr A <a> evesee Beret 4 oo 4 

. Y. Transit Co...  14;840.31 14,307.32 -Continent ..... 68.16 63,617.6 

The following tabie shows the oil run by . r . y "789° . 
the Prairie Pipe Line Co. from the Kansas sitewiter &. Je Se ecto BH RUMMGIS wc cccccccces 782,431.03 976,819.21 
and Oklahoma field for the year and stocks | ;, od. P LOG 04 37'864, 331. Total 10,206,033.40 10,472,163.23 
held by the Prairie Oil & Gas Co.: maety. B, “Ia Co.... SUSS6.09 — ST SELOT) DOLE ».00+00c0ns bate scot i 

1914. Runs. Shipments. Stocks. 5 ee ALF 

Teted ssconccdsces 1,884,809.50 1,836,584.61 a 

mar. qoueohan S4di0bLes qaTibati-ae|) Dally avcrage’.... Veosunse “esisad ILLINOIS FIELD. 

May.. 4,209,858.20 3,569,110.29 45,321,518.28 Petroleum Deliveries. ik Dee ee 
June. 3,865,620.97 3,479,064.90 46,032,815.82| The following table exhibits the shipments |Gross stocks, March 1..........4,053,448.61 
July. 3,585,106.27 3,091,874.41 49,627,480.02/or reguiar deliveries of various pipe lines Rata’ Sena = Sac iecuary oo 11 168.488, 
Aug.. 2,629,281.11 2,620,426.34 49,464,873.90 |in New York, Pennsylvania, West Virginia, |Gither receipie ot te aaa 
Sept. 1,789,008.00 2,700,100.00 44,993,625.00 | Ohio, Kentucky and Indiana for January | Regular ‘aan “claret eiekGce oo ae 
Oct.. 2,993,649.00 3,703,207.00 44,061,255.00 |and February, 1916: sony ig la lala ahaa > sae teee 
Nov.. 3,158,650.68 3,398,255.10 43,797,985.76 January. February. srpaiec beara Ae i ee «++ L,489,766.80 
Dec.. 3,407,245.00 3,343,988.00 43,467,926.00| National Transit Co. 458,394.87  371,948.91| , The following is the report of the Ohio Oil 

1915. A. | Se eae 120,500.08 117,846.33 |C®, which shows the runs, shipments, and 
Jan.. 2,855,566.00 3,469,542.00 42,855,092.00| Rureka P. L. Co. 64,122.10 75,955.98 | Stocks in the Illinois field for the ~months 
Feb.. 2,576,000.00 3,214,929.00 42,000,000.00| Buckeye P. L. Co. named: 

The following table shows the runs, ship-| (Lima, etc.) ..... 343,256.67 281,153.01} | 1914. Runs. Shipments. tocks. 
ments, and stocks of all Oklahoma and Kan-|Indiana P, L. Co 865,206.62 709,060.43 Jan... 1,476,394,.28 936,867.31 6,918,685.90 
nab ness game teen that Ge het Gute kage. }Camberta ©, L. Ge. 277.97 17.76 | Feb... 1,195,697.81 1,037,023.04 §,784,016.11 
lar reports being estimated: Southern P. L. Co. 346,282.60 272,466.17 | Mar... 1,628,837.55  895,036,90 6,228,031 34 

Runs. Shipments. Stocks. |Crescent P. L. Co.. 120,419.45 109,229.56 |APr.-- 1,390,452.32 689,018.40  7,160,197.46 

6,618,608 6,836,651 62,898,843|N. Y. Transit Co... 274,187.68 284,858.55 |May--. 1,504,391.51 996,081.09 —7,786,330.95 

. 6,900,509 6,894,747 64,195,742 Tidewater P. L. Co. 178,866.86 141,407.78 June.. 1,479,989.35 885,580.65 8,478,976.74 

7,669,458 6,322,460 65,759,763 |Prod. & Aef. Oil Co. 157,638.87 132,425.60 /July.. 1,470,290.98 883,550.37 —_ 9,007,284.12 

° Emery P. L. Co.... 27,141.59 29,481.63 | Aus... 1,440,384.54 648,929.18 533,486.3 

valkaas Gaanane Senate ee = |Sept.. 1/418,096.46 659,729.28 14,281,403.9 

-516,9 558, 64,627,4 er rey etry Ty 

5,821,152 6,183,721 64,258,874| ‘Total ............ 2,956,295.36 2,525,851.71 | Oct... 1,415,361.03 833,413.18 11,880,143.43 

September 1. 61643639 6°669:716 60,043,040| Daily average .... 95,364.36 90,208.99 |Nov... 1,802,838.67 292,688.82 8,066,758.17 
October ..1.. 7,073,494 7,992,281 58,209,477 Eastern Stocks. Dec... LATB,SER.69 15,608.08: MRSS S08.86 
November ... 7,319,647 17,789,040 68,496,419 Th tocks held by various pipe lines The amount of Illinois oil run by the 
December ... 8,020,325 7,926,944 64,877,031 > ROR DEES Ole. pip’ Tidewater Pipe Line in February was 68,- 

1915. > the Re egy om ——_ ee MF m3 654.59 bbls. and the deliveries were 137,043.49 
January . 7,682,735 8,107,231 63,980,742 pi ye Aeterna os es soe t January and |2bIs Adding these figures to the runs and 
February . 6,157,962 6,790,102 54,160,499 February 1935 wena ina tallies: y = OE ae oe arn eee 

aca orate , , : the runs and deliveries from the nois fie 

TEXAS PANHANDLE. Nat'l Transit Co.. s48321%6 9686064 | fF the Year as follows: 
Electra—Runs. S. W. Pa, P. L.... 733,683.09  669,059.47| 1914. Runs. Deliveries. 
The Texas Co...... se a seal 189,200 | ureka P. L. Co... °1,691,675.25 1,677,590.53 | March ............ 1,664,434.29 1,065,318,63 
The Magnolia Petroleum Co. ikcaieenwll 341,266 Buckeye P. L. Co. MMEEL | cocucoasedene 1, aan 056.46 872,160.60 
(Mecksburg) wees 705,148.99 748,327.36 |May ......++-+++++ 1,630,919.23 1,080,265.49 
SORE 6 oa vce oo v.00 e0nds 00060 eben cous 430,455 Buckeye P. Co. June .....00- eeeees 1;610,356.03 026,675.88 
Web SRRUREYo1. 06.00 sicudesacad 632,133} (Lima, hy «s+ 1,999,987.43 1,964,234.66|July ....... eeeeees 1,578,187.20 1,025,298.67 
- Indiana P. L. Co... 1,180,829.61 1,361,886.68| August ........... 1,529,796.27 666,843.17 
DES « deawadenenshos dadenckeas 101,678 |Gumberl'd P. L. Co. 173,340.29 162,123.86 |September ........ 1,614,607.69 830,940.19 
Stidpenseate. Southern P. L. Co. 624,982.19 505,686.65 |October ........... 1,509,782.04 -1,021,804.87 
SR NE ey ASN IE SRE ee a 124,798 |Crescent P. L. Co.. 105,968.83 137,306.97 | November ......... 1,391,112.47 431,049.84 
The Magnolia Casmahoail Wb. . :c. conck 247,720|N. Y. Transit Co.. 842,899.52 828,436.28 | December ......... 1,360,407.36. 174,670.46 
. Northern P. L. Co. 584,468.06  710,655.65| 1915. 

EE or et Le veeeeceeees+372,618|Prod. & Ref. Oil Co. 710,778.97 746,384.34 |January ..... sees 1,815,484.98 | 139,310.21 

Total January ............ Pll a7ijo98 |Bmery P. L. Co... 14,004.82 11,854.66 | February ......... 1,237,092.99 168,852.89 

siceiepaigicl ; Franklin Pipe Line Co, 

Decrease ........ seer eees . - 98,580 Lament aad ta -10, ar ny tf 10,472,153.23 The following table, exhibiting the condi- 

: Stocks. n ‘eee ete . wigs tion of the Franklin Pipe Line at the close 
te LS Bee ery ery 197,941 Daily Average Runs. of business for the months named, and not 
The Magnolia Petroleum Co........- 400,506 The following table shows the daily aver- | counted in the stocks and averages reported 

a age runs of the Pennsylvania, Lima and : 
PES. ond cécdah hasiuss ouesutbineuoee 598,447 te so oil fields for — past five years: Receipts. Shipments. Stocks. 
DEAT: DORON 50s 0snsn ksi vsegemhhy 530,800 1911. 1912. 1913, 1914. 1915. - 3,868.14 38,108,58 47,036.11 
“ > |Jan... 76,217 8,374 72,418 68,920 60,800 + 4,045.84 ....5.66 081.95 
IMCTERSE ...cceveccccccsscccccseces 67,647 | eb... 80,172 66,792 72,183 63,016 65,592 « 2,916.19 ....B.. 
Petectia—Mane. Mar... 80,663 77,413 66,451 72,981 ...... ee 8,190.50 ... +000 
The Texas Co. dap cesiveneonecs ... 15,000] April.. 77,828 82,514 79,324 76,884 ......|/JUly ..seees eee 3,691.92 ....s00- 
Shipments. ‘ May... 82,608 85,106 74,215 69,615 ......|/August ........ 2,790.82 489.20 
ooRe Tames Co..cevccscs seseece «++. 17,000/June.. 80,692 83,906 74,530 72,218 ......|September ..... 38,405.27 489.20 
“a, July... 62,141 83,080 74,099 71,851 ......|/October ........ 2,701.87 4,357.12 6 
Shp Demhs Dasciicscenschdevivins ..+. 52,000} Aug... 73,240 oa 'tee ears as 2 ove oe pewemnet eoees 8,662.23 3.75 68,091.48 
Sept.. 71,111 75, . . eveees | DOCOMDEF ....24 seccveee seecevee ceseveses 
Total—Panhandle. Oct... 70,591 76,775 173,467 75,255 ......| 1916. 
PF aan Sere. See, [er .- 67,437 70,834 66,519 62,956 ...... ZABUOEY + $485.03 1476.08 50,268.88 
eereccecce 5 . . . went es ruar, coese 8, * sec cecsse . 1.04 
nr ae 9,700 662,000 1,849,000 Dec... 70,305 73,558 73,644 63,906 e y } 
May .......++.+-+ 781,625 697,855 1,247,244 
June ......+.++.- 665,896 646,495 1,259,029 
TAG oscses baata 4,900 730,377 1,209,890| SUMMARY OF STATEMENTS MADE MARCH 10, 1915, RELATING TO BUSINESS OF 
a peers: nee conteas . “gok THE VARIOUS PIPE LINES FOR MONTH ENDING FEB, 28, 1916. 
eptember ...... ‘ y 475, . 
October .... 12,222 749.099 7.335 Some. Ramet eee rales 

* Stocks. Wells. Receipts. Deliveries. 
ee . ae ss bannee Hog 791 | National Transit Co...... 958,606.12 210,491.52 1,568,498.80 871,948.91 
— r »440 ©! South West Pa. Pipe Lines 669,059.47 107,584.81 811,507.09 117,846.33 
January .....:... 582138 471,098 698.447 | Buckeye B.ta (Macksburg) "T4a;927-06 20819802 A ESTAR veraeecee 

Tee See |puer 2 Game ste) paeeees eae: Linea: HSE 

ndiana Biscirs Cana eee 168,618. .43 2 
CADDO DISTRICT. Cumberland P. L, Co...... 162,123.86 84,254.97... ... ee... "1.16 
Pipe-Line Runs. Southern P. L. Co........ 605,686.65 ere mee | 272,466.17 tds 
February (all companies): Month. Daily Av.| Crescent P. L. Co......... 187,806.97 $00 #seae pet tees» 09 109,229.56 vie seeaceee 

COMO Secet wevedanece 4,112 New York Transit Co..... 828,436.28 14,307.32 860,040.95 284,858.55 —. 606,161.11 

De Soto .......++++++- 879,092 Northern P. L. socvecee 710,655.65 pdepeceen 1,134,602.18 reseeeeees 2,008; 360.16 

yp Perey ee 925,204 33,043 Total February 28 .... 9,713,914.23 1,648,332.18 9,785,544.43 gee, 536.7 

Total January . 846,610 27,310 Total January 31 .... 9,481,250,11 1,575,063.20 11,218,646,69 ~ 592,648.04 soe 480.03 

IMCrease ....ceeeeeeees 78,694 6,733 Difference . ........+. 282,664.12 31,731.02 1,433,102.26 370,112.34 ~1,412,872.09 


